
November 2026

Sandowne Newsletter

Principal's Message Important Dates:

November 2nd

-Student-led 
Conferences-
Regular Classes Not 
In Session
-Scholastic Book Fair

November 10th

Remembrance Day
Assembly

November 11th

Remembrance Day-
School Closed

November 5th

Family Bingo Night!
6:00-7:30pm-Doors
Open at 5:30pm

November 13th

Photo Retake Day

November 26th

Winter Ball 
5:30-7:30pm

December 10th

Winter Concert
Performances
at 9am & 1pm

December 15th

Sandowne 
Entrepreneur Fair

December 16th
Kids’ Christmas 
Shopping Day

Supporting students in developing strong literacy and numeracy skills
continues to be a key priority at our school. Over the past several weeks,
we have completed our fall assessments and screening activities, which
provide valuable information to help guide instruction and support student
learning. These assessments help us better understand each student's
strengths and needs so that we can plan meaningful learning experiences
and provide targeted support where needed. Meeting the individual needs
of every learner remains at the heart of our work. 

We would also like to express our sincere appreciation for your ongoing
partnership and involvement in your child's education. When families and
schools work together, students benefit in countless ways. With this in
mind, we warmly invite you to attend our Student-Led Conferences on
November 2. This is a special opportunity to celebrate your child's learning
journey, hear about their accomplishments, and discuss areas for
continued growth. We encourage you to ask questions, recognize what is
going well, and work alongside your child and their teacher to set learning
goals for the months ahead. These conversations are meaningful,
empowering, and an important part of supporting student success.
 
We are also excited to share that this month we have welcomed
Kwakwaka'wakw carver and cultural teacher William Henderson to
Sandowne. William has spent many years sharing his knowledge, stories,
songs, dances, masks, and cultural teachings with students throughout
SD72. We are grateful for the opportunity to learn from him and to deepen
our understanding and appreciation of Indigenous culture, history, and
traditions. His teachings have already enriched the learning experiences of
our students, and we look forward to continuing this valuable connection
throughout the year. 

The next two months promise to be busy, exciting, and filled with many
opportunities for learning, celebration, and connection. We encourage
families to keep an eye on communications from both your child's teacher
and the school, so you don't miss any important information, special
events, and memorable experiences. Working together helps ensure that
our students can fully participate in all that Sandowne has to offer. We look
forward to sharing these exciting moments with you as we head into the
winter season! 

 
Sincerely, 
Kelly Gage 



District Cell-Phone Use Policy
Cell phones and other personal digital devices are not allowed at school. If brought to

school, they must be kept in the students’ bag and can only be used with permission from
their teacher or principal.

Supervision Before & After School School Telephones

For safety reasons, it is important to not have
students dropped off before, or picked up
later than our supervision times.

Before School Supervision- 8:10am until first
bell

After School Supervision- 2:15-2:30pm

Our office phone is not to be used during
or after school to make play
arrangements. Please ensure your child
is certain about after-school
arrangements before leaving each day
so that needless, worrisome situations
do not arise. Thank you.

 -Do not use the upper parking lot during school hours. This is staff parking only. 

-Do not idle in the lower parking lot drop-off loop.

-Do not block or park in the fire lane & do not block the parking lot entrance.

-Do not park on the road between the upper and lower parking lots-this is bus
parking only.

-Please drive SLOWLY & ATTENTIVELY through the parking lot- it’s a busy
place!

Parking Lot Reminders



Scooters & Bikes

For safety reasons, students need to
dismount their scooters and bikes and
walk them once they are on school
property.

Office Phone System

Our phone system does not show
missed calls unless a voicemail is left.
If you have a message that needs to
be passed along, or if you would like
a call back, please leave a message,

or send an email to
sandowne@sd72.bc.ca.

Students Need To Have:

A full change of clothing in their
backpacks. We go outside to play
everyday, rain or shine.
A water bottle to keep hydrated.

Please make every effort to ensure that your child(ren) come to school on time. If your
child arrives late, they must come in through the main entrance to the office “drive thru”
window to sign-in. If your student will be absent, late, or picked up early, please advise
the main office and the classroom teacher as early as possible. When notifications are
received with minimal notice it may be disruptive to classes in session and/or difficult to
track down students. 

If advising of an absence, please give a brief reason (i.e. illness, vacation) – we track
the number of students absent due to illness and may receive additional custodial time
for extra sanitization of certain areas of the school.

You may leave an attendance notification two ways:

1.) Phone call to our attendance line – please ensure you speak slowly and clearly,
leaving your child’s first and last name, your name, and the reason for the absence.

2.) Email to sandowne@sd72.bc.ca – please include your child’s first and last name,
your name, and reason for the absence.

Thank you for your assistance in ensuring we have correct attendance information each
day.

Student Attendance

mailto:sandowne@sd72.bc.ca
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Healthy Schools Newsletter Insert 

Public Health Units: www.islandhealth.ca/our-locations/health-unit-locations
Healthy Schools: www.islandhealth.ca/healthyschools Revised September 2026 

 
HEAD LICE 
Head lice do not make people sick and do not spread disease. Children can still go to school if head
lice are suspected or confirmed. 

How to Prevent Head Lice 
Head lice are spread through direct head-to-head contact. They crawl from one person’s hair to
another person’s hair. 

• Teach your child to avoid head-to-head contact with other people and not to share hats,
combs, hair accessories or brushes 
Regularly check your child’s hair for lice, about once a week 
Encourage your child to wear long hair tied back or in a braid 

•
• 

Symptoms of Head Lice 
Many people with head lice do not have any symptoms. Symptoms of head lice may include: 

•
•
• 

A tickling or crawling feeling on the scalp 
An itchy scalp caused by bites 
Scratch marks or small red bumps like a rash 

Treating Head Lice 
Head lice will not go away without treatment. Only treat family members with live head lice. 

Refer to the Head Lice - HealthLink BC file to learn more about recommended treatment options. 

For moreinformation: 
• HealthLink BC – Head lice | HealthLink BC 
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