
 

Dear Sandowne Families,  
 
 
As the weather conƟnues to improve, our classrooms are expanding beyond the school walls and 
into the outdoors. Students are embracing learning in our school garden and throughout our natural 
surroundings, strengthening their connecƟon to the environment and deepening their                   
understanding through handsôon experiences. These outdoor opportuniƟes also allow us to honour 
and learn from Indigenous ways of knowing, emphasizing respect, relaƟonship, and responsibility to 
the land. 
 
We are fortunate to live in such a beauƟful community, and upcoming field trips will give students 
meaningful opportuniƟes to learn throughout our local area. These experiences enrich classroom 
learning and help students see themselves as acƟve members of the wider community. 
 
CollaboraƟve learning conƟnues to be a strong focus at our school. Buddy classes are working      
together in ways that are mutually beneficial—older students grow as leaders and role models, 
while younger students gain confidence, support, and encouragement. These relaƟonships  
strengthen our sense of belonging and shared responsibility. 
 
There is much to celebrate as school events and learning celebraƟons take place throughout the 
coming weeks. These moments allow students to showcase their learning and successes, and they 
help build pride in our school community. 
 
Your conƟnued support and open communicaƟon play an essenƟal role in your child’s success. One 
of the most important lessons we can support children with is learning to take responsibility for 
their learning and for their behaviour. Accountability is a key part of growth and development, and 
together, school and home can help guide children in building these lifelong skills. 
 
We are also looking forward to several exciƟng upcoming school-wide events, including Hip Hop, a 
cultural event with RupLoops, Canucks for Kids Floor Hockey EducaƟon Day, Welcome to               
Kindergarten, and transiƟon acƟviƟes designed to support our Grade 5 students as they prepare for 
middle school. These experiences promote wellness, inclusion, and smooth transiƟons for all     
learners. 
 
Thank you for being such an important part of our school community. We are grateful for your    
partnership and look forward to the learning and celebraƟons ahead. 
 
 
Warmly, 
 
Kelly Gage & Georgina Knox 
 
Sandowne Elementary School 

 May 8th 

Grade 5 Southgate 
Tour 

May 18th 

Victoria Day-
School Closed 

May 26th 

Grade 5 Parent 
Open-House @ 
Southgate-6:00-
7:30pm 

May 28th 

Welcome To      
Kindergarten-
12:45-2:00pm 

June 4th 

Hip Hop             
Performance @ 
1:00pm 

 

 

May 14th 

District Track & 
Field Meet @ 
Phoenix  

May 23rd 

Sandowne PAC 
Yard Sale-
donaƟons           
accepted           
morning-of 

May 2026 



Supervision Before and AŌer School 

For safety reasons, it is important to 
not have students dropped off before 

our supervision Ɵmes.  

Before School—8:10 unƟl first bell 

AŌer School—2:15 unƟl 2:30 

We appreciate all the parents who are reporting absences in the morning. Thank you! 
There are two ways to report an absence: 

 
1)  Phone 250-923-4248 

2)  E-mail-Sandowne@sd72.bc.ca 
 

It is important to give the    
following information: 

 

A b s e n c e s 

Bell Schedule 

8:25am-Welcome Bell 

8:30-Class Begins 

10:15-10:30-Recess 

12-12:45-Lunch and Recess 

2:15-Dismissal 

District Cell-Phone Use Policy 

 Cell phones and other personal  
digital devices are not allowed at 
school. If brought to school, they 
must be kept in the students’ bag 
and can only be used with            
permission from the teacher or   
principal.  

Office Phone System  
Our phone system does not show 

missed calls unless a voicemail is leŌ. If 
you have a message that needs to be 

passed along, or if you would like a call 
back, please leave a message, or send 

an email to sandowne@sd72.bc.ca.  
 

Please ensure your child knows what 
their plan is aŌer school. We have had 
many students come to use the phone 

during class Ɵme and it takes away 
from their learning. Thank you. 



 

 

Students Need To Have: 

- A full change of clothing in 
their backpacks. We go outside 
to play everyday, rain or shine. 

- A water boƩle to keep           
hydrated. 

Parking Lot Reminders 

-Please do not use the upper parking lot during school hours. This is staff     
parking only.  

-Please do not idle in the lower parking lot drop-off loop. 

-Please do not block or park in the fire lane & do not block parking lot entrance. 

-Please drive SLOWLY & ATTENTIVELY through the parking lot– it’s a busy place! 

Lost & Found 

Please remember to check out 
our lost & found at the front of 
the school-it’s really filling up! 
Please remember to label your 
child’s clothing. If items are 
clearly   labeled, we can help 
get them back to their righƞul 
owners. 

Permission Forms 

Please remember to sign your 
child’s permission form if they are 
going on a class field trip. Students 
cannot go on field trips without 
their permission form signed by a 
parent or guardian. Thank you. 

Scooters & Bikes 

A reminder that, for safety  reasons, 
students need to dismount their 

scooters and bikes and walk them 
once they are on school property. 

While reminders are given at school, 
it is helpful if you have this            

conversaƟon with your children at 
home as well. Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2026 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-
Boston Pizza 

Welcome to 
Kindergarten– 
12:45-2:00pm 

Hot Lunch-    
i-Wok 

Hot Lunch-
Dairy Queen 

Crazy Bread 
Day 

Gr. 5 Southgate 
Tour 

District Track & 
Field Meet @ 

Phoenix 

Sandowne PAC 
Yard Sale–   
9am-1pm 

Victoria Day-
School 
Closed 

Hot Lunch-
Pretzel Day 

Gr. 5 Parent 
Open House @ 

Southgate–       
6-7:30pm 




























