
 
Dear Sandowne Families,  
 
February has been a wonderful and meaningful month at Sandowne as our school focused on kindness, 
connecƟon, and building a strong, supporƟve community. One of the key highlights this month was our Pink 
Shirt Day AnƟ-Bullying Assembly on February 25, presented by our incredible student leadership team. The 
assembly, Ɵtled Stop Bullying: Speak Up, Stand Together, Make a Difference, guided students through     
important learning about what bullying is, the types of bullying that can occur, why bullying happens, and 
the effects it can have on individuals. Students also explored what they can do when they see bullying and 
how we can all work together to create a bully-free environment. The leadership students encouraged   
everyone to “Be the Change,” reminding us that every student has the power to make a posiƟve difference.  
 
Throughout the month, classrooms across Sandowne took part in acƟviƟes that encouraged kindness,     
empathy, and understanding. Students wrote leƩers to classmates sharing why they are glad to have them 
in their class and recognizing their strengths as friends and peers. Many classes read When We Are Kind by 
Monique Gray Smith and followed up with wriƟng about their own acts of kindness. Students also created 
“Hearts of Kindness” for a schoolwide bulleƟn board and watched videos explaining the story behind Pink 
Shirt Day. Classrooms held discussions about how to liŌ each other up and developed anchor charts to   
support kindness in daily interacƟons. In addiƟon, students worked on collaboraƟve posters, parƟcipated in 
read-alouds about friendship, bullying, and empathy, and took part in interacƟve lessons disƟnguishing the 
differences between bullying, being mean, and being rude—helping them gain a clearer understanding of 
what is and is not bullying.  
 
We also celebrated the 100th Day of School with a variety of engaging acƟviƟes. Some classes created    
portraits of what they think they might look like at 100 years old, which led to lots of laughter and            
creaƟvity. Meanwhile, our PAC hosted a very successful BINGO night, an event that families thoroughly   
enjoyed. Many aƩendees shared glowing feedback, and we are hopeful that this fun and lively evening will 
become an annual tradiƟon at Sandowne.  
 
Looking ahead, we are excited to cheer on our top chess players as they parƟcipate in the District Chess 
Tournament at Georgia Park on March 4. The following evening, on March 5 at 6:30 p.m., our school choir 
will perform at the Musical Showcase at Timberline. As we move toward Spring Break, which runs from 
March 21 to April 7, we hope all families find Ɵme to rest, recharge, and enjoy Ɵme together. Students will 
return to school on April 8.  
 
As we reflect on community, we are reminded that strong schools are built on strong partnerships. As Joyce 
Epstein, a well-known researcher in family engagement, reminds us, “When schools, families, and           
communiƟes work together to support learning, children tend to do beƩer in school and stay in school  
longer.” Your involvement—whether aƩending events, supporƟng learning at home, or simply staying    
connected—makes a meaningful difference in the experiences and success of our students.  
 
As always, we deeply appreciate your conƟnued support. Your engagement in your child’s learning journey 
strengthens our enƟre community, and we are grateful for the partnership we share with our families.  
 
Warmly, 
 
Kelly Gage & Georgina Knox 
Sandowne Elementary School 

 March 4th 

District Chess 
Tournament at 
Georgia Park 

March 9th 

Crazy Bread    
Fundraiser          
Ordering Opens 

March 21st-April 
6th 

Spring Break &  
Easter-School 
Closed 

April 7th 

Pro-D Day-          
No School for    
Students 

April 8th 

Back to School-
Hot Lunch          
Ordering Opens 

 

 

March 5th 

District Music       
Showcase-6:30pm 
in Timberline Gym 

March 19th 

Term 2 Learning  
Updates Go Home 

March 2026 



Supervision Before and AŌer School 

For safety reasons, it is important to 
not have students dropped off before 

our supervision Ɵmes.  

Before School—8:10 unƟl first bell 

AŌer School—2:15 unƟl 2:30 

We appreciate all the parents who are reporting absences in the morning. Thank you! 
There are two ways to report an absence: 

 
1)  Phone 250-923-4248 

2)  E-mail-Sandowne@sd72.bc.ca 
 

It is important to give the    
following information: 

 

A b s e n c e s 

Bell Schedule 

8:25am-Welcome Bell 

8:30-Class Begins 

10:15-10:30-Recess 

12-12:45-Lunch and Recess 

2:15-Dismissal 

District Cell-Phone Use Policy 

 Cell phones and other personal  
digital devices are not allowed at 
school. If brought to school, they 
must be kept in the students’ bag 
and can only be used with            
permission from the teacher or   
principal.  

Office Phone System  
Our phone system does not show 
missed calls unless a voicemail is 
leŌ. If you have a message that 
needs to be passed along, or if 

you would like a call back, please 
leave a message, or send an 

email to sandowne@sd72.bc.ca.  



 

 

Students Need To Have: 

- A full change of clothing in 
their backpacks. We go outside 
to play everyday, rain or shine. 

- A water boƩle to keep           
hydrated. 

Parking Lot Reminders 

-Please do not use the upper parking lot during school hours. This is staff     
parking only.  

-Please do not idle in the lower parking lot drop-off loop. 

-Please do not block or park in the fire lane. 

-Please drive SLOWLY & ATTENTIVELY through the parking lot– it’s a busy place! 

Lost & Found 

Please remember to check out 
our lost & found at the front of 
the school-it’s really filling up! 
Please remember to label your 
child’s clothing. If items are 
clearly   labeled, we can help 
get them back to their righƞul 
owners. 

Permission Forms 

Please remember to sign your 
child’s permission form if they are 
going on a class field trip. Students 
cannot go on field trips without 
their permission form signed by a 
parent or guardian. Thank you. 

Scooters & Bikes 

A reminder that, for safety  reasons, 
students need to dismount their 

scooters and bikes and walk them 
once they are on school property. 

While reminders are given at school, 
it is helpful if you have this            

conversaƟon with your children at 
home as well. Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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29 30 31     

March 2026 

Spring Break, Easter, and Pro-D Day-School Closed March 21st-April 7th 

 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Term 2      
Learning        
Updates Go 
Home 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-
LiƩle Caesars 

Hot Lunch-     
i-Wok 

Hot Lunch-
Pita Pit 

Hot Lunch-
Pretzel Guys 

PAC MeeƟng-
6:30pm in the 
library 

Last Day of 
School Before 
Spring Break 

District Music 
Showcase-
6:30pm in 
Timberline 
Gym 

District Chess 
Tournament @ 
Georgia Park 

Crazy Bread 
Fundraiser 
Ordering 
Opens 
























