
October 2026

Sandowne Newsletter

Principal's Message Important Dates:

October 12th

Thanksgiving Day-
School Closed

October 21st

Picture Day

October 23rd

Pro-D Day-School
Closed

October 1st

Hot Lunch Ordering 
Closes

October 13th

Kindergarten Hearing
Screening-9:00am

October 15th
Great Shake Out-
Earthquake Drill @ 
10:19

November 2nd
Student-led 
Conferences-
Regular Classes Not 
In Session

November 10th

Remembrance Day
Assembly

November 11th

Remembrance Day-
School Closed

When students feel connected, supported, and successful, happiness and learning flourish
together. As we reflect on the first month of school, it is clear that our students have embraced
the year with enthusiasm, kindness, and a strong commitment to learning.

September has been a wonderful start to the school year. Our students settled into their new
classrooms quickly, allowing teachers and students to begin establishing expectations, building
positive relationships, and creating strong learning communities. The beginning of the year is
all about connection, developing routines, and understanding how we learn and work together.
It has been inspiring to see students already demonstrating responsibility, respect, and a
willingness to support one another. 

This month also highlighted the incredible generosity of our school community. Through our
fundraising efforts for both the Terry Fox Foundation and Tour de Rock, students and families
demonstrated a remarkable spirit of giving. Learning about Terry Fox, his perseverance, and
the legacy he left behind continues to inspire our students each year. 

We were also honoured to welcome Tour de Rock rider Lacey Emery to our school. Lacey
shared her story and spoke about her upcoming journey with Cops for Cancer, helping
students understand the importance of community service, resilience, and supporting children
and families affected by cancer. 

September 22 was an especially memorable day as we hosted our Terry Fox Run and
welcomed the Tour de Rock team. The energy, excitement, and sense of community were truly
inspiring. Thank you to everyone who generously contributed and supported these important
causes.
 
Our students have also been engaged in meaningful learning about Truth and Reconciliation.
Through classroom discussions and activities, they have been exploring the importance of
understanding Indigenous histories, perspectives, and experiences. On September 29, we
walked together to Robron to recognize this important day and reflect on our shared
commitment to learning, understanding, and reconciliation. 

In classrooms, literacy and numeracy assessments are well underway. These assessments
provide valuable information that helps teachers understand each student's strengths and
learning needs, ensuring that instruction is responsive and supportive throughout the year. 

The school year is off to a fantastic start, and we are excited about the many opportunities
ahead. Thank you for your continued partnership and support. We look forward to sharing more
celebrations, achievements, and learning highlights with you throughout the year. 

Warm regards, 

Kelly Gage
 
Principal 



School Supplies Bell Schedule

Medication Anaphylaxis

School supply payments are now due.
If you have not yet done so, please
send $50 per student to
sandowne@sd72.bc.ca. Or send exact
cash to the office.
This covers all supplies for the entire
year. 
***Make sure to include student name

with payment***
 
 

8:25am- Welcome Bell

8:30am- Classes Begin

10:15-10:30am- Recess

12:00-12:45pm- Lunch

2:15pm- Dismissal
 

If your child has any medical
concerns, or is on daily
medication, please ensure that
all information is up to date.

If you wish to keep medication
at the school for your child, a
“Request for Administration of
Medication” form must be
completed and updated on a
yearly basis. 

 

We have students in the building
who are severely allergic to nuts.
Please check with your child’s
teacher to find out if their
classroom is nut-free. 

Our school in general is nut
aware.

Thank you for your help to keep
our community safe.

 



FORMS TO BE RETURNEDFORMS TO BE RETURNEDFORMS TO BE RETURNED
The following forms have been sent home. Please review, sign, and return A.S.A.P. if you have not
yet done so. Please reach out to the school office if you need another copy of these forms.

Student Verification Forms—Please check information carefully and sign the bottom of the form.
Corrections can be written on the form. Send form back even if there are no changes.

Emergency Release Form—This form is a list of who can be contacted in the case of a serious incident
at the school or where your child might need medical attention, if you cannot be reached.

FOIPPA 2026/2027—This consent form will allow us to include your child’s name or image on our school
website or newsletter. 

District Information Systems Acceptable Use Agreement—This is needed for students to use
computers at school.

Walking Field Trip—This is a permission form to allow your child to go on neighborhood walks with their
class.

 

District Cell-Phone Use Policy
Cell phones and other personal digital devices are not allowed at school. If brought to

school, they must be kept in the students’ bag and can only be used with permission from
their teacher or principal.

Supervision Before & After School School Telephones

For safety reasons, it is important to not have
students dropped off before, or picked up
later than our supervision times.

Before School Supervision- 8:10am until first
bell

After School Supervision- 2:15-2:30pm

Our office phone is not to be used during
or after school to make play
arrangements. Please ensure your child
is certain about after-school
arrangements before leaving each day
so that needless, worrisome situations
do not arise. Thank you.



Parking Lot Reminders
 -Do not use the upper parking lot during school hours. This is staff parking only. 

-Do not idle in the lower parking lot drop-off loop.

-Do not block or park in the fire lane & do not block the parking lot entrance.

-Do not park on the road between the upper and lower parking lots-this is bus parking only.

-Please drive SLOWLY & ATTENTIVELY through the parking lot- it’s a busy place!

Scooters & Bikes

For safety reasons, students need to
dismount their scooters and bikes and
walk them once they are on school
property.

Office Phone System

Our phone system does not show
missed calls unless a voicemail is left. If
you have a message that needs to be

passed along, or if you would like a call
back, please leave a message, or send

an email to sandowne@sd72.bc.ca.

Students Need To Have:

A full change of clothing in their
backpacks. We go outside to play
everyday, rain or shine.
A water bottle to keep hydrated.

Student Attendance
Please make every effort to ensure that your child(ren) come to school on time. If your child arrives late, they
must come in through the main entrance to the office “drive thru” window to sign-in. If your student will be
absent, late, or picked up early, please advise the main office and the classroom teacher as early as
possible. When notifications are received with minimal notice it may be disruptive to classes in session
and/or difficult to track down students. 

If advising of an absence, please give a brief reason (i.e. illness, vacation) – we track the number of students
absent due to illness and may receive additional custodial time for extra sanitization of certain areas of the
school.

You may leave an attendance notification two ways:

1.)Phone call to our attendance line – please ensure you speak slowly and clearly, leaving your child’s first
and last name, your name, and the reason for the absence.

2.)Email to sandowne@sd72.bc.ca – please include your child’s first and last name, your name, and
reason for the absence.

Thank you for your assistance in ensuring we have correct attendance information each day.

mailto:sandowne@sd72.bc.ca
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OCTOBER
Hot

Lunch-
Little 

Caesars
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Lunch-

Little 
Caesars
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Lunch-
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Caesars

Pro-D Day-
School
Closed

Picture Day

Hot Lunch-
Pretzel Guys

Hot Lunch-
Pita Pit

Hot Lunch-
Katie’s Rice

Box

PAC AGM-
6:30pm in 
the Library

Thanksgiving
Day-

School
Closed

Kindergarten
Hearing

Screening

District
Cross-

Country
Meet

10am @ the 
Sportsplex

Halloween
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