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NOMINATION PACKAGE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72  

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS)  
 
Forms to be Completed* 

• Candidate Cover Sheet and Checklist Form 
• Nomination for Office for School Trustee  
• Declaration of Candidate 
• Other Information Provided by Candidate 
• Appointment of Candidate Financial Agent (if Candidate is not acting as own Financial Agent) 
• Appointment of Official Agent (if applicable) 
• Appointment of Scrutineer(s) (if applicable) 
• Statement of Disclosure: Financial Disclosure Act (required under the Financial Disclosure Act) 
• Candidate Information Release Form (optional) 

 
*additional forms are available on request 
 
 
 

Information Package 
• Notice of Nomination Period 
• Candidate’s Guide to Local Elections 
• Elector Organization Guide to Local Elections 
• Guide to Local Elections Campaign Financing in BC 
• Third Party Advertising Sponsor Guide to Local Elections 
• Local Elections Campaign Financing Act – See www.elections.bc.ca or call 1-855-952-0230 
• Excerpts from the Local Government Act: 

o Elector Qualifications – Sections 65-68 
o Qualifications for Office – Sections 81-83 
o Candidates and Representatives – Sections 101-103 
o Election Offences – Sections 161-166 

 
• Excerpts from the School Act: 

o Elector Qualifications – Sections 39-43 
o Qualifications for Office – Sections 32-34 
o Candidates and Representatives – Sections 45-46 
o Election Offences – Section 48 

 
As per Local Elections Campaign Financing Act requirements, the following forms will be forwarded to Elections BC by the Chief 
Election Officer: Nomination Documents (only page 3); Other Information Provided by Candidate; and, Appointment of Candidate 
Financial Agent. 

 
If you require assistance or would like more information on the nomination or the election process for the 2026 
School Trustee Elections, please contact the following election officials at 1-877-830-2990 or by email 
elections@srd.ca 

 

Edith Watson, Chief Election Officer 
Betty Wasyliw, Deputy Chief Election Officer 

 
Completed nomination forms will be accepted by the Chief Election Officer or Deputy Chief Election Officer 
between 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, September 1, 2026 and 4:00 p.m. Friday, September 11, 2026 at the Strathcona 

Regional District Office at 990 Cedar Street, Campbell River, BC. 

If you would like to be advised of updates to Nomination Package, please send a request including your contact 
information to elections@srd.ca. 

http://www.elections.bc.ca/lecf
mailto:elections@srd.ca
mailto:elections@srd.ca
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GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETION AND SUBMISSION OF 
NOMINATION FORMS – SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

The following information is provided to assist nominators, candidates and others with filing nomination 
forms and related documentation as required by the School Act, the Local Government Act and the Local 
Elections Campaign Financing Act. 

Nominators - your nomination form must be signed by at least two qualified nominators who are eligible 
to vote in the voting jurisdiction. If one or more people who sign the form are later found not to be qualified 
nominators, the nomination will still be valid as long as it has at least two qualified nominators. The 
nomination form includes space for several nominators. If you would like additional people to sign the 
nomination, attach another copy of the nomination form and make sure the candidate's information is 
completed on the additional page. 

Contact Information - The Candidate Declaration includes spaces for your residential address, telephone 
number, and email address. Your residential address is required for the nomination process but, under 
current legislation, it will be redacted before the nomination documents are published on the local 
government's website. If you would like your telephone number or email address to be available to the 
public for campaign or media inquiries, you may provide that information on the optional Candidate 
Information Release Authorization form. This form allows the local government to share your contact 
information with the media and other interested parties. Completing and submitting the Candidate 
Information Release Authorization is entirely optional and is not required to become a candidate. 

Declarations - please note that any solemn declarations required in conjunction with the nomination 
process must be executed in the presence of the Chief Election Officer, a notary public or commissioner 
for taking affidavits. 

Disclosure Statements - with respect to the Statement of Disclosure form please refer to accompanying 
Fact Sheet for answers to the most frequently asked questions.  If you have questions which are not 
addressed in the Fact Sheet please contact the Chief Election Officer or your legal counsel. 

Nomination Period – Completed nomination forms will be accepted by the Chief Election Officer or 
Deputy Chief Election Officer for the 2026 school trustee election between 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 1, 2026 and 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 11, 2026 at the Strathcona Regional District 
Office located at 990 Cedar Street, Campbell River, B.C. Nomination documents may be hand delivered 
or sent by email or facsimile transmission by the above date. Please note that signed documents may not 
be submitted in counterpart (ie. original signatures affixed to separate copies of a document). 

Public Inspection - nomination documents which have been filed with the Chief Election Officer 
are available for public inspection at www.sd72.bc.ca, www.srd.ca, or at the Strathcona Regional 
District office until late December. 

Campaign Financing - for information regarding election campaign financing please contact Elections 
BC at 1-855-952-0280 (toll free), lecf@elections.bc.ca, or www.elections.bc.ca. 

If you have any questions with respect to the completion, submission or viewing of nomination forms 
please contact the Strathcona Regional District at elections@srd.ca 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
mailto:lecf@elections.bc.ca
http://www.elections.bc.ca/
mailto:elections@srd.ca
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CANDIDATE COVER SHEET AND CHECKLIST FORM 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS) 

 (full name of Candidate) 

This nomination package includes the following completed forms, appointments, consents and 
declarations: 

 Nomination for Office

 Declaration of Nominee

 Other Information Provided by Candidate

 Appointment of Candidate Financial Agent (if Candidate is not acting as own Financial Agent)

 Appointment of Candidate Official Agent (if applicable)

 Appointment of Scrutineer(s) (if applicable)

 Statement of Disclosure: Financial Disclosure Act
(required under the Financial Disclosure Act)

 Candidate Information Release Authorization (The completion and submission of this form is
entirely at your discretion and is not mandatory)

Disclaimer:  All attempts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the forms contained in the 
Candidate Nomination Package – however the forms are not a substitute for provincial 

legislation and/or regulations. 
Please refer directly to the latest consolidation of provincial statutes of BC Laws 

(www.bclaws.ca) for applicable election-related provisions and requirements. 

http://www.bclaws.ca/
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NOMINATION FOR OFFICE OF SCHOOL TRUSTEE
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS)
We, the following qualified electors of School District No. 72 (Trustee Electoral Area 3 – Discovery Islands), 
hereby NOMINATE 

 (full name of person nominated)

also known as: 
(usual name of person nominated if different from above and preferred by the person nominated to appear on the ballot) 

residing at:: 
(full residential address) 

and having a mailing address of: 
(if different from residential address) 

as a candidate for the office of Board of Education Trustee for Electoral Area 3, (Discovery Islands) of School 
District No. 72. 

Each of us affirms that to the best of our knowledge, the above-named person nominated for office: 
• Is or will be on general voting day for the election, 18 years of age or older.
• Is a Canadian citizen.
• Has been a resident of British Columbia, as determined in accordance with section 42 of the School

Act, for at least six months immediately preceding today’s date.
• Is not disqualified under the School Act or any other enactment from being nominated for, being

elected to or holding office as a Trustee or otherwise disqualified by law.
A nominator MUST be a qualified elector of the electoral area where the candidate is running. Elector qualifications are listed in 

sections 40 and 41 of the School Act. 

Please see over for additional space when more than two nominators are required. 

I consent to the above nomination for office: 
NOMINEE’S SIGNATURE DATE: YYY/MM/DD

NOMINATOR NUMBER 1: NOMINATOR NUMBER 2: 

 NOMINATOR’S NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES)  NOMINATOR’S NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES) 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, POSTAL CODE) 
IF NOMINATING AS A RESIDENT ELECTOR 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, POSTAL CODE) 
IF NOMINATING AS A RESIDENT ELECTOR 

LEGAL DISCRIPTION OR PROPERTY ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, 
POSTAL CODE) IF NOMINATING AS A NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR 

LEGAL DISCRIPTION OR PROPERTY ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, 
POSTAL CODE) IF NOMINATING AS A NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR 

 BY CHECKING THIS BOX YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR IN 
THE JURISDICTION THE CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.  

     BY CHECKING THIS BOX YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR 
IN THE JURISDICTION THE CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.

NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE 
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NOMINATION FOR OFFICE OF SCHOOL TRUSTEE
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS)
Each of us affirms that to the best of our knowledge, the above-named person nominated for office: 
• Is or will be on general voting day for the election, 18 years of age or older.
• Is a Canadian citizen.
• Has been a resident of British Columbia, as determined in accordance with section 42 of the School

Act, for at least six months immediately preceding today’s date.
• Is not disqualified under the School Act or any other enactment from being nominated for, being

elected to or holding office as a Trustee or otherwise disqualified by law.
A nominator MUST be a qualified elector of the electoral area where the candidate is running. Elector qualifications are listed in 

sections 40 and 41 of the School Act.

NOMINATOR’S NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES) NOMINATOR’S NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES) 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, POSTAL CODE) 
IF NOMINATING AS A RESIDENT ELECTOR 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, POSTAL CODE) 
IF NOMINATING AS A RESIDENT ELECTOR 

LEGAL DISCRIPTION OR PROPERTY ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, 
POSTAL CODE) IF NOMINATING AS A NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR 

LEGAL DISCRIPTION OR PROPERTY ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, 
POSTAL CODE) IF NOMINATING AS A NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR 

 BY CHECKING THIS BOX YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR IN 
THE JURISDICTION THE CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.  

     BY CHECKING THIS BOX YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR 
IN THE JURISDICTION THE CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.

NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE 

NOMINATOR’S NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES) NOMINATOR’S NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES) 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, POSTAL CODE) 
IF NOMINATING AS A RESIDENT ELECTOR 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, POSTAL CODE) 
IF NOMINATING AS A RESIDENT ELECTOR 

LEGAL DISCRIPTION OR PROPERTY ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, 
POSTAL CODE) IF NOMINATING AS A NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR 

LEGAL DISCRIPTION OR PROPERTY ADDRESS (CITY/TOWN, STREET ADDRESS, 
POSTAL CODE) IF NOMINATING AS A NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTOR 

 BY CHECKING THIS BOX YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR IN 
THE JURISDICTION THE CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.  

     BY CHECKING THIS BOX YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR 
IN THE JURISDICTION THE CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.

NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE NOMINATOR’S SIGNATURE 
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DECLARATION OF CANDIDATE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS) 

I, ___________________________________________________________________________, 
(full name of person nominated) 

also known as ________________________________________________________________, 
(usual name if different from full name, and preferred for ballot) 

residing at 
(residential address) 

and having a mailing address of _________________ 
   (if different from residential address) 

having been nominated for the office of director for Electoral Area 3, (Discovery Islands) of School 
District No. 72 do hereby consent to the nomination and further, do SOLEMNLY DECLARE that: 

a) I am qualified under Section 32 of the School Act to be nominated to the office noted above;
b) to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information provided in the nomination documents

is true;
c) if elected, I fully intend to accept the office for which I have been nominated; and
d) I am aware of the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, and I understand and intend to

fully comply with the requirements and restrictions that apply under that Act.

� I am acting as my own Financial Agent � I am appointing the following Financial 
Agent: 

NOMINEE’S SIGNATURE FINANCIAL AGENT’S NAME (IF APPLICABLE) 

__________________________________ 
Candidate Signature 

__________________________________ 
Phone Number of Candidate 

__________________________________ 
Email Address 

Declared before me at _______________, 

British Columbia this ____________day of 

 ________________, 2026. 

 __________________________________ 
Chief Election Officer or Commissioner 
for taking affidavits for British Columbia 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
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DECLARATION OF CANDIDATE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS) 

ELECTOR ORGANIZATION CANDIDATE ENDORSEMENT AND CONSENT 
NAME OF ELECTOR ORGANIZATION (AS REGISTERED WITH ELECTIONS BC): 

PRINCIPLE OFFICIAL’S LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME(S) 

THE ABOVE-NAMED ELECTOR ORGANIZATION AGREES TO ENDORSE: 
CANDIDATE’S LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME(S) 

PRINCIPLE OFFICIAL’S SIGNATURE DATE: (YYYY/MM/DD) 

Complete the following section only if, as Nominee, you wish an endorsement to apply. 

Pursuant to Section 92(1)(b) of the Local Government Act, I hereby consent to the endorsement by 

(name of elector organization) 

and wish to have the endorsement of this organization included on the ballot. 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
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OTHER INFORMATION PROVIDED BY CANDIDATE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS) 

NOMINEE’S LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME(S) 

USUAL NAME OF PERSON NOMINATED IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE AND PREFERRED BY THE PERSON NOMINATED TO APPEAR ON THE BALLOT 

MAILING ADDRESS (STREET ADDRESS/PO BOX NUMBER)  
AS PROVIDED IN THE NOMINATION DOCUMENTS 

CITY/TOWN POSTAL CODE 

ADDRESS FOR SERVICE (STREET ADDRESS OR EMAIL ADDRESS) CITY/TOWN POSTAL CODE 

TELEPHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS (IF AVAILABLE) 

Additional Addresses for Service Information OPTIONAL 

MAILING ADDRESS (STREET ADDRESS/PO BOX NUMBER)  
IF EMAIL WAS PROVIDED AS ADDRESS FOR SERVICE 

CITY/TOWN POSTAL CODE 

FAX NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS 
IF MAILING ADDRESS WAS PROVIDED AS ADDRESS FOR SERVICE 

Please ensure that name and mailing address information is the same as that 
entered on NOMINATION FOR OFFICE OF TRUSTEE DOCUMENTS 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
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This form is not available for public inspection 
This form will be provided to Elections BC 

I,____________________________________________, having been nominated to the office of trustee 

for Electoral Area 3 (Discovery Islands)  

hereby appoint  ___________________________________________________________ 
(name of financial agent) 

(mailing address of agent) (City/Town) (postal code) 

(telephone number) (email address) (date of appointment) 

as my financial agent for the 2026 school trustee election.  I further understand that an individual who is 
a candidate is deemed to be acting as their own financial agent in the event they do not appoint 
another person as their financial agent. 

APPOINTMENT OF FINANCIAL AGENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS) 

Dated at _____ __________, 

British Columbia this  day of  , 
2026. 

__________________________________ 
Candidate Signature 

__________________________________ 
Phone Number of Candidate 

__________________________________ 
Email Address 

I hereby consent to act as the Financial Agent for 

the above-named Candidate as of the date of this 

appointment: 

__________________________________ 

Signature of Financial Agent 

Dated this _____ day of ____________, 2026. 
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APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIAL AGENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS)

I,   , a candidate for the office of 
(name of candidate) 

trustee for Electoral Area 3 (Discovery Islands) of School District No. 72 in the forthcoming election, 
hereby appoint 

 residing at 
    (name of official agent) 

 as my official agent for 
(residential address) 

the 2026 school trustee election with such appointment to: 

include 

not include 

the delegated authority to appoint scrutineers to observe the conduct of voting and ballot counting 

proceedings for the election. 

_________________________________ 
Candidate Signature 

Dated at _______________________, BC 

this ____ day of ________________, 2026 

Received this _____ day of 

____________________________, 2026 

_________________________________ 
Chief Election Officer or Delegate 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
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APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEER(S) 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS) 

I, 
(name of candidate or official agent) 

 a candidate, or

 an official agent for
(name of candidate) 

for the office of trustee for Electoral Area 3 (Discovery Islands) of School District No. 72 hereby appoint 

NAME OF SCRUTINEER  RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

as my scrutineer(s) for the 2026 school trustee election. 

 

   

Dated at _______________________, BC 

this ____ day of ________________, 2026 

__________________________________ 
Signature of candidate or official agent 

Received this ____ day of ____________, 

2026 

__________________________________ 
Chief Election Officer or Delegate 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/




FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE ACT
The information in this fact sheet applies to you if you have accepted a nomination for election as a Member of the
Legislative Assembly (MLA) in British Columbia.

ABOUT THE ACT
The Financial Disclosure Act requires that the following people make disclosures of assets, debts and sources of
income:

• A nominee for election to provincial or local government* office, as a school trustee, or as a director of a 
francophone education authority.

• An elected local government official.
• An elected school trustee, or director of a francophone education authority.
• An employee designated by a local government, francophone education authority or board of a school district.
• A public employee designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.
*(“local government” includes municipalities, regional districts, and the Islands Trust.)

The intent of the Act is to identify what areas of influence and possible financial benefit an elected official, nominee
or designated employee might have by virtue of their office, and to ensure the public has reasonable access to the
information.

WHAT YOU MUST DISCLOSE
It is not necessary to disclose the value of your holdings or the amount of debt owed, but you must disclose:

• The name of each corporation in which you hold one or more shares, including shares held by a trustee on your
behalf.  

• The name of each creditor to whom you owe a debt, with the following exceptions:  residential property debt
(mortgage, lease or agreement for sale); money borrowed for household or personal living expenses; or any
assets you hold in trust for another person. 

• The name of each business or organization located or carrying on business in British Columbia from which you
receive financial remuneration.  You must also identify your capacity as owner, part-owner, employee, trustee,
partner or other (e.g.  director of company or society).    

• The legal description(s) and address(es) of all land located in British Columbia in which you, or a trustee acting
on your behalf, own an interest or have an agreement, which entitles you to obtain an interest.  Your personal
residence does not need to be disclosed. 

• The following information with regard to corporations where you individually, or together with your spouse,
child, brother, sister, mother or father, own shares which total more than 30% of votes for electing directors:
- The name of each corporation and its subsidiaries.
- The type of business the corporation and its subsidiaries normally conduct. 
- A description and address of land in which the corporation, its subsidiaries or a trustee acting for the 

corporation, own an interest or have an agreement entitling any of them to acquire an interest. 
- A list of creditors of the corporation, including its subsidiaries (you need not include debts of 

less than $5,000 payable in 90 days). 
- list of any other corporations in which the corporation, including its subsidiaries or trustees acting for them,

holds one or more shares.
You must include shares held by a trustee on your behalf, but not shares you hold by way of security.  

Ministry of Attorney General

FACT SHEET
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FILING DISCLOSURE DOCUMENTS
You must use a "Statement of Disclosure" form to make your disclosures under the Act.  You can obtain the form 
from the B.C. Government Web site at: www.gov.bc.ca  [type ‘Statement of Disclosure Form’ in search bar].

You must submit your completed disclosure form with your nomination papers to the Chief Electoral Officer or your
District Electoral Officer.  If you are elected, you will have further disclosure obligations under the Members' Conflict of
Interest Act.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q.  Do I need to list mutual fund investments?  

A. The Financial Disclosure Act was written many years ago and does not specifically address mutual fund
investments.  If you own mutual funds which do not contain corporate shares or interests in land located in
British Columbia, you are not required to disclose your investment.  If you own mutual funds which do contain
corporate shares or interests in land located in British Columbia, your investment should be disclosed either as
trusts (if applicable) or to comply with the spirit of the legislation. 

Q.  Do I need to list investments held in my RRSPs?  
A.  It depends on the type of investments you hold in your RRSPs.  If you hold corporate shares or interests in
land located in British Columbia in an RRSP, those investments must be disclosed to the same extent as if you
held those investments outside an RRSP.  However, if you hold in an RRSP investments which would not be dis-
closable if you held them directly (e.g. term deposits or GICs), they do not become disclosable because they are
held in an RRSP.

Q.  Do I need to list credit card debt for other than ordinary household or personal living expenses?  
A.  Yes, credit card companies for which you owe a debt for other than ordinary household or personal living
expenses must be disclosed.

Q.  Do I need to provide information about land holdings outside the province?  
A.  No, unless the land holdings are owned by a corporation in which you individually (including through a
trustee), or with family members, own shares (other than by way of security) carrying more than 30% of votes
for electing directors.  

Q.  What happens if I forget to include something on my form?
A.  As a nominee for election to provincial office you are required by law to submit a complete disclosure form
with your nomination papers.  If you have forgotten to include something on your form, you should submit a sup-
plement to your filed disclosure form or complete a new disclosure form and submit to the Chief Electoral
Officer as soon as possible.

Q.  Who will have access to the information on my disclosure form?
A.  Your statement of disclosure form will be available for public inspection during normal business hours.

Q.  How long is the information kept on file?
A.  Elections BC keeps a copy of the information for one year.  Following the close of nominations, the original
form is sent to the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly (the disclosure clerk for provincial nominees) and it is kept
indefinitely.  

FURTHER INFORMATION?
You should approach your solicitor or your political party's legal counsel if you require additional information on the
Financial Disclosure Act and the disclosure form. The Chief Electoral Officer does not administer the Financial
Disclosure Act.  Neither the Chief Electoral Officer nor the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly (or their staff) are able to
provide any assistance or advice regarding completion of the disclosure form.

DISCLAIMER
The purpose of this fact sheet is to help nominees for election to provincial office understand the general requirements 

of the Financial Disclosure Act.  However, nominees should refer to the Act itself for specific interpretations. 
(The Election Act and Members' Conflict of Interest Act are also recommended as sources of information.)

page 2 of 2
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Statement of Disclosure
Financial Disclosure Act

You must complete a Statement of Disclosure form if you are:
• a nominee for election to provincial or local government office*, as a school trustee or as a director of a francophone education

authority
• an elected local government official
• an elected school trustee, or a director of a francophone education authority
• an employee designated by a local government, a francophone education authority or the board of a school district
• a public employee designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council
*(”local government” includes municipalities, regional districts and the Islands Trust)

Form and Fact Sheets:
This form, Statement of Disclosure, can be found on the B.C. Government Web site: www.gov.bc.ca [type ‘Statement of Disclosure’ in
the search bar].  The form can be printed and completed by hand, or it can be completed at your computer then printed.  If you do
complete the form at your computer, you will not be able to save it so please ensure you have printed the completed form before exiting
the program.  There are also important fact sheets on the Financial Disclosure Act to accompany this form on the Web site: 
•  Fact Sheet for those accepting nomination as a municipal official [type ‘AG04003-a’ in the search bar]
•  Fact Sheet for those accepting nomination as member of the Legislative Assembly in B.C. [type ‘AG04003-b’ in the search bar].

Who has access to the information on this form?
The Financial Disclosure Act requires you to disclose assets, liabilities and sources of income. Under section 6 (1) of the Act, statements
of disclosure filed by nominees or municipal officials are available for public inspection during normal business hours. Statements filed by
designated employees are not routinely available for public inspection.  If you have questions about this form, please contact your
solicitor or your political party’s legal counsel.

What is a trustee? – s. 5 (2)
In the following questions the term "trustee" does not mean school trustee or Islands Trust trustee. Under the Financial Disclosure Act a
trustee:
• holds a share in a corporation or an interest in land for your benefit, or is liable under the Income Tax Act (Canada) 

to pay income tax on income received on the share or land interest
• has an agreement entitling him or her to acquire an interest in land for your benefit

Person making disclosure:

Street, rural route, post office box:

City: Province: Postal Code:

Level of government that applies to you: provincial            local government
school board/francophone education authority

If sections do not provide enough space, attach a separate sheet to continue.
Assets s. – S. 3 (a)
List the name of each corporation in which you hold one or more shares, including shares held by a trustee on your behalf:

last name first & middle name(s)



Liabilities – s. 3 (e)
List all creditors to whom you owe a debt. Do not include residential property debt (mortgage, lease or agreement for sale), money
borrowed for household or personal living expenses, or any assets you hold in trust for another person:

creditor's name(s) creditor's address(es)

Income – s. 3 (b-d)
List each of the businesses and organizations from which you receive financial remuneration for your services and identify your
capacity as owner, part-owner, employee, trustee, partner or other (e.g. director of a company or society).
• Provincial nominees and designated employees must list all sources of income in the province.
• Local government officials, school board officials, francophone education authority directors and designated employees must list

only income sources within the regional district that includes the municipality, local trust area or school district for which the
official is elected or nominated, or where the employee holds the designated position 

your capacity    name(s) of business(es)/organization(s)

Real Property – s. 3 (f)
List the legal description and address of all land in which you, or a trustee acting on your behalf, own an interest or have an
agreement which entitles you to obtain an interest. Do not include your personal residence.
• Provincial nominees and designated employees must list all applicable land holdings in the province
• Local government officials, school board officials, francophone education authority directors and designated employees must list

only applicable land holdings within the regional district that includes the municipality, local trust area or school district for which
the official is elected or nominated, or where the employee holds the designated position

legal description(s)     address(es)

2



Corporate Assets – s. 5
Do you individually, or together with your spouse, child, brother, sister, mother or father, own shares in a corporation which total more
than 30% of votes for electing directors? (Include shares held by a trustee on your behalf, but not shares you hold by way of security.)

no yes

If yes, please list the following information below & continue on a separate sheet as necessary:
• the name of each corporation and all of its subsidiaries
• in general terms, the type of business the corporation and its subsidiaries normally conduct
• a description and address of land in which the corporation, its subsidiaries or a trustee acting for the corporation, own an interest,

or have an agreement entitling any of them to acquire an interest
• a list of creditors of the corporation, including its subsidiaries. You need not include debts of less than $5,000 payable in 90 days
• a list of any other corporations in which the corporation, including its subsidiaries or trustees acting for them, holds one or more

shares.

signature of person making disclosure date

Where to send this completed disclosure form:
Local government officials: 

. . . to your local chief election officer
• with your nomination papers, and

. . . to the officer responsible for corporate administration
• between the 1st and 15th of January of each year you hold office, and
• by the 15th of the month after you leave office

School board trustees/ Francophone Education Authority directors:
. . . to the secretary treasurer or chief executive officer of the authority

• with your nomination papers, and
• between the 1st and 15th of January of each year you hold office, and
• by the 15th of the month after you leave office

Nominees for provincial office:
• with your nomination papers. If elected you will be advised of further disclosure requirements under the    

Members' Conflict of Interest Act.
Designated Employees: 

. . . to the appropriate disclosure clerk (local government officer responsible for corporate 
administration, secretary treasurer, or Clerk of the Legislative Assembly)

• by the 15th of the month you become a designated employee, and
• between the 1st and 15th of January of each year you are employed, and
• by the 15th of the month after you leave your position 3
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CANDIDATE INFORMATION RELEASE AUTHORIZATION 
 SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 72 

(TRUSTEE ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS)

Your nomination documents will be available to the public for viewing as soon as they are submitted to the 
Chief Election Officer.  Your nomination documents will not necessarily include contact information.  By 
signing and submitting this form with your nomination documents you are giving consent for the Strathcona 
Regional District to provide the contact information that you include below to the public and/or media. 

The information you choose to share may also be posted publicly on websites operated by the Strathcona 
Regional District (www.srd.ca) and CivicInfo BC (www.civicinfo.bc.ca). The latter is a primary resource 
through which the electorate and various media, provincial government ministries and university researchers 
are able to obtain local election information throughout British Columbia. CivicInfo BC may also use the 
information for internal purposes. 
Note: Changes have been made to election publishing requirements to better protect candidates’ personal information, such as their 
telephone number or address, including a requirement to redact this information in public notices and nomination documents published 
online. The name of the jurisdiction where the candidate resides will be included in public notices and in online nomination documents. 
Electors may view unredacted nomination documents at the local government office; however, an elector must sign a declaration that 
they will not use the information included in them except for purposes of the Local Government Act, Vancouver Charter, or Local 
Elections Campaign Financing Act. 

I, _____________________________________________, having accepted a nomination for election to the office 
    (name of person nominated 

of Trustee, Electoral Area 3 (Discovery Islands) in the 2026 school trustee election, hereby give my consent for the 
following information to be shared by fax, telephone, email, posting on a website, or by other means of communication. 

Address: 

Phone: Alternate Phone (e.g. Cell): 

Email: 

Website: 

Twitter: Facebook: 

Gender:  Female   Male Non-Binary Other/undisclosed 

Previous Elected Experience (check one): 
Incumbent.  Served in same position between 2022 and 2026. 
Served on Board prior to 2022, but not between 2022 and 2026. 
Was elected to office in another jurisdiction (school, local, provincial, or federal). 
None. 

Candidate Signature* 
*NOTE:  The completion and submission of this form is entirely at your discretion and is not mandatory.



425 Pinecrest Road, Campbell River, BC  V9W 3P2 
Tel: 250-830-2300  Fax: 250-287-2616 

www.sd72.bc.ca 
 

 

 

 
 

 

NOMINATION PACKAGES NOW AVAILABLE 
 

 
Nomination documents and related information are available online at www.sd72.bc.ca and at  

www.srd.ca, in person at the School District No. 72 Office, 425 Pinecrest Road, Campbell River, BC (call 

250-830-2326 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday, until August 23, 2026, to arrange a 

pick-up time. Commencing August 24, 2026, documents may be picked up between 8:00 a.m. and 12:30 

p.m., and 1:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday); at the Strathcona Regional District Office: 990 

Cedar Street, Campbell River, BC (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday), and at the following locations: 

 

TRUSTEE, ELECTORAL AREA 1 – GREATER CAMPBELL RIVER 

• City of Campbell River, 301 St. Ann's Road, Campbell River, BC (8:30 a.m. -are 4:30 p.m., Monday to 

Friday) 

• Oyster River Discovery Foods, 2207 Glenmore Rd, Campbell River, BC (8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Monday 
to Sunday) 

• Gas & Go 3690 S. Island Highway, Campbell River, BC (6:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m., Monday to Sunday) 

TRUSTEE, ELECTORAL AREA 2 – SAYWARD VALLEY 

• Village of Sayward, 652A H'kusam Way, Sayward, BC (9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m., Tuesday to Friday; commencing September 8, 2026, office hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday) 

TRUSTEE, ELECTORAL AREA 3 – DISCOVERY ISLANDS 

• Cortes Natural Food Co-op, 800 Sutil Point Rd, Manson's Landing, BC (9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m., Monday 
to Sunday) 

• Squirrel Cove Post Office, 1611 Forest Road, Squirrel Cove, BC (8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Monday to 
Sunday) 

• Whaletown Post Office, 1375B Robertson Road, Whaletown, BC (8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), Monday, Wednesday and Friday; (8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon on Tuesday) 

• Heriot Bay Post Office, 1536 West Road, Heriot Bay, BC (8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Sunday to Thursday; 
8:00a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Friday and Saturday) 

• Tru Value Foods, 658 Harper Road, Quathiaski Cove, BC (8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m., Monday to Sunday) 

• Quadra Community Centre, 970 West Road, Quathiaski Cove, BC (9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Monday to 
Friday; commencing September 1, 2026 office hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday to Friday) 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION on the foregoing may be obtained by contacting Edith Watson, Chief Election 

Officer or Betty Wasyliw, Deputy Chief Election Officer at elections@srd.ca or toll free 1-877-830-2990.

  

2026 SCHOOL TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 

http://www.sd72.bc.ca/
http://www.srd.ca/
mailto:elections@srd.ca
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Introduction
This handbook is designed as a day-to-day resource to help local candidates understand 
their campaign responsibilities under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA) and 
associated regulations. It is the responsibility of candidates to ensure they understand and 
follow the rules. This guide is based on current interpretation of the legislation and is not 
considered legal advice by Elections BC.

Each section is designed to address common issues candidates may encounter during local 
elections. We recommend this resource be used in collaboration with other Elections BC 
resources available on our website (elections.bc.ca/local-candidates), including:
  
	Local guides

	Local forms

	Online learning

	Information sessions

Where there is inconsistency between this handbook and the legislation, the legislation will 
prevail. If an interpretation of specific circumstances is required, you may wish to consider 
seeking independent legal advice. 

http://elections.bc.ca/local-candidates
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-guides/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/online-learning/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/information-sessions/


Handbook for Local Candidates 

2 |          Elections BC

Timelines

Key dates Period  Important to know

Election period Starts January 1st in the year 
for General Local Elections, 

or for a by-election, from the 
date the seat becomes vacant, 
until the start of the campaign 

period

	• Candidates are required to appoint a 
financial agent and open a campaign 
account. 

	• There are rules for campaign contributions 
that candidates must follow. 

	• All income and expenses must be recorded 
and receipts maintained.

Pre-campaign 
period

Starts 89 days before General 
Voting Day (GVD) and ends at 
the start of campaign period

Only applicable for General 
Local Elections (not 

applicable for by-elections) 

	• There are rules for election advertising, 
including a requirement for an 
authorization statement on all advertising.

	• All income and expenses must be recorded 
and receipts maintained.

Nomination period Starts 46 days before GVD 
and ends on the 36th day 

before GVD

	• Elections BC does not administer candidate 
nominations for local candidates.

	• Candidate nominations, including elector 
organization endorsements, must be filed 
with Local Chief Election Officers directly.

Election 
period Pre-campaign

period
Nomination 

period
Campaign 

period

General 
Voting Day

(GVD)

Filing 
deadline

Assessment 
period

Jan. 1 for 
General Local 

Elections
or the date 

the seat 
becomes 

vacant for 
by-election

Starts 89 
days before 

GVD 
& 

ends at the 
start of the 
campaign 

period

Starts 46 
days before 

GVD 
& 

ends on the 
36th day 

before GVD

Starts 28 
days before 

GVD 
& 

ends at the 
close of GVD

90 days 
after GVD

After GVD
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Campaign period Starts 28 days before GVD 
and ends at the close of 

general voting

	• There are rules for election advertising, 
which now also include advertising that 
takes a position on an election issue. 

	• All income and expenses must be recorded 
and receipts maintained.

General Voting Day (GVD) 	• No election advertising can be transmitted 
to the public.

	• During voting, candidates must not post, 
display, or distribute election advertising 
or materials identifying a candidate or an 
elector organization within 100 metres of a 
voting place. 

Filing deadline 90 days after GVD 	• All candidates must file a campaign 
financing report with Elections BC.

Assessment period After GVD 	• Elections BC conducts compliance reviews 
and audits. Issues of non-compliance are 
forwarded to investigations for possible 
enforcement. 

	• Candidates must respond to requests 
from Elections BC for additional 
information.
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Running as a candidate 
Individuals can run as:

	� unendorsed candidates (candidates who are not supported by an elector 
organization), or 

	� endorsed candidates (candidates who are supported by an electoral organization).

There are some important differences if running as an endorsed candidate and they are 
highlighted through this booklet. Check page 11 for endorsed candidates expense limits. 

Financial agents
All candidates must have a financial agent. Candidates may appoint another individual to 
act as their financial agent. 

A candidate is automatically their own financial agent if they do not 
appoint anyone. 

The appointment must be made in writing. 

Appointment of financial agent checklist:
	Ё Full name 

	Ё Start date of the appointment

	Ё �Contact information for financial agent, including service address

	Ё Signatures of the candidate and financial agent

Appointment forms, including updates, must be sent to the relevant authorities as soon as 
practicable:

	� before the voting results are declared, to the Local Chief Election Officer for your 
jurisdiction, or

	� after voting results are declared, to Elections BC. 
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Financial agent duties

Financial agents are legally responsible for managing the campaign’s finances. 

Failure to manage the campaign finances and follow LECFA can result in significant 
penalties. 

If a candidate does not appoint a financial agent, they are responsible for all the financial 
agent’s duties. 

Duties include:

�Open and manage a separate campaign bank account that is used exclusively 
for the candidate’s election campaign.

The account must be in the name of the candidate’s campaign. This means it 
includes the candidate’s name and details about the specific election. A campaign 
account must be opened prior to incurring election expenses or accepting campaign 
contributions.

Acceptable account name Not acceptable account name

	• Alex Smith 2026 Vancouver Local 
Election Campaign Account

	• Vancouver by-election for Alex Smith

	• Vancouver Election Account
	• Alex’s Vancouver account

What to look for in a financial agent?

A background in accounting or finance can be an advantage for financial 
agents, but it is not a requirement under LECFA.

An individual can be appointed as the financial agent for more than one 
campaign, however, they should ensure they have the time and resources 
available to meet the responsibilities they have committed to.

1
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Accept and record all income.*

	� Contributions must come from eligible individuals, who are:
	� residents of British Columbia, and
	� Canadian citizens or permanent residents.

�Note: Record all required information for contributions and ensure individuals do 
not exceed the annual contribution limit. Required information listed on page 8. 

	� �Contributions from organizations or individuals residing outside of B.C. cannot be 
accepted.

	� �In addition to contributions, all other income must be tracked, deposited into the 
campaign account and disclosed in the campaign financing report. 

If running as an endorsed candidate, contribution limits are shared 
with the elector organization and all candidates endorsed by the elector 
organization for the same election campaign. This means an individual 
can give the maximum amount to the electoral organization and not to each 
individual candidate. 

Approve expenses.*

	� Approve all expenses incurred by the campaign. 

	� Ensure all election expenses are paid or reimbursed directly from the campaign 
account.

	� Ensure campaign period election expenses do not exceed the expense limit. 

	� Maintain accurate and complete records of all campaign expenses.

	� �Ensure that all campaign expenses are disclosed in the campaign financing report. 

2

3
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For more information, please scan this code and  
review the election expense limit quick reference sheet.

* Financial agents may authorize someone to assist with 
accepting contributions and incurring expenses. The 
authorization must be in writing and kept as an official 
record. 

File campaign financing reports with Elections BC by the filing deadline.

	� The financing report must be submitted within 90 days after GVD.

	� �Amended reports must be submitted within 30 days of becoming aware of errors or 
omissions in the report. 

Maintain financial records in B.C. 

	� �The financial agent must retain the financial records until all required campaign 
financing reports have been submitted.

	� Afterwards, the financial records must be forwarded to the candidate, who must 
retain them for five years after GVD. 

What does it mean to incur an election expense?

Expenses are considered to be incurred once the property or service is used in 
such a manner that the value is an election expense. 

Example: Candidate Alex Smith purchases $1,000 worth of signs during the pre-
campaign period. These signs are displayed in the campaign period. The full $1,000 
cost of the signs must be reported as a campaign period expense and will count 
towards the expense limit.

4

5
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Campaign contributions 
Contributions include any amount of money, property, or services 
provided without compensation to a candidate for campaign use. 

For more information about contributions, including the current 
contribution limit, scan the code and see (elections.bc.ca/local-
contributions).    

Who can contribute? 	• Individuals who live in B.C. and are either a 
Canadian citizen or a permanent resident

What are contribution limits?
	• $1,429.70 for 2026
	• Updated January 1st each year

What counts as a contribution?

	• Cash, cheque, credit card payments, and 
electronic fund transfers

	• Property or services provided free of charge 
which would normally have a cost

	• Discounts, forgiven loans or unpaid debts

What needs to be recorded when 
accepting contributions?

	• Contributor’s full name
	• Contributor’s mailing address
	• If different, contributor’s residential address
	• Amount of contribution
	• Date received
	• How eligibility was confirmed

If using an online processing system (such as Stripe, Square, etc), the 
contribution amount includes any service fees withheld by the processing 
system. 

If an individual contributes $1,420 and the system retains $2.50 as a processing 
fee, the contribution amount is still $1,420, despite the campaign receiving only 
$1,417.50. 

http://elections.bc.ca/local-contributions
http://elections.bc.ca/local-contributions
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Accepting contributions

Candidates, financial agents, and appointed individuals must ensure that a contribution is 
permitted before accepting it. This flow chart will help to determine when contributions can 
and cannot be accepted. 

Are you authorized in 
writing by the financial 
agent?

Does the individual 
live in B.C.?

You 
cannot 

accept this 
contribution.   

YES

You can 
accept this 

contribution.  

Is the contributor 
within the annual campaign 
contribution limit? 

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

Is the individual a 
Canadian citizen or 
permanent resident?

Is the contribution from 
an individual? 

Is the individual using 
their own funds for the 
contribution? 

NO

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO
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 Prohibited Contributions

It is an offence to make or accept a prohibited contribution and Elections BC may issue 
monetary penalties for such contraventions. If you unintentionally accept a prohibited 
contribution, you must return it as soon as you realize the error. Failing to return a 
prohibited contribution can result in significant penalties.

Prohibited contribution checklist:
	Ё �Return the contribution to the contributor within 30 days of becoming aware. If the 

amount cannot be returned, remit it to Elections BC as soon as practicable.

	Ё �Record the details of how the contribution was dealt with as part of the campaign’s 
financial records, including any supporting documentation (i.e. cancelled cheque, 
etc.). 

	Ё Report the prohibited contribution to Elections BC in your campaign financing report. 

When returning a prohibited contribution, you should keep all supporting 
documentation about the return. 

This includes the amount returned and the date it was returned to the 
contributor. If the contributor does not cash the cheque for the returned 
contribution, you must remit the contibution to Elections BC.  

Individuals must use their own funds to make a political contribution. 
This means that the bank account or credit card used for the contribution 
must be in their own name. If the account is in another individual’s name, the 
contribution is an indirect contribution which is prohibited.

Example: A group of three supporters wish to make campaign contributions, but 
only one person brought their chequebook. That supporter writes one cheque for 
$3,000 and writes that it is on behalf of all three of them in the memo line, and the 
other supporters agree to pay them back. This is a prohibited contribution because 
the other supporters did not use their own funds for the contribution.
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Election expenses
Candidates are limited in the amount of election expense they 
can use during the campaign period. Current expense limits are 
posted on our website (elections.bc.ca/local-expense-limits). 

Endorsed candidates may have a reduced expense limit if they have chosen to share some 
of their limit with their elector organization through a Campaign Financing Arrangement 
(CFA). There are significant penalties for exceeding an election expense limit or amount 
available under a CFA.

The following election expenses are not subject to the campaign period expense limits:

	� Personal expenses

	� Legal or accounting services

	� Services provided by a financial agent

	� Interest on a permissible loan for election expense

There are no expense limits for property or services used exclusively outside of the 
campaign period.

All election expenses must be tracked. Record keeping must include:

	Ё Description of the election expense

	Ё Total value of each election expense

	Ё Date the election expense was incurred, including when it was used by the campaign

Supporting documents (e.g. receipts, invoices, etc.) must be retained for 
five years to support campaign record keeping. 

http://elections.bc.ca/local-expense-limits
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Incurring election expenses
Election expenses are incurred based on when the property or services are used. This 
means that you might pay for an expense before the expense is considered to be incurred. 

It is important to report expenses during the period they are used. Failure to report 
expenses in the right period may result in unintentionally exceeding the campaign period 
expense limit and being disqualified from the election.

Market Value
Candidates need to record and report transactions that do not involve money, for example, 
property or services donated and/or used by the campaign. To do this, they must assign a 
market value. 

Market value is the lowest price charged for an equivalent property or service in the area 
at the time. This can be determined by obtaining quotes or estimates online or from local 
vendors for similar products.

How to calculate election expenses?

Election expenses must include all production and transmission costs, and 
applicable taxes.

Example: Candidate Alex Smith pays $2,000 to have a video produced during the 
pre-campaign period. This video is not shared until the campaign period. During the 
campaign period, Alex Smith pays $100 to share the video with the public. In this 
scenario the candidate must report $2,100 towards their election expense limit.

Apportioning election expenses

Some election expenses can be split between two periods – this is called 
apportioning expenses. This can only be done when some of the value is used 
in the campaign period and some of the value is used outside of the campaign 
period.

For example, if you pay for a monthly phone bill, you can split the cost by month. 
However, you can’t split the usage of campaign signs. If a campaign sign is publicly 
displayed starting in the pre-campaign period, and remains during the campaign 
period, the entire value of the sign must be counted against the campaign period 
expense limit (as the full value was transmitted during the campaign period). 
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Volunteering
Individuals are allowed to volunteer for a campaign, however, in some cases their services 
may be a contribution and election expense under LECFA. This flow chart helps to determine 
when an individual’s participation must be reported as a contribution and expense.

The supporting documentations showing how market value was 
determined must be retained as part of the financial records.

Example: Eligible individuals can give non-monetary contributions, including 
services or property, or provide discounts to a candidate. The difference between 
market value and the price paid is a non-monetary contribution. The full market 
value of the property or services used is the amount of the election expense incurred. 
This amount must be recorded and disclosed in the same way as contributions of 
money and election expenses purchased by the campaign.

Did the individual 
receive any payment 
directly or indirectly?  

Is the individual 
self-employed and would 
normally charge for this 
service?  

Is the individual being 
paid for their work on 
the campaign?

This is 
not 

volunteering 
and must be 
recorded and 

reported.   

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO This is 
volunteering and 
does not need to 

be reported.   
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Election advertising
Election advertising includes any paid public transmission, including canvasing voters, that 
promotes or opposes the election of a candidate or an elector organization during the pre-
campaign period or campaign period.

	� During the campaign period, election advertising also includes messages that take a 
position on an issue with which a candidate or elector organization are associated.

	� LECFA does not regulate when a candidate can start advertising, or where they can 
place signs. Candidates should contact their local authority as there may be specific 
by-laws regulating election advertising. 

	� If someone other than a candidate or elector organization wants to conduct election 
advertising, they must register as a third party sponsor with Elections BC. They must 
be independent from the election campaign of any candidate or elector organization.

When candidates are conducting election advertising, the message must include 
sponsorship information that: 

	Ё indicates the ad is authorized by the financial agent,

	Ё includes the name of the financial agent, and

	Ё provides a B.C. phone number, B.C. mailing address or email address where the 
financial agent can be contacted about the advertising.

Acceptable sponsorhip information Not acceptable sponsorhip information

	• Authorized by Alex Smith, financial agent, 
604-555-1234

	• Paid for by Alex Smith’s campaign
	• Authorized advertising, www.AlexSmith.

com

	� If multiple candidates conduct advertising together, or with their elector organization, 
each participant is responsible for paying for their share of the advertising. 
Furthermore, the advertising authorization statement must identify and provide 
contact information for all authorized financial agents.



15

Handbook for Local Candidates 

Elections BC          |

Advertising must not be transmitted on General Voting Day, unless it is one of the following 
activities and is conducted more than 100 metres from a voting place:

	� Signs, posters, and banners

	� Distribution of pamphlets

	� Internet message posted before GVD, which are not changed before the close of 
voting

	� Message with the sole purpose of encouraging voters to vote

Elections BC does not regulate the placement of election advertising. Candidates are 
encouraged to contact the local authority to confirm if there are rules for election signs, 
and to confirm the location of voting places.

If contacting voters by phone, please be aware of the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) rules for unsolicited calling, including do not call 
lists, identification requirements and automatic dialing-announcing device (ADAD) rules. 
More information is available on the CRTC website (https://crtc.gc.ca).

https://crtc.gc.ca
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Campaign financing reports
Every candidate must file a campaign financing report with 
Elections BC within 90 days of GVD, even if they are acclaimed, 
withdraw or have no financial activity to report.

The report consists of the following forms which are available on 
the Elections BC website (elections.bc.ca/local-forms).

	� Disclosure Statement Cover Page

	� Campaign Financing Summary

	� Summary of Campaign Contributions

	� Campaign Contributions With a Total Value of $100 or More

	� Permissible Loans Received

	� Other Income and Transfers Received

	� Prohibited Campaign Contributions and Loans

	� Summary of Elections Expenses

	� Shared Election Expenses

	� Other Expenses and Transfers Given

	� Fundraising Functions

	� Disbursement of Surplus Funds

	� Former Financial Agents

	� Campaign Financing Arrangement

If a candidate has no financial activity to report, this can be indicated on the cover page. 
The remaining forms only need to be filed if there is financial information that needs to be 
reported.

To be accepted, the campaign financing report must be:

	� received by Elections BC by the filing deadline (postmark is not acceptable) – contact 
information is included in this handbook. 

	� signed by both the candidate and the financial agent.

http://elections.bc.ca/local-forms
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Submitting reports

Candidates can submit reports online, by email, mail, fax, courier, or in-person.  
To meet the deadline, we recommend using the Secure Online 
Filing Application (SOFA). 

Scanned reports or electronically filled forms can be directly 
uploaded to SOFA through Elections BC Services 
(https://services.electionsbc.gov.bc.ca/Portal).

Ongoing Education
As you run your campaign, there are a variety of resources available at elections.bc.ca/
local-candidates. These materials are designed to guide your campaign, deepen your 
understanding of the rules, and help you approach your campaign responsibilities with 
knowledge and confidence.

Be sure to visit the candidate homepage regularly. It serves as a central hub for updates, 
reminders, announcements, and additional educational materials. Checking in often will 
ensure you stay informed at every stage of the campaign.

Questions?
For more information:

Phone toll-free 1-800-661-8683

Or contact Elections BC at:

Mailing address PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, B.C. V8W 9J6

Phone 250-387-5305

Fax 250-387-3578

Toll-free fax 1-866-466-0665

Email electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca

Website elections.bc.ca

http://elections.bc.ca/local-candidates
http://elections.bc.ca/local-candidates
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Introduction
Elector organizations (also known as local political parties) promote candidates in local 
elections. Anyone can form an elector organization, but only elector organizations registered 
with Elections BC can endorse candidates, receive campaign contributions and incur election 
expenses. 

This guide provides an overview of the registration and deregistration requirements for 
local elector organizations under the Local Election Campaign Financing Act (LECFA). This 
guide should be used in conjunction with the registration forms provided by Elections BC. 
This guide does not take precedence over LECFA.

For more information and assistance completing an elector organization registration 
application, email electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca or call 1-800-661-8683. 

A link to the Local Election Campaign Financing Act is available on the Elections BC website 
(elections.bc.ca) or a printed copy can be purchased from Crown Publications (crownpub.
bc.ca).

PRIVACY 
Elections BC has the authority to collect, use, disclose and dispose of personal information 
under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act and the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. This information is used to administer provisions of the Local Elections Campaign 
Financing Act. 

For information about Elections BC’s privacy policies, please visit elections.bc.ca/privacy or 
contact the Privacy Officer, Elections BC at 1-800-661-8683 or privacy@elections.bc.ca or  
PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9J6.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
mailto:electoral.finance%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
http://elections.bc.ca
http://crownpub.bc.ca
http://crownpub.bc.ca
http://elections.bc.ca/privacy
mailto:privacy%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
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What is an elector organization? 

Elector organization definition 

The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA) and the Local Government Act define an 
elector organization as an organization that intends to endorse a candidate in an election.

An elector organization must be registered in order to: 

	� endorse a candidate in an election and be identified on a ballot,

	� 	accept campaign contributions,

	� 	enter into a campaign financing arrangement, or 

	� incur election expenses.

Elector organizations that do any of these things prior to registration with Elections BC may 
be subject to significant penalties. 

Although some elector organizations choose to register as societies under the Societies Act, 
this is not a requirement to register as an elector organization under LECFA.

[s. 30.06, 68.27]

A list of currently registered elector organizations is maintained and published on the 
Elections BC website (elections.bc.ca/local-elections/elector-organizations).

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/elector-organizations/
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Elector organization registration

Obligations for registered elector organizations 

All elector organizations must abide by the campaign financing and election advertising 
rules under LECFA. Once registered, the elector organization remains registered with 
Elections BC until it either requests voluntary deregistration or is deregsitrated for failure 
to comply with the Act. In order to  remain registered, an elector organization must:

	� ensure all registration information filed with Elections BC is kept up to date by filing 
notice of any changes within 60 days

	� comply with the financing and reporting requirements under LECFA, including but not 
limited to, filing financial reports and complying with election expense limits

Failure to meet these obligations can result in suspension, deregistration, monetary 
penalties or prosecution.

[s. 30.11, 30.13, 57, 64]
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Registration Process, forms and other 
resources

How to register 

The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA) specifies the information that must be 
contained in an application for registration. The application must be made on forms provided 
by Elections BC and be signed by the authorized principal official of the elector organization.

New registration application

Prior to submitting a registration application, an elector organization must:

	� have a proposed name that is not prohibited under section 30.08 of LECFA

	� appoint an authorized principal official and at least one other responsible principal official

	� appoint a financial agent in accordance with section 19 of LECFA

	� open a campaign account in accordance with section 20 of LECFA

	� have at least 50 elector members in each jurisdiction listed in the application (see page 8)

	� file a completed application for registration with Elections BC

In order to be accepted, all new elector organization registration applications submitted to 
Elections BC must include the following forms:

	� Authorization (4504461)

	� Administration (4504462)

	� Account Information (4504463)

	� Financial Agent Appointment (4504464)

	� Statement of Assets and Liabilities (4504465)

Registration application forms are available on the Local Forms page of our website or can be 
requested from our office.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018#section30.08
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018#section19
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018#section20
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
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The following information must be included in the application:

	� the usual name of the elector organization

	� the legal name of the elector organization, if applicable

	� any abbreviations, acronyms or other names used by the elector organization

	� the name, abbreviation or acronym by which the elector organization wants to be 
identified on ballots

	� the name of each jurisdiction where the elector organization intends to endorse a 
candidate in an election

	� the address(es) where records of the elector organization are kept

	� signed consent of the authorized principal official, including their full name, address, 
phone number, email address and service address 

	� signed consent of other responsible principal officials, including their full name, 
addresses and service addresses. Note that the authorized principal official cannot also 
be appointed as a responsible principal official.

	� signed consent of the appointment of financial agent for the elector organization

	� the names and addresses of all savings institutions where the elector organization has 
a campaign account or other account

	� a statement of the elector organization’s assets and liabilities, dated within 90 days 
before the application is submitted to Elections BC, and signed by the organization’s 
financial agent.

	� a signed declaration by the authorized principal official under section 30.07(4) of LECFA

	� any additional information or evidence necessary to satisfy Elections BC that the elector 
organization meets the requirements for registration

[s. 30.07, 30.09]

Submit the completed registration application to Elections BC by:

Secure Online Filing Application (SOFA): Using the Elections BC Services Portal at 
(elections.bc.ca/services)

Email: electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca

Fax: 250-387-3578

Toll-free fax: 1-866-466-0665

Mail: PO Box 9275, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC, V8W 9J6

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018#section30.07
http://elections.bc.ca/services
mailto:electoral.finance%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
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Restrictions on elector organization names 

Elector organization names (including any abbreviations or acronyms) cannot:

	� be, in the opinion of the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer, likely to be confused with another 
elector organization that:

	� is currently registered in the same jurisdiction, 
	� has an earlier application pending for registration in the same jurisdiction, or 
	� was registered in the same jurisdiction within the previous 10 years.

	� include any other information that is prohibited under section 115(3) of the Local 
Government Act from being included on a ballot (e.g., candidates’ occupations, any 
titles, honours or degrees held by candidates, or any indication that candidates have 
held elected office)

	� �If the ballot name registered with Elections BC is too long to be accommodated 
on the ballot, the Local Chief Electoral Officer may authorize use of a shorter 
ballot name after consulting with the authorized principal official of the elector 
organization and Elections BC.

[Local Government Act, s. 115] 

[s. 30.08]

When registration takes effect 

After receiving an application, Elections BC has 30 days to determine if the elector 
organization meets the requirements for registration, unless the application is submitted 
within 30 days of the nomination period for an election.

If an elector organization applies for registration within 30 days before the start of the 
nomination period for an election, Elections BC has until 30 days after the general voting 
day to determine if the elector organization meets the requirements for registration.

If the application for registration is approved, Elections BC will notify the elector 
organization of the date of registration.

If an elector organization does not meet the registration requirements, Elections BC 
will provide the elector organization with a written explanation of the reasons why the 
organization could not be registered. The elector organization has 30 days from receiving 
the notice to amend its application for registration. If the elector organization does not 
meet the requirements for registration within this 30-day period, the application ceases to 
be effective.

[s. 30.09]

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/r15001_03#section115
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/r15001_03#section115
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Updating registration information 

If any registration information changes, an elector organization must file a notice of the 
change within 60 days after the change occurs. A notice to update registration information 
must be made in writing and must be signed by the authorized principal official of the 
elector organization.

Elections BC may suspend the registration of an elector organization if the organization 
does not file updated registration information within 60 days of the change occurring. The 
suspension of the elector organization continues until all required information has been 
filed. 

A suspended elector organization is prohibited from endorsing a candidate in an election, 
accepting a campaign contribution, entering into a campaign financing arrangement, or 
incurring an election expense.

If a registered elector organization wishes to change its name or to add other names to 
those specified in its registration documentation, the organization must first seek approval 
from Elections BC. The rules regarding name restrictions and the timelines also apply to 
any proposed name changes.

The same forms used for registering an elector organization are used to update 
registration information. If you are unsure about which forms to submit, contact Elections 
BC.

[s. 30.11, 30.06, 30.12]

Public access to elector organization information

Elections BC must maintain a public register of elector organizations that are registered, 
suspended or deregistered. This register is on the Elections BC website and available 
for public inspection at the Elections BC head office. The register contains the following 
information:

	� all registered names for the elector organization, including the legal name, usual 
name, other names, abbreviations or acronyms, as applicable

	� the name of each jurisdiction where the elector organization intends to endorse a 
candidate in an election

	� the name of the authorized principal official and their contact information 

	� the name of the financial agent and their contact information 

[s. 30.10]
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Elector organization Membership
An elector organization must have at least 50 elector members in each jurisdiction when 
they register with Elections BC. These members must be eligible resident or non-resident 
electors for the jurisdiction. 

A resident elector must be:

	�  18 years of age or older on general voting day,

	� a Canadian citizen,

	� a B.C. resident for at least six months immediately before registering to vote,

	� a resident of the municipality or electoral area, as determined in accordance with 
section 67 of the Local Government Act; and 

	� not disqualified from voting in a local election under the Local Government Act or any 
other enactment, or not otherwise disqualified by law.

A non-resident property elector must be:

	� 18 years of age or older on general voting day, 

	� a Canadian citizen, 

	� a B.C. resident for at least six months immediately before registering to vote,

	� owner of real property in the electoral area for at least 30 days before registering to 
vote, and 

	� not disqualified from voting in a local election under the Local Government Act or any 
other enactment, or not otherwise disqualified by law.

Members may also be subject to other eligibility requirements of the elector organization. 

Note: An elector organization may be required to provide the list of its members when 
registering with Elections BC. An elector organization may also be required to provide the 
list of its members to the Provincial Court if the elector organization’s endorsement of a 
candidate is challenged.
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How to determine membership eligibility

Many elector organizations request that prospective members complete a membership 
form and pay a one-time or monthly fee to the elector organization. However, this is not a 
requirement under the Local Government Act. 

Elector organizations generally use the information collected from membership forms to 
determine whether individuals are eligible electors in the jurisdiction where the general 
local election is being held. 

At a minimum, the information colleted by elector organizations must include: 

	� the names and addresses of the members, and 

	� for members who are non-resident property electors, the addresses of the properties 
for which they are eligible to vote.

Membership eligibility for elector organizations is not regulated under LECFA or by 
Elections BC. For more information please contact the Ministry of Housing and Municipal 
Affairs.
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Elector organization financial agents 

Appointing a financial agent 

An elector organization must have a financial agent. They may only appoint one at a 
time. An individual can, however, be a financial agent for more than one individual or 
organization. This means that the elector organization’s financial agent may also be the 
financial agent for the elector organization’s candidates.

The financial agent may also be a responsible principal official of an elector organization.

[s. 19]

The financial agent’s role 

The financial agent is the person responsible for ensuring compliance with the financing 
provisions in the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA).

The financial agent’s responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

	� keeping complete and accurate records of all financial transactions

	� opening a separate campaign account for each jurisdiction where the elector 
organization intends to endorse a candidate

	� ensuring all transactions of money are made through a designated campaign account, 
including expenses for the day-to-day administration of the elector organization

	� ensuring campaign contributions are only received from permissible sources and do 
not exceed contribution limits

	� ensuring election advertising contains the required sponsorship information (also 
known as an authorization statement)

	� filing financial reports and election disclosure statements 

Financial agents are encouraged to review the Guide to Local Elections Campaign Financing 
in B.C. for Elector Organizations to ensure they understand the responsibilities of their role 
prior to their appointment. 

[s. 19, 20]

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-guides/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-guides/


11

Guide to Elector Organization Registration and Deregistration

Elections BC          |

The appointment process 

Financial agent appointments must be made in writing and include:

	� the financial agent’s full name 

	� the effective date of appointment 

	� contact information

	� service address

	� signatures of the financial agent and authorized principal official of the elector 
organization

If the appointment of a financial agent ends for any reason, the elector organization must 
appoint a new financial agent and file a new appointment form with Elections BC as soon as 
possible.

If the financial agent resigns, they must notify Elections BC in writing. The outgoing financial 
agent is responsible for the reporting of the financial affairs until a new financial agent is 
appointed.

[s. 19]
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Elector organization deregistration, 
reregistration and suspension 

Elector organization deregistration 

An elector organization can be deregistered either voluntarily or involuntarily. When an 
elector organization is deregistered, Elections BC must give notice of the deregistration, 
including the effective date and reasons for deregistration, to the elector organization. 

Voluntary deregistration

An elector organization may only voluntarily request to deregister if:

	� the request to deregister is not made during an election in which the elector 
organization is endorsing candidates

	� the elector organization has filed all annual financial reports, election disclosure 
statements and supplementary reports required under LECFA

	� all candidates endorsed by the elector organization have filed all disclosure 
statements and supplementary reports required under LECFA

	� the elector organization has paid any outstanding penalties in relation to exceeding 
an election expenses limit

Applications for voluntary deregistration must be made in writing and must be signed by 
the authorized principal official of the elector organization.

 [s. 30.14]
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Involuntary deregistration

Elections BC can deregister an elector organization if it: 

	� fails to file an annual financial report, election disclosure statement or supplementary 
report, unless court relief from filing obligations is granted

	� endorses a candidate whose expense limit is exceeded and the elector organization 
exceeds their allotted expense limit under their campaign financing arrangement

	� fails to pay a monetary penalty for exceeding an amount available under a campaign 
financing arrangement within 30 days of becoming subject to the penalty

	� is convicted of an offence for providing false or misleading information or making a 
false or misleading statement in relation to obligations under LECFA

Elections BC will provide advance warning of any contraventions of LECFA that may result 
in deregistration. For example, in the case of failing to file a report or disclosure statement, 
Elections BC notice of non-compliance provides the elector organization with sufficient 
time to file the required reports or to seek court relief from the filing obligations before 
deregistration occurs.

 [s. 30.13, 64, 65, 68.01, 68.03]

Deregistered elector organization obligations 

A deregistered elector organization must file a financial report for the period from the date 
of the elector organization’s last annual financial report up to and including the last day the 
elector organization was registered. The report must be received by Elections BC within six 
months of deregistration.

After the payment of any outstanding expenses or debts, deregistered elector 
organizations may disburse the funds remaining in their campaign account(s) as they 
choose. 

The deregistered elector organization is also required to file a report for the period from 
the date of deregistration to the date on which any remaining funds are transferred from 
the campaign account(s) or on which the elector organization reports that there are no 
funds to be transferred.

 [s. 30.16, 30.17]
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How to reregister as an elector organization 

An elector organization that voluntarily deregisters may apply for reregistration at any time.

In the case of involuntary deregistration, the elector organization may apply for 
reregistration after the next general local election.

To reregister, an elector organization must:

	� submit a new elector organization application for registration,

	� satisfy Elections BC that it is the same elector organization that was previously 
registered,

	� fulfill any unfulfilled obligations (e.g., file any outstanding reports, pay outstanding 
penalties), and

	� file a report detailing the elector organization’s financial activities during the period of 
deregistration.

If your elector organization has been deregistered and you would like to reregister, please 
contact us for assistance.

[s. 30.18]

Suspension of an elector organization 

The registration of an elector organization can be suspended if the elector organization:

	� fails to file a registration update within 60 days of a change occurring,

	� files an application for court relief from the penalties related to failure to file a 
required report or disclosure statement, while awaiting decision of the court, and 

	� files an application for court relief from the penalties related to exceeding an expense 
limit or an amount available under a campaign financing arrangement, while awaiting 
decision of the court.

During the period of suspension, an elector organization is prohibited from endorsing 
a candidate, accepting a campaign contribution, entering into a campaign financing 
arrangement and incurring an election expense. 

Notice of suspension is given to the elector organization and is published in the B.C. Chief 
Electoral Officer’s public register of elector organizations. 

[s. 30.06, 30.11, 64, 68.01]

mailto:electoral.finance%40elections.bc.ca%0D?subject=
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Questions?
For more information, please contact Elections BC by-email at 
electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca or toll-free at 1-800-661-8683. 

Mailing address PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, B.C. V8W 9J6

Phone 250-387-5305

Fax 250-387-3578

Toll-free fax 1-866-466-0665

Website elections.bc.ca

mailto:electoral.finance%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
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Introduction
This guide has been developed to assist local candidates and their financial agents to 
understand their responsibilities and legal obligations under the Local Elections Campaign 
Financing Act (LECFA). 

It is the responsibility of all local candidates and their financial agents to ensure they 
understand and follow the rules. This guide is not considered legal advice by Elections BC. 
It is based on our current understanding of the legislation. 

Where there is inconsistency between this guide and LECFA, LECFA will prevail. If an 
interpretation of specific circumstances is required, you may wish to consider seeking legal 
advice. 

We encourage all local candidates and their financial agents to read this guide and other 
compliance materials for local elections on our website (elections.bc.ca). 

We discourage the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to summarize guidance materials or 
prepare information required under LECFA. Use of AI will not be considered as a mitigating 
factor in instances of non-compliance. 

A link to the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act is available on the Elections BC website 
(elections.bc.ca) or a printed copy can be purchased from Crown Publications  
(crownpub.bc.ca).

Privacy
Elections BC has the authority to collect, use, disclose and dispose of personal information 
under LECFA and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. This information 
is used to administer provisions of LECFA.

For information about Elections BC’s privacy policies, please visit elections.bc.ca/privacy or 
contact the Privacy Officer, Elections BC at 1-800-661-8683 or privacy@elections.bc.ca or  
PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9J6.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
http://elections.bc.ca
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
http://elections.bc.ca
http://crownpub.bc.ca
http://elections.bc.ca/privacy
mailto:privacy%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
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Definitions
The following key terms have been used throughout this guide. Most of the terms are 
defined in the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act.

Address for service

A mailing address, or email address provided by an individual or 
organization at which notices and other communications will be accepted as 
served on or otherwise delivered to the individual or organization. 

In addition to the required mailing address or email address, an individual 
or organization may provide an additional address for service. This may 
include: 

	� an email in addition to the mailing address, 
	� a mailing address in addition to the email address, or
	� a fax number.

Anonymous contribution
A campaign contribution made by an eligible individual whose identity 
is unknown. An eligible individual cannot contribute more than $50 
anonymously to a single election campaign. 

Assent voting
Voting on a bylaw or other matter for which a local government is required 
or authorized to obtain the assent of the electors. Assent voting may also be 
referred to as a “referendum.” 

B.C. Chief Electoral Officer

An independent Officer of the Legislature appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor on the recommendation of the Legislative Assembly. The B.C. 
Chief Electoral Officer is responsible for the administration of the provincial 
electoral process in B.C. and the campaign financing and third party 
advertising provisions for local elections and non-election assent voting 
events. 

Campaign account An account in a savings institution opened by a financial agent exclusively 
for the purposes of an election campaign. 

Campaign contribution Generally, a contribution of money, or the value of goods and services 
provided without compensation to a candidate or elector organization. 

Campaign contribution limit The maximum value of campaign contributions that an eligible individual 
may provide. 

Campaign financing 
arrangement

A written agreement between an elector organization and each endorsed 
candidate. The arrangement determines how much of the candidate’s 
campaign period expense limit will be shared with their elector organization. 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Campaign financing 
records The records maintained to complete financial reports required under LECFA.

Campaign period The period that begins on the 28th day before General Voting Day and ends 
at the close of voting on General Voting Day.  

Campaign period election 
advertising

During the campaign period of a general local election, the definition of 
election advertising expands to include communications that take a position 
on an issue associated with a candidate or elector organization.

Campaign period expense An election expense that is used in the campaign period. Most campaign 
period expenses are subject to an expense limit. 

Candidate

In relation to obligations applicable under LECFA, an individual who:

(a)	 intends to become a candidate in an election,
(b)	 is seeking or intends to seek endorsement by an elector organization 

in relation to an election, or
(c)	 was a candidate.

Disclosure statement

A document that discloses activities related to campaign financing. All 
disclosure statements must be filed with Elections BC. 

Disclosure statements are commonly referred to as Campaign Financing 
Reports. Please note: these are different than a “Statement of Disclosure”.

Election advertising
Election advertising is any transmission of a communication to the public 
during the pre-campaign period or campaign period that directly or 
indirectly promotes or opposes a candidate or an elector organization.

Election area The defined geographical area where the election is held. 

Election expense
Generally, the value of property or services used in an election campaign by 
or on behalf of a candidate or elector organization to promote or oppose, 
directly or indirectly, the election of a candidate, or an elector organization. 

Election period

The period that begins on January 1 and ends on the 29th day before 
General Voting Day for general local elections. 

For by-elections, the election period starts on the day the office becomes 
vacant and ends on the 29th day before General Voting Day. 

Election period expense An election expense that is used in the election period. 

Elections BC

A non-partisan Office of the Legislature responsible for the administration 
of the provincial electoral process in B.C. and the campaign financing and 
third party advertising provisions for local elections and non-election assent 
voting events. 
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Elector organization

An organization that endorses or intends to endorse a candidate in an 
election. An elector organization must be registered with Elections BC 
prior to endorsing candidates or conducting any financial activity, including 
accepting contributions or incurring election expenses. 

Eligible individual An individual who is a resident of British Columbia and a Canadian citizen or 
a permanent resident. 

Expense limit

The maximum value of campaign period expenses that a candidate may use 
in a campaign period. 

Endorsed candidates may make all, some or none of their expense limit 
available to their elector organization. 

Filing deadline The last day (90 days after General Voting Day) a disclosure statement may 
be filed with Elections BC without a monetary penalty.  

Financial agent

A representative that a candidate and elector organization is required 
to appoint. A candidate may act as their own financial agent or appoint 
someone else to this position. A candidate or elector organization may not 
have more than one financial agent at the same time. 
Financial agents are responsible for understanding and following the rules 
under LECFA to avoid penalties such as deregistration, disqualifications, 
paying for administrative monetary penalties, or committing offences.  

Fundraising function Includes a social function held by, or on behalf of, a candidate or elector 
organization for the purpose of obtaining funds. 

General Voting Day The final voting day in a general local election, by-election or assent voting 
event. 

Incurring an election 
expense

Using property or services in such a way that their value is an election 
expense. 

Jurisdiction

A separate local authority in which a general local election, by-election or 
assent voting event is held (e.g., a municipality, school district or regional 
district). They are considered separate authorities even if they cover the 
same geographic area. 

Late filing deadline

The last day (120 days after General Voting Day) on which a disclosure 
statement may be filed by a candidate, elector organization or advertising 
sponsor with the payment of a penalty fee, unless relief is granted by the 
Supreme Court. 

Local authority The local authority of a jurisdiction for which an election or non-election 
assent voting can be held. 
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Local election officer
An individual appointed by a local authority to conduct a general local 
election, by-election or non-election assent voting. Local election officers are 
also called chief election officers.

Market value The lowest price charged for equivalent property or services in the market 
area at the relevant time. 

Member
An individual or organization who is a member of an organization. This does 
not include persons who are exclusively financial contributors, customers, 
subscribers, followers or supporters. 

Money
Includes cash, a negotiable instrument (cheque or money order), a payment 
by credit card, any form of electronic payment or funds transfer, or any 
other form of monetary payment.

Permissible loan A loan made by an eligible individual or savings institution to a candidate or 
elector organization. 

Personal expenses

Campaign expenses of a candidate that are paid from or reimbursed to a 
campaign account. All of the following expenses must be reasonable.

(a)	 travel to, within or from the election area in which the candidate is 
running for office

(b)	 lodging, meals and other travel related expenses
(c)	 child or family care if the candidate is usually responsible for
(d)	 expenses related to a disability of the candidate

Placement cost The cost of purchasing election advertising space on the internet, including 
a social media site or website. 

Pre-Campaign Period

The period which begins on the 89th day before General Voting Day for 
a general local election, and which ends on the 29th day before General 
Voting Day for the election. There is no pre-campaign period for a by-
election. 

Prohibited contribution or 
loan

A campaign contribution or loan that is made or accepted in contravention 
of LECFA. There are monetary penalties for making, accepting or failing to 
return prohibited contributions or loans. 

Production cost The value of producing election advertising, including fees such as graphic 
design, video production fees, etc. 

Required contribution 
information

Information that must be recorded for all campaign contributions:

(a)	 value of contribution,
(b)	 date the contribution was made, and
(c)	 full name, residential address of the contributor.
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Shared election expense An election expense agreed to be shared by two or more candidates. 

Significant contributor

An eligible individual who makes:

(a)	 a campaign contribution having a value of $100 or more, or
(b)	 multiple campaign contributions to the same candidate or elector 

organization such that the total value is $100 or more.

Sponsorship information
An authorization statement that is required to be on most election 
advertising. It includes the name of the advertising sponsor and appropriate 
contact information.

Supplementary report
A report that updates Elections BC of changed, added or corrected 
information to a disclosure statement or financial report that includes a 
description of the circumstances leading to its submission. 

Surplus campaign funds The balance of money left in the campaign account after all financial 
transactions are completed. 

Third party sponsor
An individual or organization who sponsors or intends to sponsor election 
advertising independently from the election campaign of any candidate or 
elector organization. 

Transfer Movements of money, property or services between a candidate and their 
elector organization. 

Value of election 
advertising

The value of election advertising is:

	� the price paid for preparing and transmitting the advertising (including 
applicable taxes), or

	� the market value of preparing and transmitting the advertising (including 
applicable taxes), if no price is paid, or if the price paid is lower than the 
market value.

Volunteer

An individual who provides services for no remuneration or material benefit, 
but does not include:

(a)	 an individual whose employer pays them for the time spent performing 
the services

(b)	 an individual who is self-employed, if they usually sell or otherwise 
charge for the services provided



7

Guide to Campaign Financing for Local Candidates and Financial Agents in B.C. 

Elections BC          |

Local elections: shared roles and 
responsibilities

General local elections are held every four years in British Columbia. General local elections 
include elections for: 

	� mayors and municipal councillors,

	� regional district directors,

	� school boards trustees,

	� specified parks boards,

	� local community commissions, and

	� the Islands Trust.

Unlike provincial elections, local elections are not managed by one organization.

Each local government is responsible for running its own local elections, including voting, 
counting, reporting results, and accepting candidate nominations.

Elections BC is responsible for administering the campaign financing and election 
advertising rules in the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA).

The Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Education and Child Care also 
have responsibilities in local elections.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/housing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/education
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Who does what

Area of administration Who is responsible

Voting and ballots Local election officers in the local jurisdiction

Nomination process Local election officers in the local jurisdiction

Financial rules for advertising Elections BC

Campaign financing and disclosure rules Elections BC

Registration of elector organizations and third 
party sponsors

Elections BC

Legislation for local elections Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
Ministry of Education and Child Care

Contact the jurisdiction or the Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs, if you have 
questions about voting, responsibilities of elected officials, election proceedings, or the 
rules in the Local Government Act, Community Charter or Vancouver Charter. 

Contact the school district or the Ministry of Education and Child Care if you have inquiries 
about the School Act.

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/education
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/housing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/education
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Local election officers

Local election officers are appointed by local governments to administer local elections in 
their jurisdiction. They are responsible for:

	� receiving nomination and endorsement documents,

	� declaring candidates,

	� administering voting opportunities,

	� counting votes, and

	� reporting election results.

Elections BC

Elections BC is a non-partisan, independent Office of the Legislature. 

In local elections, Elections BC is responsible for administering campaign financing and 
election advertising rules under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA). 

Elections BC does not administer voting, counting or results reporting at the local level, 
including by-elections and non-election assent voting events (also referred to as referenda) 
held by local election authorities outside of the general local elections cycle.

Elections BC’s responsibilities under LECFA include:

	� 	accepting, reviewing and publishing disclosure statements, annual financial reports 
and supplementary reports

	� 	assisting participants to understand the rules and requirements under LECFA

	� 	registering local advertising sponsors and elector organizations

	� 	undertaking investigations and audits

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Campaign financing
The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA) has rules for candidates, elector 
organizations and third party sponsors. This includes disclosure and reporting 
requirements for campaign financing and election advertising.

Campaign financing periods

Election Period Pre-campaign 
Period Campaign Period Filing Period Assessment 

Period

    

Start of Election 
Period

Start of Pre-
campaign Period

Start of the 
Campaign Period

Filing Deadline Assessment 
Period

January 1 for 
general local 

elections, or the 
date the seat 

becomes vacant 
for by-elections

Expenses used in 
this period must 
be reported on 
the campaign 

financing 
disclosure 
statement.

89 days before 
General Voting 

Day

Election 
advertising 
transmitted 
to the public 

must include an 
authorization 

statement. 
Expenses used in 
this period must 
be reported on 
the campaign 

financing 
disclosure 
statement.

28 days before 
General Voting 

Day

Definition 
of election 

advertising is 
expanded to 
include issue 

based advertising, 
and limits apply 
to the value of 

election expenses 
used.

90 days after 
General Voting 

Day

Campaign 
financing 
disclosure 

statements must 
be filed with 
Elections BC. 

Elections BC 
conducts 

compliance 
reviews and 

audits of financial 
reports, and if 

non-compliance 
is identified, the 
file is forwarded 
for investigation 

and possible 
enforcement.

[s. 10]

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Election Period
For General Local Elections, the election period begins 
at the start of the calendar year in which the general 
local elections will be held. 
For local by-elections, the election period starts the day 
the seat became vacant. 

At the beginning of the calendar year, annual 
campaign contribution limits are calculated and posted 
on the Elections BC website.

Pre-campaign period begins (general elections only)
89 days before General Voting Day and ends at the start 
of the campaing period. By-elections do not have a 
pre-campaign period.
Election advertising must contain authorization 
statements from this date. 

Nomination period begins
46 days before General Voting Day.

Nomination period ends
36 days before General Voting Day.

Campaign period begins 
28 days before General Voting Day
and ends on General Voting Day. 
Election expense limits apply to 
expenses used in this period. 

Candidate Nomination Applications
Local jurisdictions oversee the nominations process. 
Prospective candidates should reach out to their local 
chief election officer to learn more about nomination 
applications.

Before the end of nominations
As soon as practicable after an elector organization 
endorses a candidate, the candidate must provide the 
financial agent for the elector organization the details of 
any contributions accepted.

Before the campaign period begins
Endorsed candidates MUST enter into a campaign 
financing arrangement with their elector organization. 
The candidate, their financial agent and the elector 
organizaton’s financial agent must all sign and date the 
campaign financing arrangement. Once completed, the 
arrangement must be sent to Elections BC.

GENERAL VOTING DAY

Filing deadline for 
election financing disclosure statements
90 days after General Voting Day.
All candidates and elector organizations are required to 
file even if they had no or financial transactions.

As soon as possible after General Voting Day
Financial agents should have all documents and 
financial records ready to prepare the required 
election financing disclosure statement. 

Late filing deadline for 
election financing disclosure statements
120 days after General Voting Day.
Candidates and elector organizations who did not file at the 
filing deadline may file at the late filing deadline on payment 
of a late filing penalty of $500.

All reports are received
Elections BC begins conducting compliance reviews 
and audits of disclosure statements submitted to our 
office. 
Candidates, elector organizations and financial agents 
should be prepared for communications with our office. 
Following a review, disclosure statements may be 
referred to our Investigations department for 
consideration of penalties.

Once the disclosure requirements are fulfilled,
the candidate must keep all financial records in BC for 5 years. 
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Financial agents
The financial agent is legally responsible for administering the candidate’s campaign finances 
in accordance with LECFA. It is the financial agent’s responsibility to know, understand and 
follow the rules under LECFA to avoid penalties such as disqualifications, administrative 
monetary penalties, or offences. 

A candidate may either act as their own financial agent or appoint another person to this 
position. If a candidate chooses to act as their own financial agent, all financial agent 
responsibilities and requirements are theirs. 

A candidate can only have one financial agent at a time. However, a financial agent can be the 
financial agent for more than one candidate or elector organization. 

The financial agent must keep records and supporting documentation for all election 
financing activities, income and expenses. The financial agent is also responsible for ensuring 
disclosure statements are submitted in accordance with LECFA. Elections BC may request this 
documentation during the review process. 

[s. 17, 22]

Appointment requirements

If a candidate is not acting as their own financial agent, appointments must be made in 
writing. 

If the appointment or changes are made:

	� before the voting results are declared, it must be sent to the local election officer. 

	� after the results are declared, it must be sent to Elections BC. 

Appointment information includes:

	� the full name of the financial agent

	� the effective date of appointment

	� contact information

	� address for service

	� signatures of the candidate and financial agent

[s. 17]
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Responsibilities of financial agents

A financial agent is responsible for ensuring compliance with the rules and requirements of 
LECFA. It is critical that financial agents understand campaign financing rules. To support 
financial agents, Elections BC provides education and advice about campaign financing and 
disclosure statements. 

Failure to comply with LECFA can result in a penalty or offence. In some cases, the 
financial agent may be responsible for paying the administrative monetary penalty, and 
in those cases, the financial agent’s name will be published in information related to the 
contravention. We encourage all financial agents to engage with Elections BC’s educational 
materials. 

Financial agents are responsible for:

	� Keeping complete and accurate campaign financing records of all transfers, campaign 
contributions, election expenses, and other financial transactions.

	� Opening a separate campaign account for each campaign to which they are 
appointed.

	� Failure to open a designated campaign account is an offence under LECFA and 
can result in penalties.

	� Ensuring campaign contributions are only received from eligible individuals and 
documenting the eligibility of the contributors. Contributions from the candidate 
are subject to the same rules, recording and reporting requirements as any other 
contributions.

	� Ensuring campaign contributions from eligible individuals do not exceed the 
contribution limit.

	� Contribution limits can be found on our website: elections.bc.ca/local-
contributions

	� Ensuring all transactions of money are made through the campaign account(s), 
including contributions from the candidate to their own campaign.

	� Ensuring election advertising contains the required sponsorship information.

	� Determining the market value of in-kind contributions and expenses, including from 
the candidate.

	� Accepting and depositing permitted campaign contributions into a correct 
designated campaign account.

	� Incurring, paying, recording and disclosing election expenses.

	� Pre-approving all election expenses incurred by others, including the candidate.

https://elections.bc.ca/local-contributions
https://elections.bc.ca/local-contributions
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	� Making and receiving transfers of money between an endorsed candidate’s own 
campaign account and their elector organization.

	� Making and receiving in-kind transfers between an endorsed candidate and their 
elector organization.

	� Filing a campaign financing disclosure statement for each campaign the financial 
agent is appointed for.

	� Responding to questions from Elections BC after filing a disclosure statement and 
filing supplementary reports when required.

	� Ensuring all required financial records are given to the candidate after the disclosure 
requirements are met. Records must be kept by the candidate in BC for 5 years after 
General Voting Day.

Financial agents may authorize another individual in writing to accept campaign 
contributions or to pay election expenses if they choose. The authorization must be in 
writing and the authorization kept as a part of the records. 

Unless a financial agent provides a personal guarantee, they are not liable for debts or 
other liabilities of a local candidate or their campaign. 

Financial agents may also have other roles, such as campaign manager for a candidate or a 
responsible principal official for an elector organization.

Elections BC must be notified as soon as possible of changes to the financial agent or their 
contact information.

[s. 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30]
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Campaign accounts
A campaign account is an account in a savings institution such as a bank, credit union or trust 
company used exclusively for the election campaign. Candidates must have a campaign account if 
they intend to incur any election expenses. Even if a candidate does not plan to accept campaign 
contributions from other individuals and will be self-funding their campaign from their own money, 
they must still have a designated campaign account. The only time a campaign does not have to 
open a campaign account is if they have no monetary transaction of any sort. 

All monetary transactions (e.g. contributions, transfers and expenses) must go through the 
dedicated campaign account. Financial agents are encouraged to open campaign accounts as 
early as possible. If a financial agent has difficulty opening a campaign account, there is a letter 
on the Elections BC website that can be printed and given to the savings institution. 

A campaign account is only valid for the election it was opened in. For example, an account for a 
general election must not be used for a by-election. 

Similarly, if a candidate is running in multiple jurisdictions, they must have a separate campaign 
account for each campaign. For example, if a candidate is running in both a municipal election 
and a school board election, they must open two separate accounts. Failure to open a dedicated 
campaign account for each campaign is an offence.

Candidates cannot share an account and an endorsed candidate must have a separate account 
from their elector organization. 

Each campaign account must be in the name of the election campaign. Examples of candidate 
campaign account names include:

“Alex Smith 2026 Vancouver General Local Election Campaign Account”

“Victoria By-Election Campaign Account of Alex Smith”

Campaign accounts must remain open until all financial transactions have been completed, 
including the disbursement of surplus funds.

Credit Card Purchases 

The financial agent or those appointed in writing by the financial agent, may approve the use of 
a credit card for a purchase. However, receipts from the credit card purchase must be kept and 
submitted to the campaign for reimbursement from the campaign account. 

Credit card purchases which are not reimbursed become a contribution from the individual and 
count towards the contribution limit. 

[s. 18]
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Volunteers
A volunteer is an individual who willingly performs free services for an election campaign. A 
candidate’s campaign may have paid workers and volunteers. Volunteers:

	� receive no compensation (directly or indirectly) for their services

	� cannot be paid by their employer for working as a volunteer

	� can use their vacation time to volunteer

	� must be authorized in writing by the financial agent to accept campaign contributions 
or pay for election expenses

	� must not be self-employed and providing services they normally charge for

When volunteering does and does not count as a contribution

A volunteer’s services, or the use of their own property for the campaign do not count as a 
campaign contribution or election expense. These services do not need to be valued.

Example
A volunteer, Miranda, uses their own car to deliver lawn signs and brochures and is not repaid 
for these expenses from the campaign account. Since the volunteer is using their own property 
in relation to their volunteer services, the value of using the car and gas is neither a campaign 
contribution nor an election expense. 

If someone is self-employed and provides services for free that they would normally charge 
for, it is not volunteering. That individual is making a campaign contribution, and the value 
of their services is an election expense. Financial agents must therefore value, record 
and disclose that contribution and expense. If the value of the services is more than the 
contribution limit, the balance must be paid for from the campaign account.

Example
Martin is a self-employed communications professional. A candidate wants to prepare for 
an interview and asks Martin to help as a favour. For a paying client, Martin would normally 
charge $150 for three hours of work, but Martin provides the service for free. Martin has 
made a campaign contribution of $150, and the candidate has incurred an election expense 
of $150. Both the contribution and the expense must be recorded and disclosed by the 
financial agent.

[s. 13, 14, Schedule s. 1]
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Campaign contributions
A campaign contribution is the value of any money, property or services provided without 
compensation to a candidate for campaign use. A campaign contribution can be made 
at any time including after the election, provided that the contribution is related to that 
election campaign.

A campaign contribution can be a donation of money or goods, services, advance, deposit 
or discount. Campaign contributions of money can be made by cash, cheque, credit card or 
electronic funds transfer. 

If a candidate gives money to their own campaign, it is a campaign contribution and must 
be recorded and disclosed in the same way as all other campaign contributions. Campaign 
contributions made by the candidate are subject to contribution limits. 

[s.13-13.02]

Who can make campaign contributions

Campaign contributions can only be made by eligible individuals. It is an offence to make or 
accept contributions from ineligible contributors. 

An eligible individual is:

	� a resident of British Columbia, and

	� a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident. 

Contributions cannot be made by organizations. 

Financial agents are responsible for confirming and documenting the eligibility of 
contributors and maintaining supporting documents with the financial records. 

[Schedule s. 1]
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Making and accepting campaign contributions

When accepting a campaign contribution, the financial agent or authorized individual, must 
record: 

	� the value, 

	� the date the contribution was made, and 

	� the required contributor information. 

Contributions with insufficient information recorded may become prohibited contributions. 

The following are rules for making and accepting campaign contributions:

	� Campaign contributions must be made to the financial agent or an individual authorized 
in writing by the financial agent. Individuals who are not authorized in writing by the 
financial agent must not accept contributions.

Example
A candidate has a large campaign team and is running multiple campaign events on 
the same day. The financial agent is running the first event, and the candidate asks a 
campaign volunteer to run the second event. At the second event, several people want 
to contribute to the campaign and the campaign volunteer accepts the contributions, 
collecting the necessary contact information, and passes it on to the financial agent 
later that day. Since the campaign volunteer was not authorized in writing by the 
financial agent to accept contributions, these contributions are prohibited and need to 
be returned to the contributors.

	� Only eligible individuals may make campaign contributions. Financial agents and 
authorized individuals may only accept contributions from eligible individuals.

	� Contributions from corporate accounts, preferential discounts from a company, or 
contributions from out of province are prohibited. Making or accepting ineligible 
contributions is an offence and monetary penalties may apply.

	� The financial agent must confirm contributor eligibility. If contributions are accepted 
online through a website, there should be a declaration that the contributor must 
complete confirming they are an eligible individual.

	� Contribution dates are based on when the contribution was accepted, not when it was 
deposited.

	� Contributors must provide information so that financial agents can meet their legal 
disclosure requirements. The financial agent must keep records of these details even if 
the contribution was less than $100 and those details may not need to be reported. 
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	� Financial agents and authorized individuals must ensure that contributions received from 
eligible individuals do not exceed the contribution limit. 

	� Campaign contributions of money must be deposited into the relevant campaign’s 
account. If a contributor wants to contribute to more than one campaign, they must 
make those contributions separately. A contribution must be deposited into the 
corresponding campaign account.

	� Donated (in-kind) property or services must be assigned a market value, recorded and 
disclosed in the same way as contributions of money. The value of donated property and 
services counts towards the individual’s contribution limit. 

	� If property or services are provided by an eligible individual to the candidate at less than 
market value, the eligible individual is making a campaign contribution. The campaign 
contribution is the difference between the price paid and the market value. 

	� The value of a candidate’s own property used in their own campaign is not a campaign 
contribution.

	� Crowdfunding, or crowdsourcing, through the internet for campaign contributions is 
permitted. The crowdfunding system must require the contributor to provide the value, 
the date the contribution was made and the required contributor information, including 
their residential address, and proof of their eligibility, so the financial agent can record it.

	� Anonymous contributions cannot be collected over the internet.

[s. 16, 20, 27, 29]
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Contribution rules

It is important to know which campaign contributions are acceptable, which are prohibited, and 
which funds, property or services are not contributions. All contributions are subject to contributor 
eligibilty requirements and the annual contribution limit. 

Acceptable contributions Prohibited Not contributions

	� money given to a financial 
agent or an individual they 
have authorized

	� non-monetary property and 
services provided to the 
campaign

	� money given by a candidate 
to their own campaign within 
their allowable limit

	� anonymous contributions of 
$50 or less

	� a person purchasing goods or 
services from the candidate 
for more than market value

	� contributions made by 
organizations and ineligible 
individuals

	� contributions that exceed the 
contribution limit

	� giving a contribution to 
someone other than the 
financial agent or someone they 
have authorized

	� making or accepting a 
campaign contribution, 
other than a permitted 
anonymous contribution, 
without providing or recording 
the required contributor 
information, including how the 
individual meets the eligibility 
requirements

	� making or accepting indirect 
campaign contributions

	� making or accepting an 
anonymous campaign 
contribution of more than $50

	� making or accepting a loan 
from an eligible individual that 
is over their contribution limit 
when combined with their 
contributions

	� not repaying a loan or bill 
from an organization and the 
amount becoming a prohibited 
contribution

	� services provided by a 
volunteer including the use of 
their own property in that role 

	� transfers of money, property, 
or services between an 
elector organization and its 
endorsed candidates

	� non-monetary property 
or services owned by a 
candidate and provided for 
use in their own campaign 

	� candidate’s surplus campaign 
funds from the last election 
returned by the jurisdiction

	� free transmission of election 
advertising if offered 
equitably to all candidates

	� publishing or broadcasting 
news, editorials, interviews, 
columns, letters, debates, 
speeches or commentaries 
for free in a periodical, radio 
or television program

	� publications intended to be 
sold whether or not there was 
an election
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Campaign contribution limits

All campaign contributions are subject to annual contributions limits. This limit sets the 
maximum amount eligible individuals may contribute to each campaign during a calendar 
year. The combined total of any monetary contribution, loans, or services made by an 
eligible individual to a candidate cannot exceed the contribution limit in a calendar year. 

Purchases by candidates and other self-funding activities which are not reimbursed 
through the campaign account, are contributions and are counted toward the candidate’s 
contribution limit. 

If a contributor has exceeded the contribution limit, the excess amount is a prohibited 
contribution. There are significant monetary penalties for exceeding a contribution limit. It 
is also an offence to fail to return or remit the funds in the time specified.

Campaign contribution limits are adjusted either by regulation or by changes to the 
consumer price index (CPI). Adjusted amounts are published on the Elections BC website 
and in the B.C. Gazette. 

Contribution limits for unendorsed and endorsed candidates 

	� For unendorsed candidates (candidates who are not endorsed by an elector 
organization) contribution rules change depending on whether it is or is not an 
election year. 

	� �In an election year, an unendorsed candidate can contribute up to double the 
annual campaign contribution limit for their own campaign.

	� �In a non-election year, an unendorsed candidate can contribute up to the 
contribution limit.

	� For candidates endorsed by an elector organization, the limit applies to the elector 
organization and all of its endorsed candidates in a jurisdiction as a whole. An eligible 
individual may not contribute more than the annual limit, in total, to the elector 
organization and its endorsed candidates for each calendar year in each jurisdiction. 

	� If the eligible individual contributed the full contribution limit to an endorsed 
candidate’s campaign, they would be unable to contribute to the electoral 
organization. However, the eligible individual could contribute 50% of the 
contribution limit to the endorsed candidate’s campaign and 50% of the contribution 
limit to the elector organization.

As soon as practicable after an elector organization endorses a candidate in an election, 
the financial agent for the candidate must provide to the financial agent for the elector 
organization all campaign contribution information. This is done to ensure contribution 
limits are maintained.

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/making-a-campaign-contribution#how-much-can-i-contribute
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[s. 30.04-30.05, 35, Regulation s. 70] 

How to determine the value of the contribution

The value of a campaign contribution is the amount provided by the contributor, including 
any fees collected by an online payment system. If an individual contributes the maximum 
annual contribution amount online, and the payment system charges the contributor an 
extra $2, the $2 is now a prohibited contribution provided in excess of the annual limit. 

Financial agents must also determine and report the value of in-kind contributions, such as 
goods and services. In-kind contributions must be reported at market value. Market value 
is the lowest price charged for an equivalent amount of property or services in the market 
area at the time. 

As an example of valuing donated items at market value, if signs are donated to the 
campaign, the financial agent will:

	� use the receipt if the signs are new, or 

	� get a quote from a vendor for the same quantity and quality of the signs given if the 
signs are old. 

This quote, or the receipted value, will be saved for the financial records and the value used 
to determine the value of the contribution and also the value reported as an expense. 

Note: If the campaign is reusing signs purchased by the candidate during a previous 
election, the market value will need to be determined as in the example above. The value 
will be used to report the expense only. There is no contribution in this case as the property 
already belonged to the candidate. 

Foreign currency and cryptocurrency contributions must be valued at the market rate 
on the date of the contribution and are subject to the same contribution rules as other 
contributions. 

[s. 16, 20, 27, 29] 

Anonymous contributions

Anonymous contributions of $50 or less are allowed. However, an eligible individual can 
only give a total of $50 in anonymous contributions to a campaign. The financial agent 
must record the value and date of the contribution and how it was received. 

An example of an acceptable time to receive anonymous contributions is at a pass-the-hat 
activity at a fundraiser. 
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For example, at a fundraising function the financial agent asks Michael, a volunteer for 
the campaign, to monitor a donation jar at the entrance. As attendees arrive, Michael 
observes that eight people make anonymous contributions totaling $112, and no one 
donates more than $50.

Anonymous contributions must be truly anonymous. This means that the financial agent 
or candidate does not know who made the contribution. A contributor cannot ask for 
a contribution to be anonymous. Anonymous contributions cannot be collected by 
crowdfunding or crowdsourcing over the internet.

[s. 26, 29]

Capital assets

Capital assets may include buildings, computers, office furniture and equipment. When 
capital assets are donated by eligible individuals, the contribution is the market value of 
using the property. 

For example, Miriam, an eligible individual, provides office furniture to Anne, a candidate, 
to use in their campaign office for one month. The furniture is normally rented for $500 
per month. Miriam is making a campaign contribution as an eligible individual to Anne of 
$500, the market value of renting the furniture for one month.

[s. 16]

Required contributor information and other recording 
requirements for campaign contributions

Under LECFA, financial agents must keep accurate and detailed records of all financial 
transactions. Detailed records are important for election transparency, and they make it 
easier to complete your campaign financing disclosure statement.

Financial agents must record the following for each campaign contribution:

	� the full name and residential address of the contributor (and mailing address, if it is 
different),

	� the value of the contribution,

	� the date the contribution was made, and 

	� the contributor’s eligibility.
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Note: A residential address is the eligible individual’s home address. Mailing addresses 
such as a PO Box, work address or commercial address do not meet the recording 
requirements. Contributor addresses will be obscured prior to publication of the report. 

There are some circumstances where a financial agent must decline the contribution. A 
contribution must come from an eligible individual. If a contribution appears to come from 
an ineligible individual, the financial agent must decline it. 

If the contribution appears to come from multiple eligible individuals, the financial agent 
must decline the group contribution and collect one from each individual wishing to 
contribute. Indirect contributions are prohibited.

Example
A candidate is campaigning door-to-door and a contributor wishes to write a cheque to 
contribute up to the contribution limit on behalf of each of their three family members, 
who all live there but are not presently at home. The contributor is not allowed to make 
contributions on behalf of other individuals and then be reimbursed by those individuals 
later, as that is an indirect contribution and prohibited.

[s. 29]

Contributions of $100 or more

Eligible individuals who make campaign contributions of $100 or more to the same 
campaigns are significant contributors, and will be reported with full details of each 
contribution in the disclosure report. The contributions could be either a single donation 
of $100 or more, or multiple donations that total $100 or more. This includes in-kind 
contributions.

Example
If a contributor gives $50 in total contributions to a campaign, their name and 
contribution details are not reported in the disclosure statement, even though these 
details must be collected in the financial records for the campaign.

If a contributor gives $50 one month and then another $50 a few months later, the 
contributor’s information for both contributions must be reported on the $100 and over 
contributions form. 

Information about contributors who give a total of $100 or more must be disclosed in the 
candidate’s disclosure statement This includes:

	� full name and residential address of contributor,
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	� value of contribution, and

	� date of contribution. 

Elections BC will obscure contributor addresses before publishing disclosure statements.

[s. 29, 49]

Prohibited contributions

It is an offence to make or knowingly accept a prohibited contribution and monetary 
penalties may apply. 

If the financial agent becomes aware that a contribution is prohibited, they must return the 
contribution to the contributor, or an amount equal to its value, within 30 days of becoming 
aware of the prohibited contribution. Additional monetary penalties may apply if the funds 
are not returned within 30 days. The return must be from the corresponding campaign 
account. 

If a prohibited contribution cannot be returned, such as an anonymous contribution over 
$50, the financial agent must remit it to Elections BC as soon as practicable. Remitted 
funds can now be paid using the Pay BC Application at (https://pay.gov.bc.ca), or by mailing 
certified cheque or money order.

Examples of prohibited contributions

	� Organizations cannot contribute or offer preferential discounts.

Example
A financial agent purchases campaign signs from a local sign shop. The sign shop 
wants to support the candidate’s campaign and gives the candidate a preferential 
20% discount. The 20% discount is not available to any other purchaser and would 
be considered a contribution. As businesses are not eligible contributors, it would 
be prohibited.

	� Contributions over $50 that are anonymous are prohibited. 

Example
A financial agent receives an anonymous contribution of $75 in an envelope under 
the door of the campaign office. The full amount is a prohibited contribution and 
must be remitted to Elections BC.

https://pay.gov.bc.ca
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	� Contributions over the annual contribution limit are prohibited. 

Example
Carrie, an eligible individual, has already contributed the maximum annual 
amount during the calendar year and then  makes another contribution of $300. 
This $300 over the contribution limit is prohibited and must not be accepted. If 
accepted in error, the $300 must be returned to Carrie.

	� Contributions over the limit may also include candidates or campaigns which overspend.

Example
If a candidate spends $8,000 during a campaign but only receives $3,000 in 
contributions, the remaining $5,000 in expenses they pay themselves. The $5,000 the 
candidate spent of their own money would be a campaign contribution, and the amount 
over the contribution limit is a prohibited contribution.

Monetary penalties may be administered for financial agents that accept or fail to return 
prohibited contributions. These penalties may also be applied to individuals and organizations 
that make prohibited contributions. 

[s. 26, 28, 29, 35, 68.13, 68.14, 68.17, 72.1]

Indirect contributions

Indirect campaign contributions are not allowed. This means that individuals may not give money, 
property or services to another person to make a campaign contribution. This applies to members 
of the same family. 

Example
After a fundraising function, a group of three supporters wish to make campaign contributions, 
but only one person brought their chequebook. That supporter writes one cheque for $3,000 
and writes that it is on behalf of all three of them in the memo line, and the other supporters 
agree to pay them back. This is a prohibited contribution because the other supporters did not 
use their own funds for the contribution. Indirect contributions are prohibited.
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Public Safety Canada 

Ensuring that contributions come from eligible individuals is an important measure to help 
prevent foreign interference in local elections. If you become aware of individuals who 
may be suspicious actors, or of any incidents that could pose concerns related to national 
security, you may contact Public Safety Canada for guidance on reporting potential foreign 
interference. More information is available at: https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/
frgn-ntrfrnc/hr-en.aspx.

Fundraising functions

A fundraising function includes a social function held by, or on behalf of, a candidate for the 
purpose of obtaining funds. 

Tickets sold for a fundraiser may only be purchased by eligible individuals and they cannot 
be reimbursed for the purchase of tickets. The purchase of tickets by an eligible individual 
may or may not be a campaign contribution. 

	� If an eligible individual purchases more than $50 worth of tickets, it is a campaign 
contribution. 

	� If an eligible individual purchases $50 or less worth of tickets, it is not a campaign 
contribution.

For example, if one person purchases five tickets at $20 dollars each, that individual has 
made a contribution because the total price of the tickets is $100. If the same individual 
only purchased two tickets for a total of $40, then it would not be a contribution.

All money received at a fundraising function must be deposited into the campaign account 
and disclosed accordingly. Financial agents are not permitted to use cash received at the 
function to pay for expenses. They must deposit all income from the function into the 
corresponding campaign account(s) and pay for costs of the function from the campaign 
account(s) separately.

For example, if a beer and burger fundraiser is held at a pub which will receive half the 
proceeds of the ticket sales, the pub may not collect the money and then give the elector 
organization their share of the profit. 

Goods or services donated to be sold to raise funds are contributions from the individual 
who donated them. 

If the item sells for market value or below, the sales income is reported as fundraising 
income. If the donated item sells for over market value, the amount over market value is a 
contribution from the purchaser. 

https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-ntrfrnc/hr-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-ntrfrnc/hr-en.aspx
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Example
If an eligible individual donates a laptop to auction at the fundraiser, and the market value 
for the laptop is $600, the individual has made a $600 contribution. If the laptop sells at the 
auction for $500, then the sale amount is not a contribution and is recorded as $500 in 
other fundraising income.
However, if the laptop sells for $750, the $600 market value, is other fundraising income, 
and the $150 over the market value is recorded as a contribution from the eligible 
individual who bought the laptop at the auction.

Any anonymous contributions received at the fundraiser, for example from a pass-the-
hat, will also be reported as contributions on the fundraising function form. The financial 
agent must ensure they track how many people attend the event so they have a number of 
individuals to report on the disclosure statement. 

Income generated from fundraisers must be deposited into the corresponding campaign 
account(s), and expenses must be paid from the same campaign account(s). 

[s. 13, 13.01,16]

Loans and outstanding debts

Financial agents may receive loans from eligible individuals and savings institutions for 
campaign use. A loan which remains unpaid becomes a campaign contribution which may 
lead to a prohibited contribution. 

A loan received from an eligible individual must be counted towards the contribution 
limit for that individual in the calendar year the loan was received. 

Financial agents must record the following for each loan received.

	� if the loan is received from an eligible individual: 
	� the full name and residential address of the lender,
	� the date the loan was made,
	� the amount of the loan, and 
	� due date of the loan.

	� if the loan is received from a savings institution:
	� the name of the savings institution,
	� date the loan was made, 
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	� amount of the loan,
	� due date of the loan,
	� interest rate of the loan, and
	� �the prime rate of interest at the time the loan is made. 

Loans to campaigns from savings institutions cannot have a preferential interest rate and the 
interest rate cannot be less than prime at the time of the loan.  

If a financial agent becomes aware that a loan has been accepted in contravention of LECFA, 
they must return the loan or pay the lender an amount equal to the loan within 30 days. 
There are monetary penalties for making or accepting prohibited loans. 

Any loan or debt that remains unpaid for six months after it becomes due converts into 
a campaign contribution unless the creditor has started legal proceedings to recover it. 
Creditors keep their rights to collect the loan or debt past the six month period even if no 
action to collect is taken. 

Prohibited contribution rules apply to loans or debts that become campaign contributions.

[s. 13, 13.02, 18, 22, 27.01-27.02, 30.05, 35, 68.15, 68.16]

Other income and transfers received

Other deposits that are not campaign contributions or permissible loans are recorded and 
reported as other income. 

All money received by the campaign must be deposited into the campaign account. The 
financial agent must record the amount, date and purpose of each deposit that goes into the 
campaign account. 

Such deposits include:

	� interest earned on the account,

	� dividends of shares of a credit union,

	� money earned through product sales,

	� fundraising income that is not a campaign contribution,

	� surplus campaign funds from a previous election returned by the jurisdiction, and

	� transfers of money or goods and services between an endorsed candidate and their 
elector organization. Transfers can be made at any time, including after General Voting 
Day 
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If a candidate sought endorsement from an elector organization but was not endorsed, the 
recording requirements still apply.

For transfers of money between an endorsed candidate and an elector organization, 
report:

	� the date and dollar amount of the transfer

	� the name of the elector organization that made or received the transfer

For in-kind transfers between an endorsed candidate and an elector organization, report:

	� the date of the transfer

	� the market value and a description of the transferred property or services

	� the name of the elector organization that made or received the transfer

For example, if an elector organization provides election signs to its endorsed candidate, 
then the elector organization will report the market value of the signs as a transfer given, 
and the endorsed candidate will report the same amount as a transfer received.

Because both the giver and receiver are required to report the transfer, the transaction 
information should be consistently reported by both the endorsed candidate and their 
elector organization. The financial agent should ensure the value and date of the each 
transfer is recorded and reported consistently.

[s. 13, 18, 22, 23, Regulation s. 6, 13] 
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Expenses and expense limits

Election expenses

An election expense is the value of property or services used in an election campaign 
by or on behalf of a candidate or elector organization to promote or oppose, directly or 
indirectly, the election of a candidate or elector organization. This applies whether the item 
or service was used in the election period, the campaign period, or both. 

Goods produced by a candidate from their own property are not campaign expenses if the 
materials were already owned prior to their decision to run for office.

All election expenses must:

	� be approved by the financial agent before they are incurred,

	� be paid for by the financial agent or an individual authorized in writing by the 
financial agent, and

	� be paid or reimbursed from the campaign account, including if a candidate pays for 
an expense from their personal funds. Receipts must be submitted to the financial 
agent for reimbursement. 

Financial agents must maintain accurate and detailed records of all expenses related 
to the campaign. The records must be complete and accurate to meet the disclosure 
requirements in LECFA. These records can be requested by Elections BC at any time. 

Details for record keeping include:

	� total value and description of each election expense 

	� when each election expense was used (such as election period, campaign period or 
both)

	� total value and description of each payment made from the campaign account, 
including fundraising expenses, intended election expenses, thank-you parties, etc. 
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Valuing election expenses

The value of an election expense is dertmined using the price paid or market value. 

The following rules apply for determining the value of expenses:

	� the price paid for the property or services, including any production costs, or

	� if no price is paid or if the price paid is lower than the market value, the market value 
of the property or services. Market value is the lowest price charged for an equivalent 
amount of property or services in the market area at the time.

Valuing reused materials 

	� It is common for candidates to reuse signs from previous elections. Although no 
money has been spent from the current campaign, the signs must be valued and 
reported as an election expense. 

	� The market value is the cost of buying new materials of the same quality and quantity. 
A quote should be obtained to determine the current price of the goods. 

	� If the reused materials are used during the campaign period, the full value must be 
reported on the disclosure statement as a campaign period election expense subject 
to limits. 

	� If there are additional costs to update old or re-used campaign goods, such as adding 
the sponsorship information, those costs are included in the value of the election 
expense.

For example, if a campaign reuses 100 signs owned by the candidate from a previous 
election, the financial agent should get a quote from a sign maker for the price 
to create 100 new signs of the same size and materials and use this to value the 
expense for the reused signs. If the quote says that $350 is the cost to have new 
signs printed of the same quality and amount, then $350 will be reported as an 
expense subject to the limit. 

Note: There is no amount paid on reused items owned by the candidate, this will create 
a known source of variance in the reporting between total income and expenses of the 
campaign. 
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Election period and campaign period expenses 

Candidates are subject to expense limits. Exceeding the campaign expense limit carries 
serious penalties. If an elected candidate exceeds their expense limit, they will lose their 
seat. 

It is important to note that election expenses must be reported for when they are used. 
Candidates and elector organizations cannot defer payment of expenses to avoid campaign 
expense limits.

When calculating expenses, financial agents must report the full value of the expense. This 
includes material used in production of an item. Incorrect calculations of expenses can 
result in campaigns exceeding their limits, which is an offence. 

Election period expenses:

	� For general local elections, the election period begins on January 1st and ends on 
the 29th day before General Voting Day. 

	� For a by-election, the election period begins on the day the office becomes vacant 
and ends on the 29th day before General Voting Day. 

	� Election expenses used in the election period are election period expenses. 

Campaign period expenses:

	� The campaign period begins on the 28th day before General Voting Day and ends at 
the close of voting on General Voting Day.

	� Election expenses used in the campaign period are campaign period expenses. 

Some expenses are divisible, and can be prorated based on when they are used.

For example, brochures can be apportioned between the election period and the campaign 
period based on when they were distributed.

Example
If the financial agent buys 200 brochures, and 100 are mailed out in the election period, 
the value of those 100 brochures are reported in the election period and not subject to 
the expenses limit. If the remaining 100 are mailed out in the campaign period, the value 
of those 100 will be campaign period election expenses and subject to the expenses limit.
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If only a portion of property or services is used by the campaign, only that portion is an 
election expense. The unused portion is an intended election expense and is recorded as 
an other expense.

Example
If a financial agent buys 200 brochures and distributes 100, then half the cost will be 
reported as an election expense, and the other half as an intended election expense as 
other expenses.

Campaigns are permitted to incur expenses after the close of voting such as celebration 
parties and thank-you cards. 

These post campaign period expenses are not subject to expense limits but must be 
recorded and reported in the disclosure statement as other expenses. 

[s.10, 14, 15, 22, 30]
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Examples of Expenses

The list below is of examples only and does not include every type of campaign expense. 

Election expenses
Election expenses that 
are not subject to the 

limit
Not election expenses

	� campaign advertising 
(such as signs, brochures, 
newspaper ads, etc.)

	� signs reused or repurposed 
from previous elections

	� costs associated with 
transmitting election 
messages to the public 
(such as postage, website 
hosting, etc.)

	� professional photographs, 
videographers, and any 
other costs associated 
with the production of 
advertising

	� holding or attending 
campaign-related meetings, 
functions or events (such 
as costs associated with a 
campaign rally)

	� paid research and opinion 
polling and campaigning 
(such as operating a phone 
bank)

	� paid canvassing in person, 
by phone or over the 
internet

	� campaign office costs
	� bank fees

	� sign, nomination or 
damage deposits if they are 
refunded

	� candidate’s personal 
expenses if paid or 
reimbursed from campaign 
account

	� legal or accounting services 
used to comply with LECFA

	� financial agent services
	� interest on a permissible 

loan to a candidate’s 
campaign for election 
period or campaign period 
expenses

	� expenses that were 
intended to be used as 
election expenses but were 
not, for example leftover 
brochures that were not 
distributed

	� services provided or goods 
produced by a candidate 
from their own property 
(such as making brochures 
with materials already 
owned)

	� services provided or goods 
produced by a volunteer 
from their own property 
(such as canvassing, 
installing signs, running 
social media campaign from 
their own computer, etc.)

	� free media coverage (such 
as news stories, interviews, 
current affairs program, 
etc.)

	� producing, promoting or 
distributing a candidate’s 
publication if it was planned 
to be sold whether or not 
there was an election
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Expense limits

Election expense limits are the maximum amounts of campaign period expenses that a 
candidate may use in a campaign period. 

Elections BC publishes and enforces expense limits but is not responsible for their 
calculation. The Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs, the Ministry of Education and 
Child Care and the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation calculate the 
campaign period expense limits for candidates. 

All candidates are subject to these expense limits which are based on the office sought and 
the population of the election area. 

Elections BC must publish the expense limits by May 31 in the year of general local 
elections. 

For by-elections, the expense limits for the most recent general local elections apply. 

If a candidate exceeds their expense limit:

	� Monetary penalties will apply.

	� They will lose their seat, if elected.

	� They commit an offence.

To find the expense limit for your election area, visit elections.bc.ca/local-expense-limits.

[s. 14, 49, 63.01-63.04, 63.05. 63.06, Regulations s. 72-74]

Campaign financing arrangements

All candidates who are endorsed by an elector organization must have a campaign 
financing arrangement with their elector organization. Campaign financing arrangement 
forms can be found on the Local Forms | Elections BC page. 

Elector organizations are not allowed to incur campaign period expenses unless the 
candidate shares their expense limit with the elector organization under a campaign 
financing arrangement. 

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/candidate-expense-limits/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
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A campaign financing arrangement is a written agreement between an elector organization 
and each endorsed candidate. The arrangement determines how much of the candidate’s 
campaign period expense limit will be shared with their elector organization. 

An endorsed candidate can make all, some or none of their expense limit available to their 
elector organization to spend on their campaign. 

A campaign financing arrangement must be:

	� filed with Elections BC directly, 

	� on the regulated form,

	� completed before the start of the campaign period, and

	� signed by the candidate, the candidate’s financial agent (if applicable) and the financial 
agent of the elector organization.

The amounts listed for the candidate and the elector organization must equal the total 
expense limit if the expense limit is to be shared. 

Amendments or terminations 

Campaign financing arrangements may be amended or terminated. Amendments or 
terminations must be on Elections BC regulated forms. 

	� An amendment to the amounts of expense limits available to the elector organization 
must be made no later than General Voting Day.

	� A termination of a campaign financing arrangement must be done before the start of 
the campaign period.

Important note: A candidate or elector organization must notify their local election officer 
of a termination of endorsement prior to the start of the campaign period to remove the 
endorsement from the ballot. 

[s. 63.07-63.11, Regulation s. 75-79]
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Shared election expenses

A shared election expense is when two or more candidates agree to share in an election 
expense. 

Each candidate’s campaign must pay for and report their portion of the shared election 
expense. If one campaign pays for the expense directly, they must be repaid by the other 
campaign(s) for their portion of the expense. Candidates are not allowed to incur or pay for 
expenses on behalf of another candidate, and must be repaid or reimbursed for any shared 
expenses. 

If election advertising is co-sponsored by two or more candidates, the sponsorship 
information for each candidate’s financial agent must be on the advertising.

Example
Two candidates decide to share signs that promote them both equally. The signs cost 
$500. Each candidate’s financial agent must account for their share ($250). Each 
campaign may pay the vendor directly, or one candidate’s financial agent may pay the 
vendor and other candidate’s financial agent can pay their $250 to the financial agent 
who paid the vendor. All payments and deposits must be made using the candidates’ 
campaign accounts.

Detailed disclosure of shared election expenses is required. In order to meet these 
requirements, financial agents for candidates who participated in a shared election 
expense must record the following:

	� the total value of the shared expense

	� the value of their candidate’s portion

	� the names of the other participating candidates

They must also record, as applicable:

	� the amount paid to the supplier

	� the amount of each reimbursement received from other participating candidates

	� the amount of each reimbursement paid to other participating candidates

[s. 16, Schedule s. 1, s. 44, Regulation ss. 12-13, 13, 25-26] 
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Election advertising
The definition of election advertising is broad and applies to advertising conducted by 
candidates, elector organizations and third party sponsors during the pre-campaign and 
campaign periods. 

Election advertising may include any public communication that directly or indirectly 
promotes or opposes a candidate or an elector organization during the pre-campaign 
period or campaign period for a local election.

In the campaign period, election advertising also includes public communications that take 
a position on an issue associated with a candidate or elector organization.

Election advertising is only regulated during the pre-campaign period and campaign 
period. Advertising conducted outside of these periods is not subject to election 
advertising rules. However, advertising activities during the election period and prior to 
pre-campaign period are still advertising expenses of the campaign and must be recorded 
and disclosed. 

Examples

Election advertising Not election advertising

	� television, radio, newspaper or magazine 
advertisements

	� signs, billboards, posters, bumper stickers or 
branded clothing or objects

	� newsletters, brochures, mailing inserts or 
other advertising sent to the public

	� ads on the internet with a placement cost 
(such as pay-per-click ads, Facebook ads, 
promoted posts, banner ads, pop-up ads, etc.)

	� phone calls made using an automated system 
(e.g., robocalls)

	� paid canvassing in person, by telephone or 
over the internet to attempt to influence how 
voters vote

	� personal or private communications 
	� free media coverage (such as a candidate 

debate on a local news channel, news stories, 
radio interviews, etc.)

	� a communication by an individual or group 
sent directly to their members, employees or 
shareholders 

	� any free communication on the internet (such 
as Facebook, X, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube, 
etc.)

	� free person-to-person phone calls and text 
messages

	� websites or blogs that do not have a 
placement cost

	� producing, promoting or distributing a 
publication if it was planned to be sold 
whether or not there was an election
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Who is the sponsor of election advertising 

Election advertising must be reported by the advertising sponsor. The sponsor of election 
advertising is the individual or organization that pays for the communication to be 
transmitted, unless the cost of transmission is provided as a contribution.

The advertising sponsor must report the value of election advertising which includes all 
property and services used in preparing and transmitting the advertising to the public 
(such as materials, transmission fees, design services, taxes, etc.).

For example, if it cost $500 to produce an advertisement and $150 to transmit or post 
the advertisement, then the total cost of the advertisement is $650.

Election advertising does not include:

	� messages on the internet that do not, and would not normally, have a placement 
cost, including free social media posts, websites and videos. Examples of free 
messages that are not election advertising include personal Facebook, Instagram 
and Snapchat posts, tweets, YouTube videos and websites 

	� free personal or private communications (such as private letters, emails, in-person 
or telephone conversations, etc.)

	� free media coverage (such as news stories, editorials, radio interviews, etc.)

	� producing, promoting or distributing a publication if it was planned to be sold 
whether or not there was an election

	� a communication by an individual or group sent directly to their members, 
employees or shareholders

	� transmission by an individual, on a non-commercial basis, on the internet, or by 
telephone or text message, of their personal views

Note: The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunication Commission (CRTC) also 
provides rules for unsolicited telecommunications made by political entities, including 
candidates and their campaigns. If your campaign is planning to contact the public 
through unsolicited communications, please ensure you familiarize yourself with the rules 
available at: https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/phone/telemarketing/politi.htm

It is prohibited for candidates and elector organizations to sponsor election advertising 
in conjunction with a third party sponsor. Furthermore a third party sponsor must not 
sponsor election advertising on behalf of a candidate or elector organization. 

[s. 7, 9, 16, Regulation s. 10]

https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/phone/telemarketing/politi.htm
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Determining the value of election advertising 

The value of election advertising includes all property and services used in preparing and 
transmitting the advertising to the public (such as materials, transmission fees, design 
services and taxes). 

The value of election advertising is an election expense. If used during the campaign 
period, the value is also a campaign period expense and subject to the expense limit.

Election advertising offered free of charge to all individuals and organizations has a market 
value of zero; however, the value of preparing the advertising is still an election expense.

For example if an advertisement cost $500 to create but was published on a free platform, 
then the total cost of the advertising is $500. 

Advertising suppliers are prohibited from giving special discounts to preferred candidates.

Determining the sponsor of election advertising

The sponsor of election advertising is the individual or organization that is conducting the 
advertising. 

The candidate is still the sponsor even if the advertising is paid for as a campaign 
contribution from an eligible individual and the advertising is conducted at the direction of 
the financial agent.

Note: A third party sponsor is an individual or organization that creates and pays for their 
own election advertising promoting or opposing a candidate or elector organization, or 
promoting or opposing an issue closely associated with a candidate or elector organization. 

Sponsorship information on election advertising

Sponsorship information, also known as an authorization statement, is required on most 
election advertising during the pre-campaign and campaign periods. 

Sponsorship information must include:

	� the name of the financial agent,

	� an indication that it was authorized by the identified financial agent, and

	� a B.C. phone number, or B.C. mailing address or email address at which the financial 
agent can be contacted. 
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Although there are no size requirements for the sponsorship information, it must be clear 
and readable. 

There are monetary penalties for failing to include sponsorship information. See page 50 for 
more information.

For example: 

	� Authorized by Jay Smith, j.smith@email.com 

	� Authorized by Rae Jones, 250-555-1234

Sponsorship information must be on the election advertising itself and must be in English 
or understandable to readers of English. If the advertising is in another language, the 
sponsorship information must also be in that language or understandable to readers of that 
language. 

For example: 

Authorized by John Smith, financial agent 604-123-4567 

                                                                          604-123-4567

For internet advertising that has or would normally have a placement cost, the sponsorship 
information does not need to be on the ad if there is a link that takes the viewer directly to 
the website, landing page or profile page that contains it. 

If a person is paid to canvass voters, either in person, by telephone or over the internet, the 
canvasser must provide voters with the required sponsorship information. 

One-sided election signs must have sponsorship information on the side that contains the 
advertising. It cannot be on the back of the sign. 

If the election advertising is co-sponsored by two or more candidates, the sponsorship 
information for each candidate’s financial agent must be on the advertising. 

For example: Authorized by Jay Smith, j.smith@email.com and Rae Jones, 250-555-1234.
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Advertising restrictions 

Where and when election signs may be placed

Elections BC does not regulate where and when signs may be placed. Contact your local 
government for more information about election sign bylaws in your area. 

The Ministry of Transportation and Transit regulates sign placement on provincial highways. 
Please refer to the Ministry’s policy at www.Gov.bc.ca/electionsigns. 

Important safety note: Placing election signs by digging or driving stakes into the ground 
can pose a safety hazard to sign installers and to underground infrastructure (such as gas 
lines and other utilities). Before placing election signs, you may wish to contact BC One Call 
at 1-800-474-6886 or see the website at www.bc1c.ca to determine if there are risks in your 
area. This service is free of charge and is not associated with Elections BC. 

Campaigning restrictions on General Voting Day

Election advertising is not permitted within 100 metres of a voting place while voting is 
being conducted. 

An individual or organization must not transmit election advertising to the public on General 
Voting Day except for:

	� election advertising on the internet as long as the advertising was transmitted to the 
public before General Voting Day and was not changed before the close of voting. 

	� �For example, if advertising purchased on a monthly basis and General Voting Day 
is included in that purchase and cannot be removed, then the advertising will be 
permitted. 

	� �It is not permitted to schedule election advertising for General Voting Day, such 
as paid Facebook posts. 

	� advertising on the internet that is for the sole purpose of encouraging voters to vote,

	� advertising by means of signs, posters or banners outside of the 100 metre restriction, 
and

	� distributing pamphlets outside of the 100 metre restriction.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/transportation
http://www.Gov.bc.ca/electionsigns
http://www.bc1c.ca
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Permitted on General Voting Day Not permitted on General Voting Day

	� using free social media
	� free person-to-person interactions, such as phone 

calls, emails, text messages, etc.
	� election advertising on the internet as long as the 

advertising was not changed on General Voting 
Day or is solely to encourage voters to vote

	� placing signs or distributing brochures outside of 
100 metres of a voting place

	� campaign meetings or rallies outside of 100 
metres of a voting place

	� scheduling paid ads on the internet including 
paid social media posts on Facebook, X, 
Instagram, etc.

	� automated voice calls (robocalls) and automated 
text messages

	� placing signs or distributing brochures within 100 
metres of a voting place

	� television, radio or newspaper ads
	� campaign meetings or rallies within 100 metres 

of a voting place
	� paid canvassing in person, by telephone or over 

the internet to attempt to influence how voters 
vote

Note: Under the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunication Commission (CRTC) 
rules, unsolicited telecommunications made on behalf of political entites can only occur on 
General Voting Day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. (https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/phone/
telemarketing/politi.htm)

[s. 45]

Authority to remove election advertising 

If election advertising does not include the required sponsorship information, or is 
conducted by an unregistered third party sponsor, Elections BC may require that the 
advertising be:

	� corrected

	� discontinued

	� covered

	� obscured

	� removed

	� destroyed

https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/phone/telemarketing/politi.htm
https://crtc.gc.ca/eng/phone/telemarketing/politi.htm


45

Guide to Campaign Financing for Local Candidates and Financial Agents in B.C. 

Elections BC          |

Certain types of election advertising do not require sponsorship information:

	� clothing

	� novelty items (such as buttons, badges, pins, stickers, bumper stickers, wristbands)

	� small items of nominal value that are intended for personal use (such as pens, mugs, 
magnets, key chains, notepads, business cards)

[s. 44, Regulation s. 20-21]
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Surplus campaign funds
Surplus campaign funds are the balance of money left in a campaign account after all financial 
transactions are completed. Financial agents must record the amount of surplus campaign funds 
remaining and how they deal with them. 

If the candidate contributed money to their own campaign, the financial agent can repay the 
candidate up to the value of those contributions. After the candidate has been reimbursed, any 
remaining surplus campaign funds must be dealt with as follows:

	� Under $500: The financial agent must pay the amount to the candidate or deal with those 
funds as directed by the candidate. 

	� $500 or more: The financial agent must pay the total amount of the surplus campaign 
funds (not just the amount over $500) to the jurisdiction where the candidate ran.

If a candidate who paid surplus funds to a jurisdiction seeks office in the same jurisdiction in 
the next general local election or an earlier by-election, the jurisdiction must pay the surplus 
campaign funds, and any accumulated interest, to the candidate’s financial agent for use in the 
new election. 

If the candidate does not run for office in the same jurisdiction in the next election, the funds 
become the jurisdiction’s to be used at its discretion. 

[s. 24]
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Disclosure statements
Financial agents are responsible for filing disclosure statements with Elections BC, even if 
the candidate withdrew, was acclaimed, or had few or no financial transactions. Candidates 
also have a responsibility to ensure that their financial agents file their disclosure 
statements. 

Disclosure statements are commonly referred to as “campaign financing reports”. These 
are different than the statement of disclosure which would have been submitted with a 
candidate’s nomination documents. 

A disclosure statement includes information on all campaign contributions, election 
expenses, transfers, surplus campaign funds and other transactions related to the 
campaign. A disclosure statement must be filed for every campaign. 

All disclosure statements must be completed on Elections BC forms, which can be found on 
our Local Forms | Elections BC page.

Candidates who were endorsed by an elector organization must include the most recent 
copy of their campaign financing arrangement with their disclosure statement. 

More information on how to complete disclosure statements and supplementary reports 
can be found on our wesbite at Local Guides | Elections BC.

[s. 46, 49] 

Submitting the report

The campaign financing disclosure statement must be received by Elections BC by 90 days 
after General Voting Day. If the deadline falls on a weekend or holiday, the filing deadline is 
moved to the next business day. 

The cover page must be signed by the candidate and the appointed financial agent (if 
relevant) for the report to be accepted as filed. Forms can be found on our website at the 
Local Forms | Elections BC page. 

Failure to file a campaign financing disclosure statement has significant penalties. 

If a candidate fails to file a report, they will be disqualified from running for local office until 
after the next General Local Elections. If the candidate was elected, they will lose their seat 
and a by-election will need to be held. 

If an elector organization fails to file an election report or supplementary report then their 
endorsed candidates will also be disqualified and those elected will lose their seats. The 
elector organization will also be deregistered. 

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-guides/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
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An application to the Supreme Court for relief from disclosure requirements may be 
made.

It is an offence to fail to file a disclosure statement or supplementary report and 
a candidate or financial agent who fails to file a report is liable to a fine of up to 
$10,000 and/ or imprisonment for up to two years. 

Names of late filers and non-filers will be published on our website at elections.bc.ca.

To ensure your report is received by Elections BC before the deadline, you may 
deliver it by:

	� Secure Online Filing Application (SOFA) - (Preferred): Scanned reports or 
forms that are filled electronically can be directly uploaded to SOFA which is 
accessible through Elections BC Services. Please note that an account must be 
set up to use SOFA: https://services.electionsbc.gov.bc.ca/Portal/

	� Email: Scanned reports may be sent to electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca.

	� Fax: Toll-free to 1-866-466-0665.

	� Mail: PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9J6.  
A postmark is not acceptable as proof of delivery by the deadline, so ensure 
reports are mailed well before the deadline. 

	� Courier: Suite 100 – 1112 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3K8  
Ensure reports are sent early enough to be received by the deadline.

	� Personal delivery: 
	� �Elections BC at Suite 100 - 1112 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3K8, Monday 

to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. PST (closed weekends and statutory 
holidays)

Elections BC will confirm receipt of your report once it have been received. If there 
are any issues with your submission that prevent it from being accepted, Elections 
BC may contact you so you can resolve issues before the filing deadline.

[s. 47, 57, 64, 85]

Late filing

If an acceptable campaign financing disclosure statement is not received by the filing 
deadline, the name of the candidate will be published by Elections BC for failure to 
file a report by the legislated deadline and the local jurisdiction will be notified. 

http://elections.bc.ca
https://services.electionsbc.gov.bc.ca/Portal/
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A report may be filed late provided it is received:

	� within 30 days of the filing deadline, and 

	� is accompanied by a $500 late filing fee. 

The late filing fee is payable by cash, money order or certified cheque to the Minister of 
Finance. Alternatively, you may pay the late filing fee online using PayBC. There are significant 
penalties if a financial report is not filed by the late filing deadline.  

[s. 47]

Supplementary reports

If Elections BC advises a financial agent that a supplementary report is required, it must 
be submitted within 30 days of the notification. Elections BC must also inform the local 
jurisdiction of any supplementary reports required. 

A supplementary report must also be filed if a financial agent becomes aware that 
information previously disclosed has changed or does not completely and accurately disclose 
the information required. 

A supplementary report is a complete filing of all of the reporting forms. A supplementary 
report must:

	� provide details about the addition, change or correction to the original disclosure 
statement

	� include a description of the circumstances that led to filing the supplementary report

	� be in a form approved by Elections BC

[s. 54]

Requirement for retaining records

Campaign financing records must be retained in British Columbia until five years after 
General Voting Day. Failure to keep the records for the legislated time frame is an offence. 
Elections BC can request these records at any time as a part of their review process. 

These records must include:

	� copies of the disclosure statements

	� records of contributions and required contributor information
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	� deposit slips

	� expense receipts

	� cheque registers

	� transaction slips

	� all other financial records of the campaign

Financial agents must keep all campaign financing records and other material related to 
the disclosure statement until all disclosure requirements have been fulfilled. After the 
disclosure requirements are met, the candidate becomes responsible for retaining records 
and materials. 

[s. 22, 86]

Public information

Campaign financing reports are made available on the Elections BC website after the filing 
deadline. They may also be viewed at the Elections BC office in Victoria.

Prior to publication, LECFA requires Elections BC to redact from the report any addresses or 
telephone numbers that have been disclosed for candidates and significant contributors.

This requirement does not apply to an address or telephone number provided by a 
financial agent. Since this information is included on the published campaign financing 
report, financial agents should be aware that this information is publicly visible.

Local jurisdictions must also provide public access to disclosure statements.

Copies of campaign financing reports may be obtained from either Elections BC or the local 
authorities for a fee.

[s. 58, 59]

https://contributions.electionsbc.gov.bc.ca/pcs/
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penalties, offences and court orders for 
relief

Elections BC works closely with participants to help them understand and comply with the 
local elections campaign financing rules and regulations. 

For more information on the investigations process and to see currently posted 
administrative monetary penalties, see: elections.bc.ca/events-services/investigations/. 

Posted monetary penalties can be found here: elections.bc.ca/events-services/
investigations/administrative-monetary-penalties/. 

A list of disqualified candidates and advertising sponsors is available on the Elections BC 
website (elections.bc.ca/local-elections/disqualification-lists) and at the Elections BC office in 
Victoria. 

[s. 60] 

Court orders for relief

Financial agents can apply to the Supreme Court for a court order for relief from disclosure 
requirements, expense limit penalties and administrative monetary penalties. 

An application to the Supreme Court for relief from a financial penalty must be filed before 
the compliance deadline.

Candidates and financial agents applying for court relief may want to consult independent 
legal counsel about the court process. 

For details and timelines on filing for a court order for relief, see sections 66-72 of the 
Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA).

https://elections.bc.ca/events-services/investigations/our-investigation-process/
http://elections.bc.ca/events-services/investigations/administrative-monetary-penalties/
http://elections.bc.ca/events-services/investigations/administrative-monetary-penalties/
https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/disqualification-lists/
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018#section66
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resources

Election legislation

Printed versions of local election legislation — including the Local Government Act, the 
Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, the Vancouver Charter, the Community Charter, the 
School Act and the Offence Act — are available at public libraries in communities throughout 
B.C. Printed versions are also available from Crown Publications, Kings’ Printer for British 
Columbia, at:

Mailing address:

PO Box 9452 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC, V8W 9V7

Phone: 250-387-6409

Toll Free: 1-800-663-6105

Fax: 250-387-1120

Email: crownpub@gov.bc.ca

Website: crownpub.bc.ca

BC Laws

BC Laws provides free public online access to the current laws of British Columbia. This 
unofficial current consolidation of B.C. statutes and regulations is updated continually as 
new and amended laws come into force. Electronic versions of the Local Government Act, 
the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, the Vancouver Charter, the Community Charter, 
the School Act and the Offence Act are available online at bclaws.ca.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/r15001_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/vanch_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/03026_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96338_01
mailto:crownpub%40gov.bc.ca?subject=
https://crownpub.bc.ca/
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/r15001_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/vanch_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/03026_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96338_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/
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Questions?
For more information:

Phone toll-free 1-800-661-8683

Or contact Elections BC at:

Mailing address PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, B.C. V8W 9J6

Phone 250-387-5305

Fax 250-387-3578

Toll-free fax 1-866-466-0665

Email electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca

Website elections.bc.ca

mailto:electoral.finance%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
http://elections.bc.ca
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Introduction
This guide is designed to help third party sponsors in local elections understand their 
responsibilities and legal obligations under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act 
(LECFA).

It is the responsibility of third party sponsors to ensure they understand and follow the 
rules. This guide is not considered legal advice by Elections BC. It is based on our current 
understanding of the legislation.

Where there is inconsistency between this guide and LECFA, LECFA will prevail. If an 
interpretation of specific circumstances is required, you may wish to consider seeking 
independent legal advice. If in the future our understanding changes, or laws or 
interpretation change, then the information provided in this guide may not be applicable.

We encourage all third party sponsors to read the most recent version of this guide and 
engage with our other guidance materials on our website (elections.bc.ca/local-tps).

We discourage the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to summarize guidance materials or 
prepare information required under LECFA. Use of AI will not be considered as a mitigating 
factor in instances of non-compliance.

A link to LECFA is available on the Elections BC website or a printed copy can be purchased 
from Crown Publications. 

Privacy
Elections BC has the authority to collect, use, disclose and dispose of personal information 
under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act and the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. This information is used to administer provisions of LECFA. 

For information about Elections BC’s privacy policies, please visit elections.bc.ca/privacy or 
contact the Privacy Officer, Elections BC at 1-800-661-8683 or privacy@elections.bc.ca or  
PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9J6.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
http://elections.bc.ca/local-tps
https://elections.bc.ca/resources/legislation/
https://crownpub.bc.ca/
http://elections.bc.ca/privacy
mailto:privacy%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
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Definitions
The following key terms have been used throughout this guide. Most of the terms are defined 
in the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA).

Address for service

A mailing address, or email address provided by an individual or organization 
at which notices and other communications will be accepted as served on or 
otherwise delivered to the individual or organization. 

In addition to the required mailing address or email address, an individual or 
organization may provide an additional address for service. This may include: 

	� an email in addition to the mailing address, 
	� a mailing address in addition to the email address, or
	� a fax number. 

Anonymous contribution
A sponsorship contribution made by an eligible individual whose identity 
is unknown. An eligible individual cannot contribute more than $50 
anonymously to a single advertising sponsor. 

Assent voting
Voting on a bylaw or other matter for which a local government is required 
or authorized to obtain the assent of the electors. Assent voting may also be 
referred to as a “referendum”. 

Authorized principal official

An individual who makes legally binding statements and declarations on 
behalf of a third party sponsor. Responsibilities include ensuring a disclosure 
statement is filed and retaining records related to sponsorship activities in 
B.C. for 5 years after General Voting Day. 

B.C. Chief Electoral Officer

An Independent Officer of the Legislature appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor on the recommendation of the Legislative Assembly. The B.C. 
Chief Electoral Officer is responsible for the administration of the provincial 
electoral process in B.C. and the campaign financing and advertising 
provisions for local elections and non-election assent voting events. 

Campaign period The period that begins on the 28th day before General Voting Day and ends 
at the close of voting on General Voting Day.

Campaign period election 
advertising

A communication transmitted to the public during the campaign period 
that promotes or opposes, directly or indirectly, the election of a candidate 
or an elector organization that is endorsing a candidate, including a 
communication that take a position on an issue associated with a candidate 
or elector organization.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Candidate

In relation to obligations applicable under LECFA, an individual who:

(a)	 intends to become a candidate in an election,
(b)	 is seeking or intends to seek endorsement by an elector organization 

for an election, or
(c)	 was a candidate.

Directed advertising

Advertising specifically related to a candidate or elector organization by 
naming the candidate or elector organization or identifying the candidate 
by an image, likeness, voice or physical description or identifying an elector 
organization by their logo. 

Disclosure statement
A document that discloses activities related to third party advertising. All 
disclosure statements must be filed with Elections BC. Disclosure statements 
are commonly referred to as Campaign Financing Reports. 

Election advertising

Election advertising is any transmission of a communication to the public 
during the pre-campaign period or campaign period that directly or indirectly 
promotes or opposes a candidate or an elector organization. In the campaign 
period the definition expands to include issue advertising.

Election area The defined geographical area where the election is held. 

Elections BC

A non-partisan Office of the Legislature responsible for the administration of 
the provincial electoral process in B.C. and the campaign financing and third 
party advertising provisions for local elections and non-election assent voting 
events. 

Elector organization

An organization that endorses or intends to endorse a candidate in an 
election. An elector organization must be registered with Elections BC prior to 
endorsing candidates or conducting any financial activity, including accepting 
contributions or incurring election expenses. 

Eligible individual An individual who is a resident of British Columbia and a Canadian citizen or a 
permanent resident. 

Expense limit The maximum value of election advertising that a sponsor may use during 
the campaign period. 

Filing deadline The last day (90 days after General Voting Day) a disclosure statement may be 
filed with Elections BC without a late filing fee. 

General Voting Day The final voting day in a general local election, by-election or assent voting 
event. 

Issue advertising
A form of third party advertising that:
(a)	 respects an issue of public policy, including an assent voting issue, and
(b)	 is not specifically related to any candidate or elector organization. 
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Jurisdiction

A separate local authority in which a general local election, by-election or 
assent voting event is held (e.g., a municipality, school district or regional 
district). They are considered separate authorities even if they cover the same 
geographic area. 

Late filing deadline
The last day (120 days after General Voting Day) on which a disclosure 
statement may be filed with the payment of a late filing fee, unless relief is 
granted by the Supreme Court. 

Local authority The local authority of a jurisdiction for which an election or non-election 
assent voting can be held. 

Local election officer

An individual appointed by a local authority to conduct a general local 
election, by-election or non-election assent voting. Local election officers 
are also called chief election officers and are separate from the B.C. Chief 
Electoral Officer and Elections BC. 

Market value The lowest price charged for equivalent property or services in the market 
area at the relevant time. 

Member
An individual or organization who is a member of an organization. This does 
not include persons who are exclusively financial contributors, customers, 
subscribers, followers or supporters. 

Money Includes cash, a negotiable instrument (cheque, or money order), a payment 
by credit card and any form of electronic payment or funds transfer. 

Non-election assent voting 
advertising sponsor

An individual or organization that sponsors non-election assent voting 
advertising or that registered as a non-election assent voting advertising 
sponsor. 

Permissible loan A loan made by an eligible individual or savings institution to an advertising 
sponsor.

Placement cost The cost of purchasing election advertising space on the internet, including a 
social media site or website. 

Pre-Campaign Period
The period which begins on the 89th day before General Voting Day for a 
general local election, and which ends on the 29th day before General Voting 
Day for the election. There is no pre-campaign period for a by-election. 

Prohibited contribution or 
loan

A sponsorship contribution or loan that is made or accepted in contravention 
of LECFA. There are monetary penalties for making or accepting prohibited 
contributions or loans. 

Required contribution 
information

Information that must be recorded for all sponsorship contributions:

(a)	 value of contribution,
(b)	 date the contribution was made, and
(c)	 full name, mailing address and, if it is different, residential address. 
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Responsible principal 
official

A principal officer of an advertising sponsor who has consented to be a 
responsible principal official. Each third party sponsor that is an organization 
must have at least two individuals’ consent to be responsible principal 
officials, one of which must be the authorized principal official. 

Significant contributor

An eligible individual who makes:

(a)	 a sponsorship contribution having a value of $100 or more, or
(b)	 multiple sponsorship contributions to the same advertising sponsor 

such that the total value is $100 or more. 

Sponsorship contribution
Generally, a contribution of money, or the value of goods and services 
provided, without compensation to a sponsor to use towards sponsoring 
election advertising. 

Sponsorship contribution 
limit

The maximum value of sponsorship contributions that an eligible individual 
may provide. 

Sponsorship information
An authorization statement that is required to be on most election 
advertising during the pre-campaign and campaign periods which identifies 
the sponsor and appropriate contact information. 

Supplementary report A report that updates Elections BC of changed, added or corrected 
information to a disclosure statement. 

Third party advertising

Any communication transmitted to the public by a third party sponsor 
during a pre-campaign period or campaign period that directly or indirectly 
promotes or opposes a candidate or an elector organization. 

In the campaign period, third party advertising includes communications 
that take a position on an issue associated with a candidate or elector 
organization. 

Third party sponsor
An individual or organization who sponsors or intends to sponsor election 
advertising independently from the election campaign of a candidate or 
elector organization. 

Value of third party 
advertising

The value of third party advertising is:
	� the price paid for preparing and transmitting the advertising (including 

applicable taxes), or
	� the market value of preparing and transmitting the advertising (including 

applicable taxes), if no price is paid, or if the price paid is lower than the 
market value.

Volunteer

An individual who provides services for no remuneration or material benefit, 
but does not include:
(a)	 an individual whose employer pays them for the time spent performing 

the services
(b)	 an individual who is self-employed, if they usually sell or otherwise 

charge for the services provided
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Local elections: Shared roles and 
responsibilities

General local elections are held every four years in British Columbia. General local elections 
include elections for:

	� mayors and municipal councillors

	� regional district directors

	� school boards trustees

	� specified parks boards

	� local community commissions, and

	� the Islands Trust.

Unlike provincial elections, local elections are not managed by one organization.

Each local government is responsible for running its own local elections, including voting, 
counting, reporting results, and accepting candidate nominations.

Elections BC is responsible for administering the campaign financing and election advertising 
rules in Local Elections Campaign Financing Act LECFA

The Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Education and Child Care also 
have responsibilities in local elections.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/housing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/education
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Who does what

Area of administration Who is responsible

Voting and ballots
Local election officers in the local jurisdiction

Nomination process

Financial rules for advertising

Elections BCCampaign financing and disclosure rules

Registration of elector organizations and third 
party sponsors

Legislation for local elections Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
Ministry of Education and Child Care

Contact the jurisdiction or the Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs if you have 
questions about voting, responsibilities of elected officials, election proceedings, or the 
rules in the Local Government Act, Community Charter or Vancouver Charter.

Contact the school district or the Ministry of Education and Child Care if you have questions 
about the School Act.

Local chief election officers

Local chief election officers are appointed by local governments to administer local 
elections in their jurisdiction. They are responsible for:

	� receiving candidate nomination and endorsement documents,

	� declaring candidates, 

	� administering voting opportunities,

	� counting votes, and

	� reporting election results.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/housing
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/education
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Elections BC

Elections BC is a non-partisan, independent Office of the Legislature. 

In local elections, Elections BC is responsible for administering campaign financing and 
election advertising rules under the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA). 

We do not administer voting, counting or results reporting at the local level, including by-
elections and non-election assent voting events (also referred to as referenda) held by local 
election authorities outside of the general local elections cycle.

Elections BC’s responsibilities under LECFA include:

	� 	accepting, reviewing and publishing financial reports and supplementary reports,

	� 	assisting participants to understand the rules and requirements under LECFA,

	� 	registering local advertising sponsors and elector organizations, and

	� 	verifying compliance through reviews, audits and investigations.

Information on how to complete disclosure statements can be found in our Third Party 
Sponsor Disclosure Statement Completion Guide. 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Campaign financing
The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act (LECFA) has rules for candidates, elector 
organizations and third party sponsors. This includes disclosure and reporting requirements 
for campaign financing and election advertising.

Campaign financing periods

Pre-campaign 
Period Campaign Period Filing Period Assessment Period

   

Start of Pre-
campaign Period

Start of the 
Campaign Period

Filing Deadline Assessment Period

89 days before 
General Voting Day

Election advertising 
transmitted to the 

public must include 
an authorization 

statement. 

The value of all 
election advertising 
transmitted during 

this period must 
be disclosed on the 

election financial 
reports.

28 days before 
General Voting Day

Definition of 
election advertising 

is expanded to 
include issue based 

advertising, and 
limits apply to the 

value of directed and 
cumulative election 

advertising.

90 days after 
General Voting Day

Financial reports 
must be filed with 

Elections BC.

Elections BC 
conducts compliance 
reviews and audits of 
financial reports, and 

if non-compliance 
is identified, the 
file is forwarded 
for investigation 

and possible 
enforcement.

[s. 10]

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Third Party Advertising
LECFA sets rules for third party sponsors, during local elections. These include requirements 
for third party sponsors to register with Elections BC, and to record and disclose information 
about their election advertising activities.

Individuals and organizations (who are not candidates or elector organizations) that 
sponsor election advertising are third party sponsors. Third party sponsors must:

	� register with Elections BC before sponsoring any election advertising,

	� 	record and disclose who made a contribution (money, property, or services) for 
election advertising, and

	� 	report the value of election advertising transmitted during the pre-campaign period 
and campaign period.

Third party sponsors must be independent from candidates and elector organizations. This 
means that third party sponsors must not conduct third party advertising on behalf of, or 
in coordination with, a candidate or elector organization. There are monetary penalties for 
failure to comply with the independence requirements in LECFA.

[s. 31, 37-41]

What is third party advertising

The definition of third party advertising is broad.

Third party advertising is any public communication sponsored by someone other than 
a candidate or elector organization that directly or indirectly promotes or opposes a 
candidate or an elector organization that is transmitted during the pre-campaign period or 
campaign period.

The value of third party advertising includes not only the cost of sponsoring an 
advertisement but also the value of any property and services used in preparing the 
communication and transmitting it to the public.

In the campaign period, third party advertising also includes public communications that 
take a position on an issue associated with a candidate or elector organization.

Third party advertising is only regulated during the pre-campaign period and campaign 
period. Advertising conducted outside of these periods is not subject to third party 
advertising rules.

[s. 7]
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Determining third party advertising

The following questions should be asked when determining if a communication is third party 
advertising:

	� Will the message be transmitted to the public?

	� Will it be transmitted during the pre-campaign or campaign period?

	� Does it directly or indirectly promote or oppose a candidate or elector organization, 
or take a position on an issue with which a candidate or elector organization is 
associated?

	� If the message is to be transmitted over the internet, will there be, or would there 
normally be, a placement cost?

	� If the message is to be transmitted by canvassing in person, by telephone or over the 
internet and the message attempts to influence how a voter votes, will the canvassing 
be conducted on a commercial basis?

	� Does the message identify a candidate or elector organization?

	� Does the message evaluate the performance of select candidates or elector 
organizations?

	� Does the message compare the positions of candidates or elector organizations on a 
policy issue?

	� Does the message promote or oppose issues associated with certain candidates or 
elector organizations?

	� Does the message reference the election, voting, or the date of General Voting Day?

	� Does the message use language like “Your choice” or “Make your voice heard?”

	� Is the message planned to coincide with the pre-campaign or campaign period?

	� Is there a substantial increase in the volume of advertising than would normally occur 
regardless of whether there is an election?

	� Is there a substantial increase in the number and size of public events than would 
normally occur regardless of whether there is an election?

	� Does the advertising promote or oppose a particular result in assent voting during a 
local election?

If the answer is “yes” for any of the above questions, the message is likely be third party 
advertising.
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Third party advertising does not include:

	� 	messages on the internet that do not, and would not normally, have a placement or 
production cost, including free social media posts, websites and videos. 

	� 	personal or private communications (such as private letters, emails, in-person or 
telephone conversations, etc.).

	� 	free media coverage (such as news stories, editorials, radio interviews, etc.).

	� 	producing, promoting or distributing a publication if it was planned to be published 
regardless of whether there is an election.

	� 	a communication by an individual or group sent directly to their members, employees 
or shareholders.

	� 	transmission by an individual, on a non-commercial basis, on the internet, or by 
telephone or text message of their personal views.

Third party advertising Not third party advertising

	� television, radio, newspaper or magazine 
advertisements

	� signs, billboards, posters, bumper stickers or 
branded clothing or objects

	� newsletters, brochures, mailing inserts or other 
advertising sent to the public

	� ads on the internet with a placement cost (such 
as pay-per-click ads, Facebook ads, promoted 
posts, banner ads, pop-up ads, etc.)

	� phone calls made using an automated system 
(i.e., robocalls)

	� paid canvassing in person, by telephone or over 
the internet to attempt to influence how voters 
vote

	� personal or private communications
	� free media coverage (such as a candidate 

debate on a local news channel, news stories, 
radio interviews, etc.)

	� a communication by an individual or group 
sent directly to their members, employees or 
shareholders

	� any free communication on the internet (such 
as Facebook, X, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube, 
etc.)

	� free person-to-person phone calls and text 
messages

	� websites or blogs
	� producing, promoting or distributing a 

publication if it was planned to be sold whether 
or not there was an election

[s. 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 31]
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Types of third party advertising

There are two types of third party advertising: 

	� directed advertising, and 

	� issue advertising. 

Directed advertising is third party advertising that identifies a candidate, includes a photo 
or likeness of a candidate, or identifies a candidate by voice or physical description.

Directed advertising also includes advertising that names an elector organization or 
includes a logo or likeness of a logo used by the elector organization. 

For example, directed advertising would include a billboard produced by a third party 
sponsor that says “Vote John Smith for Mayor.”

Issue advertising is third party advertising during the campaign period that takes a position 
on an issue associated with a candidate or elector organization, but does not name the 
candidate or elector organization. 

For example, issue-based advertising would include a newspaper ad that says “On election 
day, vote to oppose the construction of a new recreation centre” if certain candidates in 
that jurisdiction were campaigning on a commitment to build a new recreation centre.

[s. 11, 12]
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Registering as a third party sponsor
Third party sponsors must register with Elections BC before sponsoring any election 
advertising. Individuals or organizations can apply to register as third party sponsors at any 
time before an election. 

There are monetary penalties for failure to register as a third party sponsor.

Registration as a local third party sponsor is only valid for one election. Third party sponsors 
will need to re-register with Elections BC if they wish to sponsor third party advertising 
during a future election.

In order to be approved, an application to register as a third party sponsor must be 
fully completed and include the name and contact information of the individual seeking 
registration, or the names and contact information of an organization and its principal 
officials. Registration forms are available on the Elections BC website (elections.bc.ca/local-
forms).

Applications to register also require a solemn declaration, which must be witnessed by a 
Commissioner for Taking Affidavits for British Columbia. This can be done by:

	� local chief election officers

	� Service BC Centres 

Note: not all Service BC offices provide this service. Please check their website or 
phone before attending the office to ensure this service is available at that location. 

Completed applications to register can be sent to Elections BC online, by email, mail, 
fax, or delivered in person to the Elections BC office in Victoria. To meet the deadline, we 
recommend using the Secure Online Filing Application (SOFA). If the application is 
approved, Elections BC will confirm registration with the sponsor.

Note: third party sponsors must not sponsor election advertising until their registration is 
approved.

Elections BC will contact the applicant if the application is not approved, or if more 
information is required, to provide information about next steps for the applicant. 

Registered third party sponsors must keep their registration current by advising Elections 
BC if their information changes (e.g, a change in contact information or principal officials). 
Forms for updating registration information are available on the Elections BC website 
(elections.bc.ca/local-forms).

Upon receipt of the completed forms, Elections BC will update the sponsor’s information. If 
more information is required to process the update, Elections BC will contact the sponsor.

[s. 37-41]

http://elections.bc.ca/local-forms
http://elections.bc.ca/local-forms
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organizations/ministries/citizens-services/servicebc
http://elections.bc.ca/local-forms
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authorization statements
Sponsorship information, also known as an authorization statement, must be included on third 
party advertising. There are monetary penalties for failure to include sponsorship information.

Authorization statements must include:

	� the name of the sponsor,

	� an indication that it was authorized by the sponsor,

	� that the sponsor is registered under LECFA, and

	� a B.C. phone number, or B.C. mailing address, or an email address at which the sponsor 
can be reliably contacted. 

For example, an individual third party sponsor may have an authorization statement like: 

“Authorized by John Smith, registered sponsor under LECFA, 604-123-4567.”

An organization third party sponsor may have a statement like: 

“Authorized by XYZ Company, registered sponsor under LECFA, xyz@company.ca.” 

There are no minimum size requirements for authorization statements, but they must be 
clear and legible. 

One-sided election signs must have sponsorship information on the side that contains the 
advertising. It cannot be on the back of the sign.

Authorization statements must be in English. If the advertising is in another language, the 
sponsorship information must also be in that language. For example:

“  LECFA  604-123-4567.”

“Authorized by John Smith, registered sponsor under LECFA, 604-123-4567.”

If canvassing is performed on a commercial basis (in person, by telephone or over the internet), the 
canvasser must provide voters with the same sponsorship information included in an authorization 
statement.

If advertising is co-sponsored by two or more third party sponsors, the sponsorship information for 
each sponsor must be included. For example: 

“Authorized by ZZZ Company, registered sponsor under LECFA, 250-123-4567 and ZZZ Trade 
Union, registered sponsor under LECFA, 250-123-8910.”

For online advertising, the authorization statement does not need to be included on the ad if there 
is a link that takes the viewer to the website, landing page or profile page that displays it.
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Third party advertising exempt from authorization statements 

Certain types of third party advertising do not require sponsorship information:

	� clothing,

	� novelty items (e.g., buttons, badges, pins, stickers, wristbands, etc.), and

	� small items of nominal value that are intended for personal use (e.g., pens, mugs, 
magnets, key chains, notepads, business cards, etc.).

[s. 44]
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How to calculate the value of advertising
What is the value of advertising 

The value of third party advertising is the total cost of producing and publishing an 
advertisement including any applicable taxes and fees. This includes any costs to prepare 
the ad, such as materials, printing costs, or design services, and any costs to publish or 
distribute the ad.

For example, if you pay $500 to produce a radio advertisement, $2,000 for a broadcaster to 
transmit the ad, and 12% tax on each amount, the total value is:

$500 + ($500 x 0.12) + $2,000 + ($2,000 x 0.12) = $2,800

Note: advertising suppliers, such as newspapers, broadcasters and sign printers, must not 
give preferential discounts to third party sponsors. Discounted rates that are not available 
to everyone are sponsorship contributions, and organizations are prohibited from making 
sponsorship contributions. Discounts that are available to everyone are not sponsorship 
contributions. 

Individual third party sponsors do not need to include the value of their own time or labour 
used to produce or transmit advertising. However, they must include the value of any 
property purchased to produce or transmit the ad. For example, supplies such as paper, 
wood, paint, etc. Property that is not purchased for producing or transmitting the ad, such 
as the sponsor’s own vehicle or computer, does not need to be included in the total value 
of the advertising.

For example, if you design a brochure on your computer, print 500 copies at a local printing 
shop for $0.25 per brochure (plus 12% tax) , and spend $20 on gas to deliver them, the total 
value is:

($0.25 x 500) + [($0.25 x 500) x 0.12] + $20 = $160

Valuing staff, volunteer and outside services 

The value of services used to produce or transmit third party advertising must be included 
in the total value of the advertising if:

	� the services are purchased or received from a vendor

	� the services are performed by employees of an organization that is a third party 
sponsor, or
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	� the services are provided by a self-employed individual that normally charges for the 
service.

For example, if a third party sponsor organization directs an employee member to prepare 
a message for election advertising, the employee’s wages for the time spent preparing the 
message must be included in the total value of the advertising. 

Volunteer services do not need to be included in the total value of third party advertising. 
Property of a volunteer that is not purchased specifically for producing or transmitting 
advertising, such as a vehicle or a computer, also does not need to be included in the value 
of the advertising. 

[s. 33, Regulations s. 17]

Prorated and shared third party advertising

Third party sponsors may split the costs of advertising based on time (prorated) or share 
costs with other sponsors, by following the guidelines below:

	� Production costs

	� The full production costs of third party advertising must be included in the total 
value, even if the advertisement was used for other purposes before the pre-
campaign or campaign periods, or will continue to be used after the election. 

	� Transmission costs

	� Only include the portion of transmission costs related to transmission during the 
pre-campaign period or campaign period.

For example, if a third party sponsor rents a billboard for one year at a rate of $1,000 per 
month ($12,000 total), produces an election advertisement for the billboard for $2,000 and 
the advertisement remains on display during the pre-campaign and campaign periods, the 
sponsor may prorate the cost of renting (i.e., transmitting) the billboard. 

	� Shared costs

	� If advertising is co-sponsored by two or more registered third party sponsors, 
each sponsor must report the amount that they paid and the total value of the 
shared advertising. 
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Third party advertising expense limits
There are two expense limits for third party advertising that apply during the campaign period: 

	� the directed advertising expense limit, and

	� the cumulative advertising expense limit

Both limits only apply during the campaign period. There is no expense limit for third party 
advertising in the pre-campaign period. However, expenses must be reported based on when 
they are used not when they are paid for.

Directed advertising limit Cumulative advertising limit

The directed advertising expense limit 
is the limit that applies to directed 
advertising. 

Directed advertising limits are specific to 
each election area and apply to advertising 
that directly promotes or opposes a 
candidate or an elector organization.

The cumulative advertising expense limit 
applies to the total amount of campaign 
period advertising conducted by a third 
party sponsor, including both directed 
advertising and issue advertising. 

This limit applies to all election areas 
across the province. The total value of 
election advertising from all election areas 
cannot exceed this limit.

For example, if the directed advertising limit in one election area is $2,000, and the limit 
is $1,200 in another election area, while the cumulative advertising limit for all areas is 
$150,000, a third party sponsor may spend up to the limit on directed advertising in each 
jurisdiction ($2,000 + $1,200) and the remainder of the cumulative limit on issue advertising 
($150,000 - [$2,000 + $1,200] = $146,800).

The Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs, the Ministry of Education and Child Care and 
the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation calculate expense limits for third 
party sponsors. 

Elections BC will publish the expense limits no later than May 31 in the year of general local 
elections. These limits can be found on our Third Party Expense Limits page.

For by-elections, the expense limits for the most recent general local elections apply. 

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/third-party-expense-limits/
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Attribution Rules

In order to meet disclosure and reporting requirements, third party sponsors must record 
as much information as possible about each directed advertising expense, including:

	� the total value of the expense,

	� which election area(s) the advertising relates to, and

	� how much time or space in the ad is attributed to each candidate or elector 
organization.

For directed third party advertising in relation to a single election area, the total value of 
the expense must be attributed to the expense limit for that election area. 

For directed advertising in relation to multiple election areas, the expense must be 
attributed to each applicable election area’s expense limit based on the amount of time and 
space related to each election area. 

For example, if a sponsor purchases an advertisement for $2,000 that promotes both a 
candidate for mayor and a candidate for a board of education, with the ad space divided 
equally between the two candidates, the sponsor must attribute $1,000 to the expense 
limit for each of the two election areas.

For directed advertising that relates to elector organizations (and is not related to specific 
candidates), third party sponsors must divide the total value of the advertising by the 
number of election areas where the elector organization is registered. This value must be 
applied to each election area’s expense limit. 

Third party sponsors may also share advertising with other sponsors, but the total value of 
the advertising is still subject to the same limits (i.e., advertising expenses contribute to the 
limits for both sponsors).

Each third party sponsor must report the amount they paid for the shared advertising. 

Third party sponsors who exceed expense limits commit an offence under LECFA, and  may 
be subject to monetary penalties or disqualification.

[s. 41.1 - 41.7, Regulations s. 18, 18(3)(a)]
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Advertising restrictions

Where and when election signs may be placed

Elections BC does not regulate where and when signs may be placed. However, local 
governments have the authority to regulate the size, placement, maintenance and removal 
of signs and other forms of public advertising. Contact your local government for more 
information about election sign bylaws in your area. 

The Ministry of Transportation and Transit regulates sign placement on provincial highways. 
Please refer to the Ministry’s policy for more information.

Important safety note: placing election signs by digging or driving stakes into the 
ground can pose a safety hazard to sign installers and to underground infrastructure (such 
as gas lines and other utilities). Before placing election signs, you may wish to contact BC 
One Call at 1-800-474-6886 or see their website to determine if there are risks in your area. 
This service is free of charge and is not associated with Elections BC. 

Authority to remove third party advertising

If third party advertising does not include the required sponsorship information, or is 
conducted by an unregistered third party sponsor, Elections BC may require that the 
advertising be:

	� corrected

	� discontinued

	� covered

	� obscured

	� removed

	� destroyed

[s. 78]

http://www.gov.bc.ca/electionsigns
https://www.bc1c.ca
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Campaigning restrictions on General Voting Day

Third party advertising is not permitted within 100 metres of a voting place while voting is 
being conducted. For more information about the 100 metre rules, please contact the local 
authority.

An individual or organization must not transmit third party advertising to the public on 
General Voting Day (GVD), except for:

	� advertising on the internet that was published before GVD and not changed on GVD. 

	� For example, if advertising must be purchased for a minimum transmission 
period, and GVD is included in that period and cannot be removed, then the 
advertising may be permitted. 

	� It is not permitted to purchase advertising in advance and schedule it for GVD, 
such as a paid social media post.

	� advertising by means of signs, posters or banners more than 100 metres from a 
voting place, 

	� distributing pamphlets, and

	� advertising on the internet that is for the sole purpose of encouraging voters to vote.

Permitted on General Voting Day Not permitted on General Voting Day

	� using free social media without placement costs
	� person-to-person interactions, such as phone 

calls, emails, text messages, etc. 
	� placing signs or distributing brochures more 

than 100 metres from a voting place
	� third party advertising on the internet as long 

as the advertising was placed previously and 
could not be changed on GVD or is solely to 
encourage voters to vote

	� campaign meetings or rallies more than 100 
metres from a voting place

	� scheduling online advertising, including paid 
social media posts

	� automated voice calls (e.g., robocalls) and 
automated text messages

	� placing signs or distributing brochures within 
100 metres of a voting place

	� television, radio or newspaper ads
	� paid canvassing in person, by telephone or over 

the internet to attempt to influence how voters 
vote

[s. 45, 78]
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Sponsorship contributions
A sponsorship contribution is the value of any money, property or services provided without 
compensation to a third party sponsor to be used for third party advertising. 

A sponsorship contribution can be made at any time. If property or services are provided by 
an eligible individual to the sponsor at less than market value, then the difference between the  
amount paid and the normal market value is a sponsorship contribution.

Who can make sponsorship contributions 

Sponsorship contributions can only be made by eligible individuals. 

An eligible individual is:

	� a resident of British Columbia, and

	� a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident.

Indirect contributions are prohibited. Eligible individuals must only make contributions from 
their own personal funds and cannot be reimbursed by another individual. Each contribution 
can only be made by, and attributed to, one eligible individual. Contributions cannot be shared 
among more than one individual.

It is an offence to make or accept contributions from ineligible contributors.

Organizations are prohibited from making sponsorship contributions.

Sponsorship contribution limits 

Eligible individuals are subject to a sponsorship contribution limit. This is the maximum amount 
eligible individuals may contribute to each third party sponsor for the year. The limit includes 
any loans made by an eligible individual to a third party sponsor. 

Sponsorship contribution limits are adjusted annually based on changes to the consumer price 
index (CPI). The adjusted limits are published at the beginning of each calendar year on the 
Elections BC website.

It is the responsibility of third party sponsors to verify contributor eligibility and maintain 
records demonstrating how eligibility was confirmed. These records may be requested by 
Elections BC to ensure compliance with LECFA.

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/making-a-sponsorship-contribution/
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If a contributor has exceeded the contribution limit, the amount above the limit is a 
prohibited contribution. There are monetary penalties for exceeding the contribution limit.

Making and accepting sponsorship contributions

When accepting a sponsorship contribution, the third party sponsor must record: 

	� the value, 

	� the date the contribution was made, and

	� the required contributor information, including their residential address. 

Contributors must provide this information so that third party sponsors can meet their legal 
disclosure requirements. 

Donated (in-kind) property or services must be assigned a market value, recorded and 
disclosed in the same way as contributions of money. For example, if a contributor provides 
$500 worth of signs to the sponsor, they have made a contribution of $500. 

Foreign currency and cryptocurrency contributions must be valued at the market rate at 
the time of the contribution and are subject to the same contribution rules as any other 
contribution. 

Crowdfunding, or crowdsourcing, for sponsorship contributions through the internet is also 
permitted. The crowdfunding system must require the contributor to provide the value, the 
date the contribution was made and the required contributor information so the sponsor 
can record it. 

Anonymous sponsorship contributions 

Anonymous contributions of $50 or less are allowed. The sponsor must record the value and 
date of the anonymous contribution and how it was received. 

An anonymous contribution of more than $50 is prohibited. It is also prohibited to accept 
multiple anonymous contributions from the same eligible individual totaling more than $50 
to a single third party sponsor for a single election.

An example of anonymous contributions could be cash collected from a “pass the hat” 
activity at a fundraiser.
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For example, a third party sponsor hosts a function and asks a volunteer to monitor a 
donation jar at the entrance. Maya observes that eight individuals make anonymous 
contributions totaling $112, and confirms that no one donated more than $50. This is an 
acceptable format for collecting anonymous contributions. 

Anonymous contributions must be truly anonymous. This means that the sponsor does 
not know who made the contribution. It is not permissible for a contributor to ask that 
their contribution be anonymous. Anonymous contributions cannot be collected by 
crowdfunding or crowdsourcing over the internet.

Funds remitted to Elections BC go to the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 

[s. 34-36.02]

Significant contributors

Significant contributors are eligible individuals who make sponsorship contributions of 
$100 or more to the same third party sponsor.

Significant contributions may give either a single contribution of $100 or more, or multiple 
contributions that total $100 or more. This includes in-kind contributions. 

For example, a third party sponsor receives a $50 contribution from an eligible individual. 
It is the first contribution the individual has made. At this point, the individual is not a 
significant contributor because the value of their contribution is less than $100. However, 
the following week, the same individual contributes $75 to the sponsor. The total 
contributions are now greater than $100, which makes them a significant contributor.

Information about significant contributors must be disclosed in the third party sponsor’s 
disclosure statement. This includes:

	� the full name and residential address of contributor

	� the value of contribution

	� the date of contribution

Elections BC will obscure residential addresses of contributors before publishing disclosure 
statements. 
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Prohibited contributions

It is an offence to make or knowingly accept a prohibited contribution. 

Prohibited contributions include contributions made by organizations or ineligible 
individuals, and anonymous contributions of more than $50. If a third party sponsor 
becomes aware that they have received a prohibited contribution, they must return the 
contribution, or an amount equal to its value, within 30 days. If the funds are not returned 
within 30 days additional administrative monetary penalties may apply.

If the contribution cannot be returned (such as an anonymous contribution over $50) the 
sponsor must remit it to Elections BC as soon as practicable. 

[s. 35]

Public Safety Canada

Ensuring that contributions come from eligible individuals is an important measure to help 
prevent foreign interference in local elections. If you become aware of individuals who 
may be suspicious actors, or of any incidents that could pose concerns related to national 
security, you may contact Public Safety Canada for guidance on reporting potential foreign 
interference. More information is available at: www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-
ntrfrnc/prtct-gnst-frgn-ntrfrnc-en.aspx#a1

http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-ntrfrnc/prtct-gnst-frgn-ntrfrnc-en.aspx#a1
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-ntrfrnc/prtct-gnst-frgn-ntrfrnc-en.aspx#a1
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Loans or debts

Third party sponsors may receive loans from eligible individuals and savings institutions for 
third party advertising. Loans from savings institutions must not have an interest rate that 
is lower than the prime rate of the government’s principal banker. 

Loans from individuals must be counted towards their contribution limit.

Sponsors must record the following for each loan received.

	� If the loan is received from an eligible individual: 
	� the full name and residential address of the lender,
	� the date the loan was made,
	� the amount of the loan,
	� due date of the loan, and 
	� interest rate of the loan.

	� If the loan is received from a savings institution:
	� the name of the savings institution,
	� date the loan was made, 
	� amount of the loan,
	� due date of the loan,
	� interest rate of the loan, and
	� �the prime rate of interest at the time the loan is made. 

If a sponsor becomes aware that a loan has been accepted in contravention of LECFA, they 
must return the loan or pay the lender an amount equal to the loan within 30 days.

Any loan or debt in relation to third party advertising that remains unpaid for six months 
after it becomes due converts to a sponsorship contribution unless the creditor has started 
legal proceedings to recover it. Creditors keep their rights to collect the loan or debt past 
the six month period even if no action to collect is taken. 

Prohibited loans, or loans that become prohibited contributions, must be returned within 
30 days of becoming aware of the prohibited funds. Funds which cannot be returned must 
be remitted to Elections BC.  

If a loan or debt becomes a sponsorship contribution after the disclosure statement is filed 
with Elections BC, the sponsor must file a supplementary report. 

[s. 32.01, 34.01, 34.03]

https://elections.bc.ca/docs/fin/407.pdf
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Disclosure statements
Third party sponsors are responsible for filing disclosure statements with Elections BC. If the 
third party sponsor is an organization, it is the responsibility of its principal officials to ensure 
that the disclosure statement is filed. 

A disclosure statement includes information on all sponsorship contributions and third 
party advertising expenses. A disclosure statement must be filed for every third party 
sponsor. All disclosure statements must be completed on Elections BC forms, which can be 
found on our Local Forms page here.

Third party sponsors must keep all records and other material related to the disclosure 
statement for 5 years after General Voting Day. If the sponsor is an organization, the 
authorized principal official is responsible for retaining records and materials after the 
disclosure requirements are met. 

Submitting the report

The filing deadline for disclosure statements is 90 days after General Voting Day. The 
disclosure statement must be received and accepted by Elections BC by the filing deadline. 
A postmark is not acceptable as proof of delivery.

Third party sponsors must file:

	� only the cover page of the disclosure statement, if advertising expenses are less 
than $500, or

	� all applicable forms in the disclosure statement, if advertising expenses are $500 or 
more.

The report cover page must be signed by individual sponsor or authorized principal official 
for the organization.

To ensure your report is received by Elections BC before the deadline, you may deliver it by:

	� Secure Online Filing Application (SOFA) - (Preferred): Scanned reports or forms 
that are filled electronically with an electronic signature can be directly uploaded to 
SOFA which is accessible through the Elections BC Services Portal. Please note that an 
account must be set up to use SOFA.

	� Email: Scanned reports and electronic signatures are acceptable and may be sent to 
electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca.

https://elections.bc.ca/local-elections/local-forms/
https://services.electionsbc.gov.bc.ca/Portal/
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	� Fax: Toll-free to 1-866-466-0665.

	� Mail: PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9J6.  
A postmark is not acceptable as proof of delivery by the deadline, so ensure reports 
are mailed well before the deadline. 

	� Courier: Suite 100 – 1112 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3K8  
Ensure reports are sent early enough to be received by the deadline.

	� Personal delivery: 
	� �Elections BC at Suite 100 - 1112 Fort Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3K8, Monday to 

Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. PST (closed weekends and statutory holidays)

[s. 46, 47, 51, 66]

Extension to the filing deadline 

If the third party sponsor disclosure statement cannot be filed by the legislated deadline 
due to an extraordinary circumstance, a third party sponsor can submit a request to extend 
the filing deadline to the Chief Electoral Officer. If the request is approved, the report may 
be filed after the filing deadline without penalty. 

To submit a request for an extension, please complete and submit a complete, signed 
Extension Request form.

[s. 90]

https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/fill-in-4910.pdf
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Late filing 

If the third party disclosure statement is not received by the filing deadline, the name of 
the third party sponsor will be published by Elections BC for failure to file a report by the 
legislated deadline. 

The disclosure statement may be filed late provided it is received: 

	� within 30 days of the filing deadline, and 

	� is accompanied with a $500 late filing fee.

The late filing fee is payable by cash, money order or certified cheque to the Minister of 
Finance. Alternatively, you may pay the late filing fee online using PayBC.

[s. 47]

Supplementary reports

Elections BC reviews and audits disclosure statements from third party sponsors. If issues 
are found, we will request a supplementary report and outline the required changes.

Supplementary reports must be submitted within 30 days of the request.

Note: a supplementary report is a refiling of the entire disclosure statement, including the 
cover page with the declaration signed and dated. 

A supplementary report must also be filed if a sponsor becomes aware that information 
previously disclosed has changed or does not completely and accurately disclose the 
information required.

Public information 

Disclosure statements are published on the Elections BC website after the filing deadline. 
They may also be viewed in person at the Elections BC office in Victoria. 

Residential addresses of contributors will be obscured prior to publication. The address 
of the third party sponsor will be made publicly available, so sponsors may wish to use a 
mailing address, such as a PO Box, rather than a residential address on their statement. 

[s. 54, 66]
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Penalties, offences and court orderS for relief
Elections BC works closely with participants to help them understand and comply with the local 
elections third party advertising rules and requirements.

Failing to comply with the third party advertising rules in the Local Elections Campaign Financing 
Act (LECFA) may lead to significant penalties, including committing an offence for more serious 
matters of non-compliance. 

There are also administrative penalties that can be imposed by Elections BC for failing to comply,  
including monetary penalties and disqualification. 

Those subject to a penalty may apply to the Supreme Court for relief. For details and timelines 
on filing for court relief, see sections 66-72 of the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act. 

[s. 64, 66, 69] 

Failing to file a disclosure statement

Third party sponsors who fail to file a disclosure statement or supplementary report are 
disqualified from sponsoring third party or non-election assent voting advertising and prohibited 
from accepting sponsorship contributions until after the next general local elections. However, 
sponsors may still accept sponsorship contributions for the purpose of paying debts in relation 
to the election to which the penalty applies. 

It is also an offence to fail to file a disclosure statement or supplementary report. 

[s. 64, 66, 69]

Exceeding the expense limit

Third party sponsors who exceed their expense limit must pay monetary penalties. It is also an 
offence to exceed an expense limit.

Sponsors that are

	� individuals must pay a penalty of twice the amount by which they exceeded the limit. 

	� organizations must pay a penalty of five times the amount by which they exceeded the 
limit. 

[s. 68.09-68.12]

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
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Failing to register as a third party sponsor

If the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer makes the determination that an individual or organization 
sponsored third party advertising without being registered with Elections BC, the B.C. Chief 
Electoral Officer must notify the individual or organization of non-compliance within seven 
days of making the determination, and the related penalty. 

An individual that sponsors third party advertising without being registered with Elections 
BC is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to $5,000, as determined by the B.C. Chief 
Electoral Officer. 

An organization that sponsors third party advertising without being registered with 
Elections BC is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to $10,000, as determined by the B.C. 
Chief Electoral Officer. 

[s. 68.24]

Failing to comply with independence requirements

If the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer makes the determination that an individual or organization 
has failed to comply with the independence requirements for third party sponsors, the B.C. 
Chief Electoral Officer must notify the individual or organization of non-compliance within 
seven days of making the determination, and the related penalty. 

An individual that has failed to comply with the independence requirements for third party 
sponsors is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to $5,000, as determined by the B.C. 
Chief Electoral Officer. 

An organization that has failed to comply with the independence requirements for third 
party sponsors is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to $10,000, as determined by the 
B.C. Chief Electoral Officer. 

[s.68.23]
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Making or accepting prohibited sponsorship contributions

If the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer makes the determination that a third party sponsor 
accepted a sponsorship contribution that is not in compliance with LECFA, the B.C. Chief 
Electoral Officer must notify the individual or organization of non-compliance within seven 
days of making the determination, and the related penalty. This includes:

	� Contributions from ineligible sources (e.g., from organizations or individuals who are 
not eligible individuals),

	� Contributions that exceed the contribution limit,

	� Contributions that have not been fully or properly recorded to allow compliance with 
LECFA,

	� Indirect contributions,

	� Anonymous contributions of more than $50. 

An individual or organization that makes or accepts a prohibited sponsorship contribution 
is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to double the amount of the prohibited 
contribution, as determined by the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer. 

[s. 68.19-68.22]

Failing to return prohibited sponsorship contributions

If the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer makes the determination that a third party sponsor 
has failed to properly handle a prohibited contribution that was made or accepted in 
contravention of LECFA, the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer must notify the sponsor of non-
compliance within seven days of making the determination, and the related penalty. 

A third party sponsor that does not properly return or remit a prohibited contribution is 
liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to double the amount of the prohibited contribution, 
as determined by the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer. 

[s. 68.21]



Guide for Local Elections Third Party Sponsors in B.C.

34 |          Elections BC

 

Failing to include sponsorship information on election 
advertising

If the B.C. Chief Electoral Officer makes the determination that a third party sponsor 
failed to an authorization statement on election advertising as required, they must 
notify the individual or organization of non-compliance within seven days of making the 
determination. 

An individual that does not include sponsorship information on election advertising when 
required is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to $5,000, as determined by the B.C Chief 
Electoral Officer. 

An organization that does not include sponsorship information on election advertising 
when required is liable to pay a monetary penalty of up to $10,000, as determined by the 
B.C. Chief Electoral Officer.

[s. 68.25, 68.26] 

Providing false or misleading information

Providing false or misleading information or making false or misleading statements in a 
campaign financing disclosure statement under LECFA is an offence. 

Third party sponsors who are convicted of an offence for providing false or misleading 
information are disqualified from sponsoring third party or non-election assent voting 
advertising and prohibited from accepting sponsorship contributions until after the next 
general local elections. However, sponsors may still accept sponsorship contributions for 
the purpose of paying debts in relation to the election to which the penalty applies. 

[s. 65, 68]
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resources

Election legislation

Printed versions of local election legislation — including the Local Government Act, the 
Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, the Vancouver Charter, the Community Charter, the 
School Act and the Offence Act — are available at public libraries in communities throughout 
B.C. Printed versions are also available from Crown Publications, Kings Printer for British 
Columbia, at:

Mailing address:

PO Box 9452 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria BC V8W 9V7

Phone: 250-387-6409

Toll Free: 1-800-663-6105

Fax: 250-387-1120

Email: crownpub@gov.bc.ca

Website: crownpub.bc.ca

BC Laws

BC Laws provides free public online access to the current laws of British Columbia. This 
unofficial current consolidation of B.C. statutes and regulations is updated continually as 
new and amended laws come into force. Electronic versions of the Local Government Act, 
the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, the Vancouver Charter, the Community Charter, 
the School Act and the Offence Act are available online at bclaws.ca.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/r15001_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/vanch_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/03026_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96338_01
mailto:crownpub%40gov.bc.ca?subject=
https://crownpub.bc.ca/
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/r15001_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/vanch_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/03026_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96338_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/
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Questions?
For more information:

Phone toll-free 1-800-661-8683

Or contact Elections BC at:

Mailing address PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, B.C. V8W 9J6

Phone 250-387-5305

Fax 250-387-3578

Toll-free fax 1-866-466-0665

Email electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca

Website elections.bc.ca

mailto:electoral.finance%40elections.bc.ca?subject=
http://elections.bc.ca
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Resident electors 

65 (1) In order to be registered as a resident elector of a municipality or electoral area, a 

person must meet all the following requirements on the day of registration: 

(a) the person must be 

(i) an individual who is 18 years of age or older on the day of 

registration, or 

(ii) if an election is in progress for the municipality or electoral area, an 

individual who will be 18 years of age or older on general voting day 

for the election; 

(b) the person must be a Canadian citizen; 

(c) the person must have been a resident of British Columbia, as determined 

in accordance with section 67 [rules for determining residence], for at least 6 

months immediately before the day of registration; 

(d) the person must be a resident of the municipality or electoral area, as 

determined in accordance with section 67; 

(e) the person must not be disqualified under this or any other enactment 

from voting in an election or be otherwise disqualified by law. 

(2) [Repealed 2021-5-71.] 

 
Non-resident property electors 

66 (1) In order to be registered as a non-resident property elector of a municipality or 

electoral area, a person must meet all the following requirements on the day of 

registration: 

(a) the person must not be entitled to register as a resident elector of the 

municipality or electoral area; 

(b) the person must be 

(i) an individual who is 18 years of age or older on the day of 

registration, or 

(ii) if an election is in progress for the municipality or electoral area, an 

individual who will be 18 years of age or older on general voting day 

for the election; 

(c) the person must be a Canadian citizen; 

(d) the person must have been a resident of British Columbia, as determined 

in accordance with section 67, for at least 6 months immediately before 
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the day of registration; 

(e) the person must have been a registered owner of real property in the 

municipality or electoral area for at least 30 days immediately before the 

day of registration; 

(f) the only persons who are registered owners of the real property, either as 

joint tenants or tenants in common, are individuals who are not holding 

the property in trust for a corporation or another trust; 

(g) the person must not be disqualified under this Act or any other enactment 

from voting in an election or be otherwise disqualified by law. 

(2) A person may register as a non-resident property elector only in relation to one 

parcel of real property in a municipality or electoral area. 

(3) If the boundaries of a municipality or electoral area are extended or if a new 

municipality is incorporated, a person is deemed to have satisfied the requirement 

of subsection (1) (e) if, for at least 30 days before the person applies for registration 

as a non-resident property elector, the person has been a registered owner of 

property within the area that is included in the municipality or electoral area or that 

becomes the new municipality. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, the registered owner of real property means 

whichever of the following is applicable: 

(a) the owner of a registered estate in fee simple of the property, unless 

another person holds an interest in the property referred to in paragraph 

(b}, (c) or (d); 

(b) the holder of the last registered agreement for sale, unless another 

person holds an interest in the property referred to in paragraph (c) or (d); 

(c) the tenant for life under a registered life interest in the property, unless 

another person holds an interest in the property referred to in paragraph 

(d); 

(d) the holder of a registered lease of the property for a term of at least 99 

years. 

(5) If there is more than one individual who is the registered owner of real property, 

either as joint tenants or tenants in common, only one of those individuals may 

register as a non-resident property elector under this section in relation to the real 

property. 

(6) If the land title registration of the real property in relation to which a person is 

registering under this section indicates that there is more than one individual who is 

the registered owner of the real property, the person registering must do so with 

the written consent of the number of those individuals who, together with the 

person registering, are a majority of those individuals. 

(7) A registered owner who has consented to the registration of another registered 

owner of the property may withdraw the consent by delivering a written withdrawal 

to the municipality or regional district. 
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(8) Once a withdrawal of consent has been delivered in accordance with subsection (7), 

the person registered as the non-resident property elector in relation to the 

property ceases to be entitled to be registered and vote as such if the number of 

individuals referred to in subsection (6) falls below a majority of the registered 

owners, with this effective 

(a) for the next election, in the case of a withdrawal delivered at least 52 days 

before general voting day for the election, and 

(b) following the next election, in the case of a withdrawal delivered less than 

52 days before general voting day for the election. 

 
Rules for determining residence 

67 (1) The following rules apply to determine the area in which a person is a resident: 

(a) a person is a resident of the area where the person lives and to which, 

whenever absent, the person intends to return; 

(b) a person may be the resident of only one area at a time for the purposes 

of this Part; 

(c) a person does not change the area in which the person is a resident until 

the person has a new area in which the person is a resident; 

(d) a person does not cease being a resident of an area by leaving the area 

for temporary purposes only. 

(2) As an exception to subsection (1), if 

(a) a person establishes for the purposes of attending an educational 

institution a new area in which the person is a resident, and 

(b) the new area is away from the usual area in which the person is a resident, 

the person may choose for the purposes of this Part either the usual area or the 

new area as the area in which the person is a resident. 

 
When a person may register as an elector 

68 (1) A person may register as an elector 

(a) at the time of voting in accordance with section 72 [resident elector 

registration] or 73 [non-resident property elector registration], or 

(b) by advance registration in accordance with section 71, if this is available. 

(2) If a bylaw under section 76 [Provincial list of voters as register of resident electors] is in 

effect for a municipality or electoral area, a person entitled to register as a resident 

elector of the municipality or electoral area may effectively register as such by 

registering as a voter under the Election Act in sufficient time to have the person's 

name appear on the Provincial list of voters that becomes, under the bylaw, the 

register of resident electors for the municipality or electoral area. 
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Division 5 - Qualifications for Office 

 
Who may hold office on a local government 

81 (1) A person is qualified to be nominated for office, and to be elected to and hold 

office, on a local government if at the relevant time the person meets all the 

following requirements: 

(a) the person must be an individual who is, or who will be on general 

voting day for the election, 18 years of age or older; 

(b) the person must be a Canadian citizen; 

(c) the person must have been a resident of British Columbia, as 

determined in accordance with section 67, for at least 6 months 

immediately before the relevant time; 

(d) the person must not be disqualified under this Act or any other 

enactment from voting in an election in British Columbia or from being 

nominated for, being elected to or holding the office, or be otherwise 

disqualified by law. 

(2) Without limiting subsection (1) (d), the following persons are disqualified from 

being nominated for, being elected to or holding office on a local government: 

(a) a person who is a judge of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court or 

Provincial Court; 

(b) a person who is disqualified under section 82 as an employee of a local 

government, except as authorized under that section; 

(b.1) a person who is disqualified from holding office under section 82.1; 

(c) a person who is disqualified under any of the following provisions of 

this Act, including as the provisions apply under section 6 (6) 

[application to trustees] of the Islands Trust Act: 

(i) section 202 (4) [failure to make oath or affirmation of office]; 

(ii) section 204 (1) [unexcused absence from board meetings]; 

(d) a person who is disqualified under any of the following provisions of 

the Community Charter: 

(i) Division 6 [Conflict of Interest] of Part 4 [Public Participation and 

Council Accountability], including as it applies under section 205 

(1) [application to regional district directors] of this Act and under 

section 6 (7) [application to trustees] of the Islands Trust Act; 

(ii) section 120 (1.1) [failure to make oath of office]; 

(iii) section 125 (5) [unexcused absence from council meetings]; 

(iv) section 191 (3) [unauthorized expenditures]; 

(e) a person who is disqualified under any of the provisions referred to in 

paragraph (c) or (d) as the provision applies under another enactment; 
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(f) a person who is disqualified from holding office on the council of the 

City of Vancouver under any of the provisions of the Vancouver Charter 

referred to in section 38 (2) (c) or (d) [disqualifications from holding 

office] of that Act; 

(g) a person who is disqualified from holding office under 

(i) Division 18 [Election Offences] of this Part as it applies to elections 

or voting under this Act or any other Act, or 

(ii) Division (17) of Part I of the Vancouver Charter as it applies to 

elections or voting under that Act or any other Act; 

(h) a person who is disqualified under the Local Elections Campaign 

Financing Act from holding office on a local authority; 

(i) a person who is disqualified under any other enactment. 

 
Disqualification of local government employees 

82 (1) For the purposes of this section, "employee" means 

(a) an employee or salaried officer of a municipality or regional district, or 

(b) a person who is within a class of persons deemed by regulation under 

section 168 [election regulations] to be employees of a specified 

municipality or regional district, 

but does not include a person who is within a class of persons excepted by 

regulation under section 168. 

(2) Unless the requirements of this section are met, an employee of a municipality is 

disqualified from being nominated for, being elected to or holding office 

(a) as a member of the council of the municipality, or 

(b) as a member of the board of the regional district in which the 

municipality is located. 

(3) Unless the requirements of this section are met, an employee of a regional 

district is disqualified from being nominated for, being elected to or holding 

office 

(a) as a member of the board of the regional district, or 

(b) as a member of the council of a municipality, including the City of 

Vancouver, that is within the regional district. 

(4) Before being nominated for an office to which subsection (2) or (3) applies, the 

employee must give notice in writing to the employee's employer of the 

employee's intention to consent to nomination. 

(5) Once notice is given under subsection (4), the employee is entitled to and must 

take a leave of absence from the employee's position with the employer for a 

period that, at a minimum, 
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(a) begins on the first day of the nomination period or the date on which 

the notice is given, whichever is later, and 

(b) ends, as applicable, 

(i) if the person is not nominated before the end of the nomination 

period, on the day after the end of that period, 

(ii) if the person withdraws as a candidate in the election, on the 

day after the withdrawal, 

(iii) if the person is declared elected, on the day the person resigns 

in accordance with subsection (8) or on the last day for taking 

office before the person is disqualified for a failure to take the 

oath of office within the time specified by an enactment that 

applies to the person, 

(iv) if the person is not declared elected and an application for 

judicial recount is not made, on the last day on which an 

application for a judicial recount may be made, or 

(v) if the person is not declared elected and an application for 

judicial recount is made, on the date when the results of the 

election are determined by or following the judicial recount. 

(6) If agreed by the employer, as a matter of employment contract or otherwise, the 

leave of absence under this section may be for a period longer than the 

minimum required by subsection (5). 

(7) Sections 54 [duties of employer in relation to leave] and 56 [employment deemed 

continuous while on leave] of the Employment Standards Act apply to a leave of 

absence under this section. 

(8) Before making the oath of office, an employee on a leave of absence under this 

section who has been elected must resign from the person's position with the 

employer. 

(9) At the option of the employee, a resignation under subsection (8) may be 

conditional on the person's election not being declared invalid on an application 

under section 153 [application to court respecting validity of election]. 

 
Disqualification - indictable offence 

82.1 (1) A person who is convicted of an indictable offence is disqualified from being 

nominated for, being elected to or holding office on a local government from the 

date of the conviction until the date on which the person is sentenced. 

(2) If a person elected or appointed to office on a local government is convicted of 

an indictable offence, the person's office becomes vacant on the date of the 

conviction. 

(3) For certainty, a person whose office becomes vacant under subsection (2) and 

whose conviction is overturned on appeal is not entitled, if the term of office for 
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which the person was elected has not ended, to take office for the unexpired 

part of the term. 

 
Only one elected office at a time in the same local government 

83 (1) At any one time a person may not hold more than one elected office in the same 

local government. 

(2) At any one time a person may not be nominated for more than one elected 

office in the same local government. 

(3) A current member of a local government may not be nominated for an election 

under section 54 [by-elections] for another office in the same local government 

unless the person resigns from office within 14 days after the day on which the 

chief election officer is appointed. 
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Division 9 - Candidates and Representatives 

 
Withdrawal, death or incapacity of candidate 

101 (1) At any time up until 4 p.m. on the twenty-ninth day before general voting day, a 

person who has been nominated may withdraw from being a candidate in the 

election by delivering a signed withdrawal to the chief election officer, which must 

be accepted if the chief election officer is satisfied as to its authenticity. 

(2) After the time referred to in subsection (1), a candidate may withdraw only by 

delivering to the chief election officer a signed request to withdraw and receiving 

the approval of the minister. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), the chief election officer must notify the 

minister of a request to withdraw as soon as practicable after receiving it. 

(4) The chief election officer must notify the minister if, between the declaration of an 

election by voting under section 98 (2) and general voting day for the election, 

(a) a candidate dies, or 

(b) in the opinion of the chief election officer, a candidate is incapacitated 

to an extent that will prevent the candidate from holding office. 

(5) On approving a withdrawal under subsection (2) or being notified under 

subsection (4), the minister may order 

(a) that the election is to proceed, subject to any conditions specified by the 

minister, or 

(b) that the original election is to be cancelled and that a new election is to 

be held in accordance with the directions of the minister. 

 
Appointment of candidate representatives 

102 (1) A candidate may appoint 

(a) one individual to act as official agent of the candidate, to represent the 

candidate from the time of appointment until the final determination of 

the election or the validity of the election, as applicable, and 

(b) scrutineers, to represent the candidate by observing the conduct of 

voting and counting proceedings for the election. 

(2) An appointment as a candidate representative must 

(a) be made in writing and signed by the person making the appointment, 

(b) include the name and address of the person appointed, and 

(c) be delivered to the chief election officer or a person designated by the 

chief election officer for this purpose as soon as practicable after the 

appointment is made. 

(3) An appointment as a candidate representative may be rescinded only in the same 
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manner as the appointment was made. 

(4) An appointment of an official agent may include a delegation of the authority to 

appoint scrutineers. 

(5) If notice is to be served or otherwise given under this Part to a candidate, it is 

sufficient if the notice is given to the official agent of the candidate. 

 
Presence of candidate representatives at election proceedings 

103 (1) A candidate representative present at a place where election proceedings are 

being conducted must 

(a) carry a copy of the person's appointment under section 102, 

(b) before beginning duties at the place, show the copy of the appointment 

to the presiding election official or an election official specified by the 

presiding election official, and 

(c) show the copy of the appointment to an election official when 

requested to do so by the official. 

(2) The presiding election official may designate one or more locations at a place 

where election proceedings are being conducted as locations from which 

candidate representatives may observe the proceedings and, if this is done, the 

candidate representatives must remain in those locations. 

(3) The absence of a candidate representative from a place where election 

proceedings are being conducted does not invalidate anything done in relation to 

an election. 
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Division 18 - Election Offences 

 
Vote buying 

161 (1) In this section, "inducement" includes money, gift, valuable consideration, 

refreshment, entertainment, office, placement, employment and any other 

benefit of any kind. 

(2) A person must not pay, give, lend or procure inducement for any of the following 

purposes: 

(a) to induce a person to vote or refrain from voting; 

(b) to induce a person to vote or refrain from voting for or against a 

particular candidate; 

(c) to reward a person for having voted or refrained from voting as 

described in paragraph (a) or (b); 

(d) to procure or induce a person to attempt to procure the election of a 

particular candidate, the defeat of a particular candidate or a particular 

result in an election; 

(e) to procure or induce a person to attempt to procure the vote of an 

elector or the failure of an elector to vote. 

(3) A person must not accept inducement 

(a) to vote or refrain from voting, 

(b) to vote or refrain from voting for or against a particular candidate, or 

(c) as a reward for having voted or refrained from voting as described in 

paragraph (a) or (b). 

(4) A person must not advance, pay or otherwise provide inducement, or cause 

inducement to be provided, knowing or with the intent that it is to be used for 

any of the acts prohibited by this section. 

(5) A person must not offer, agree or promise to do anything otherwise prohibited 

by this section. 

(6) A person prohibited from doing something by this section must not do the 

prohibited act directly, indirectly or by another person on behalf of the first 

person. 

 
Intimidation 

162 (1) In this section, "intimidate" means to do or threaten to do any of the following: 

(a) use force, violence or restraint against a person; 
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(b) inflict injury, harm, damage or loss on a person or property; 

(c) otherwise intimidate a person. 

(2) A person must not intimidate another person for any of the following purposes: 

(a) to persuade or compel a person to vote or refrain from voting; 

(b) to persuade or compel a person to vote or refrain from voting for or 

against a particular candidate; 

(c) to punish a person for having voted or refrained from voting as 

described in paragraph (a) or (b). 

(3) A person must not, by abduction, duress or fraudulent means, do any of the 

following: 

(a) impede, prevent or otherwise interfere with a person's right to vote; 

(b) compel, persuade or otherwise cause a person to vote or refrain from 

voting; 

(c) compel, persuade or otherwise cause a person to vote or refrain from 

voting for a particular candidate. 

(4) A person prohibited from doing something by this section must not do the 

prohibited act directly, indirectly or by another person on behalf of the first 

person. 

 
Other election offences 

163 (1) In relation to nominations, a person must not do any of the following: 

(a) contravene section 87 (4) [unqualified candidate consenting to 

nomination]; 

(b) before or after an election, purport to withdraw a candidate from an 

election without authority to do so or publish or cause to be published 

a false statement that a candidate has withdrawn; 

(c) before or after an election, purport to withdraw the endorsement of a 

candidate by an elector organization except as provided in section 95 

(b) [withdrawal of endorsement on ballot]. 

(2) In relation to voting, a person must not do any of the following: 

(a) vote at an election when not entitled to do so; 

(b) contravene section 124 (1) [each elector may vote only once] regarding 

voting more than once in an election; 

(c) obtain a ballot in the name of another person, whether the name is of 

a living or dead person or of a fictitious person; 

(d) contravene section 123 (2) [requirement to preserve secrecy of the ballot] 

regarding the secrecy of the ballot. 

(3) In relation to ballots and ballot boxes, a person must not do any of the following: 
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(a) without authority supply a ballot to another person; 

(b) without authority print or reproduce a ballot or a paper that is capable 

of being used as a ballot; 

(c) without authority take a ballot out of a place where voting proceedings 

are being conducted; 

(d) put in a ballot box, or cause to be put in a ballot box, a paper other 

than a ballot that the person is authorized to deposit there; 

(e) interfere with voting under section 112 [use of voting machines] 

contrary to the applicable bylaw and regulations; 

(f) without authority destroy, take, open or otherwise interfere with a 

ballot box or ballots. 

(4) In relation to voting proceedings, a person must not do any of the following at or 

within 100 metres of a building, structure or other place where voting 

proceedings are being conducted at the time: 

(a) canvass or solicit votes or otherwise attempt to influence how an 

elector votes; 

(b) display, distribute, post or openly leave a representation of a ballot 

marked for a particular result in the voting; 

(c) post, display or distribute 

(i) election advertising, or 

(ii) any material that identifies a candidate or elector organization, 

unless this is done with the authorization of the chief election 

officer; 

(d) carry, wear or supply a flag, badge or other thing indicating that the 

person using it is a supporter of a particular candidate, elector 

organization or result in the voting. 

(5) In relation to any matter or proceeding to which this Part applies, a person must 

not do any of the following: 

(a) provide false or misleading information when required or authorized 

under this Part to provide information; 

(b) make a false or misleading statement or declaration when required 

under this Part to make a statement or declaration; 

(c) inspect or access under this Part 

(i) a list of registered electors, 

(ii) nomination documents, 

(iii) disclosure statements or supplementary reports, or 

(iv) other election materials referred to in section 143 [delivery of 

election materials to chief election officer], 
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or use the information from any of them, except for purposes 

authorized under this Act; 

(d) be present at a place where voting or counting proceedings are being 

conducted, unless authorized under this Part to be present; 

(e) interfere with, hinder or obstruct an election official or other person in 

the exercise or performance of the election official's or other person's 

powers, duties or functions under this Part or the Local Elections 

Campaign Financing Act. 

(6) A person who is an election official must not contravene this Part with the 

intention of affecting the result or validity of an election. 

 
Prosecution of organizations and their directors and agents 

164 (1) An act or thing done or omitted by an officer, director, employee or agent of an 

organization within the scope of the individual's authority to act on behalf of the 

organization is deemed to be an act or thing done or omitted by the 

organization. 

(2) If an organization commits an offence under this Part, an officer, director, 

employee or agent of the organization who authorizes, permits or acquiesces in 

the offence commits the same offence, whether or not the organization is 

convicted of the offence. 

(3) A prosecution for an offence under this Part may be brought against an 

unincorporated organization in the name of the organization and, for these 

purposes, an unincorporated organization is deemed to be a person. 

 
Time limit for starting prosecution 

165 The time limit for laying an information to commence a prosecution respecting an 

offence under this Part is one year after the date on which the act or omission that is 

alleged to constitute the offence occurred. 

 
Penalties 

166 (1) A person who contravenes section 161 [vote buying] or 162 [intimidation] is guilty 

of an offence and is liable to one or more of the following penalties: 

(a) a fine of not more than $10 000; 

(b) imprisonment for a term not longer than 2 years; 

(c) disqualification from holding office in accordance with subsection (2) of 

this section for a period of not longer than 7 years. 

(2) Disqualification under subsection (1) (c) is disqualification from holding office as 

follows: 

(a) on a local government; 

(b) on the council of the City of Vancouver or on the Park Board 

established under section 485 of the Vancouver Charter; 
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(c) as a trustee under the Islands Trust Act; 

(d) as a trustee on a board of education, or as a regional trustee on a 

francophone education authority, under the School Act. 

(3) A person or unincorporated organization who contravenes section 163 [other 

election offences] is guilty of an offence and is liable to one or both of the 

following penalties: 

(a) a fine of not more than $5 000; 

(b) imprisonment for a term not longer than one year. 

(4) Any penalty under this Division is in addition to and not in place of any other 

penalty provided in this Part. 

(5) A person or unincorporated organization is not guilty of an offence under this 

Part if the person or organization exercised due diligence to prevent the 

commission of the offence. 
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Division 4 - Electors 

 
Who may vote at an election 

39 (1) In order to vote in a trustee election, a person 

(a) must meet the qualifications under section 40 (1) (a) to (e) as a resident 

elector or section 41 (1) (a) to (f) as a non-resident property elector, 

(b) must not be disqualified by this Act or any other enactment from 

voting in the election or be otherwise disqualified by law, and 

(c) must be registered as or deemed to be registered as an elector of the 

trustee electoral area for which the election is being held. 

(2) The following persons are disqualified from voting at a trustee election: 

(a) a person who has not completed the sentence for an indictable 

offence, unless the person is released on probation or parole and is 

not in custody; 

(b) a person who is involuntarily confined to a psychiatric or other 

institution as a result of being acquitted of or found not criminally 

responsible for an offence under the Criminal Code on account of 

mental disorder; 

(c) [Repealed 2014-19-99.] 

(d) a person who has contravened section 161 (3) of the Local Government 

Act or section 123 (3) of the Vancouver Charter, as those sections apply 

to trustee elections, in relation to the election. 

(2.1) In addition to the persons referred to in subsection (2), a person who has filed a 

declaration under section 166.14 (5) is disqualified from voting at a trustee 

election to which the declaration applies. 

(3) For clarification, no corporation is entitled to be registered as an elector or have 

a representative registered as an elector and no corporation is entitled to vote. 

(4) A person must not vote more than once in a trustee election for any one school 

district. 

(5) A person must not vote at a trustee election unless entitled to do so. 

 
Resident electors 

40 (1) In order to vote as a resident elector of a trustee electoral area, a person must 

meet all the following requirements at the time of voting: 

(a) the person must be an individual who is, or who will be on general 

voting day for the trustee election, 18 years of age or older; 

(b) the person must be a Canadian citizen; 

 

 

 



 

 

(c) the person must have been a resident of British Columbia, for at least 

6 months immediately before that day; 

(d) the person must be a resident of the trustee electoral area for which 

the election is held; 

(e) the person must not be disqualified by this Act or any other enactment 

from voting in a trustee election or be otherwise disqualified by law. 

(2) [Repealed 2021-5-82.] 

 
Non-resident property electors 

41 (1) In order to vote as a non-resident property elector for a trustee electoral area, a 

person must meet all the following requirements at the time of voting: 

(a) the person must not be a resident elector of that or any other trustee 

electoral area of the school district; 

(b) the person must be an individual who is, or who will be on general 

voting day for the trustee election, age 18 or older; 

(c) the person must be a Canadian citizen; 

 

(d) the person must have been a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 

months immediately before that day; 

(e) the person must have been the registered owner of real property in 

the trustee electoral area for at least 30 days immediately before that 

day; 

(e.1) the only persons who are registered owners of the real property, either 

as joint tenants or tenants in common, are individuals who are not 

holding the property in trust for a corporation or another trust; 

(f) the person must not be disqualified by this Act or any other enactment 

from voting in a trustee election or be otherwise disqualified by law. 

(2) A person may only register as a non-resident property elector in relation to one 

parcel of real property in a school district. 

(3) If the boundaries of a school district or trustee electoral area are extended, a 

person is deemed to have satisfied the requirement of subsection (1) (e) if, for at 

least 30 days before the person applies for registration as an elector, the person 

has been a registered owner of property within the trustee electoral area in 

which the property is located. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, the registered owner of real property means 

whichever of the following is applicable: 

 

 



 

 

(a) the owner of a registered estate in fee simple of the property, unless 

another person holds an interest in the property referred to in 

paragraphs (b) to (d); 

(b) the holder of the last registered agreement for sale, unless another 

person holds an interest in the property referred to in paragraph (c) or 

(d); 

(c) the tenant for life under a registered life interest in the property, 

unless another person holds an interest in the property referred to in 

paragraph (d); 

(d) the holder of a registered lease of the property for a term of at least 

99 years. 

(5) If there is more than one individual who is the registered owner of real property, 

either as joint tenants or tenants in common, only one of those individuals may 

register as a non-resident property elector under this section in relation to the 

real property. 

(6) If the land title registration of the real property in relation to which a person is 

registering under this section indicates that there is more than one individual 

who is the registered owner of the real property, the individual registering must 

do so with the written consent of the number of those individuals who, together 

with the individual registering, are a majority of those individuals. 

(7) A registered owner who has consented to the registration of another registered 

owner of the property may withdraw the consent by delivering a written 

withdrawal to the secretary treasurer of the board. 

(8) Once a withdrawal of consent has been delivered in accordance with subsection 

(7), the person registered as the non-resident property elector in relation to the 

property ceases to be entitled to be registered and vote as such if the number of 

individuals referred to in subsection (6) falls below a majority of the registered 

owners, with this effective 

(a) for the next election, in the case of a withdrawal delivered at least 

52 days before general voting day for the election, and 

(b) following the next election, in the case of a withdrawal delivered less 

than 52 days before general voting day for the election. 

 
Rules for determining residence 

42 (1) The following rules apply to determine for the purposes of this Part the area in 

which a person is a resident: 

(a) a person is a resident of the area where the person lives and to which, 

whenever absent, the person intends to return; 

 



 

 

(b) a person may be the resident of only one area at a time for the 

purposes of this Part; 

(c) a person does not change the area in which the person is a resident 

until the person has a new area in which the person is a resident; 

(d) a person does not cease being a resident of an area by leaving the 

area for temporary purposes only. 

(2) As an exception to subsection (1), if for the purposes of attending an educational 

institution a person establishes a new area in which the person is a resident 

away from the usual area in which the person is a resident, the person may 

choose for the purposes of this Part either the usual area or the new area as the 

area in which the person is a resident. 

 
Registration as an elector 

43 (1) In order to be registered as an elector of a trustee electoral area, a person must 

meet the requirements of section 39 (1) (a) and (b) on the date of registration. 

(2) A person may be registered as an elector in only one trustee electoral area for 

any one school district. 

(3) A person registers as an elector of a trustee electoral area by 

(a) delivering an application form completed as required by the board to 

the election official responsible at the place where the person is voting 

or providing to that official the information required in the manner 

established by the chief election officer, and 

(b) in the case of a person applying to register as a non-resident property 

elector, providing to the election official responsible at the place where 

the person is voting 

(i) the address or legal description of the real property in relation 

to which the person is registering, 

(ii) proof satisfactory to that official that the person is entitled to 

register in relation to that real property, and 

(iii) if applicable, the written consent from the other registered 

owners of that real property required by section 41 (6). 

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3), the requirements to be registered as an 

elector under this Act may be satisfied by meeting the requirements to register 

as an elector under the Local Government Act or the Vancouver Charter at the time 

of voting. 

(5) A person is deemed to be registered as a resident elector of a trustee electoral 

area if both the following requirements are met: 

 

 



 

 

(a) a list of registered electors is prepared for the municipality or regional 

district electoral area in which the person resides; 

(b) the person is registered as a resident elector of the election area 

referred to in paragraph (a) before the date established for the close of 

advance registration as an elector of that election area. 

(6) A person is deemed to be registered as a non-resident property elector of a 

trustee electoral area if all the following requirements are met: 

(a) the person is not entitled to be registered as a resident elector of a 

trustee electoral area for the school district; 

(b) a list of registered electors is prepared for the municipality or regional 

district electoral area in which the person owns the property; 

(c) the person is registered as a non-resident property elector of the 

election area referred to in paragraph (b) in relation to that property 

before the date established for the close of advance registration as an 

elector of that election area. 

(7) Subsection (2) does not apply in relation to deemed registration under 

subsection (6) but, for certainty, a person is not entitled to vote in a trustee 

election as an elector of more than one trustee electoral area or as both a 

resident elector and a non-resident property elector. 



Division 2 - Trustee Qualifications 

 
Who may hold office 

32 (1) Except as provided in this Division, a person is qualified to be nominated for 

office and to be elected or appointed to and hold office as a trustee if, at the 

relevant time, the person meets all the following requirements: 

(a) the person must be an individual who is, or who will be on general 

voting day for the election or the effective date of the appointment, as 

applicable, age 18 or older; 

(b) the person must be a Canadian citizen; 

(c) the person must have been a resident of British Columbia, as 

determined in accordance with section 42, for at least 6 months 

immediately before the relevant time; 

(d) the person must not be disqualified under this Act or any other 

enactment from being nominated for, being elected to or holding 

office as a trustee, or be otherwise disqualified by law. 

(2) A person whose term of office as trustee has expired or is about to expire is 

eligible for re-election if the person is otherwise qualified to be a trustee. 

(3) At any one time, a person is not eligible to be nominated for or elected as 

trustee for more than one trustee electoral area for any one school district. 

 
Disqualifications 

33 Without limiting section 32 (1) (d), the following persons are disqualified from being 

nominated for, being elected to or holding office as a trustee: 

(a) a person who is disqualified under section 34 as an employee of a 

board, except as authorized under that section; 

(b) a person who is disqualified under 

(i) section 52 (1) [failure to make oath or affirmation of office], or 

(ii) section 52 (2) [unexcused absence from board meetings]; 

(b.1) a person who is disqualified under the Local Elections Campaign 

Financing Act from holding office on a local authority; 

(c) a person who is disqualified from holding office under 

(i) Division 18 [Election Offences] of Part 3 of the Local Government 

Act as it applies under this Act, that Act or any other Act, or 

(ii) Division (17) of Part I of the Vancouver Charter, as it applies 

under this Act, that Act or any other Act; 

(d) a person who holds office as a regional trustee of a francophone 

education authority under Part 8.1. 

 

 



 

 

 
Disqualification of board employees 

34 (1) For the purposes of this section, "employee" means 

(a) an employee or salaried officer of a board, or 

(b) a person who is within a class of persons deemed by regulation to be 

employees of a specified board, 

but does not include a person who is within a class of persons excepted by 

regulation. 

(2) Unless the requirements of this section are met, an employee of a board is 

disqualified from being nominated for, being elected to or holding office as a 

trustee on the same board. 

(3) Before being nominated for office as trustee, the employee must give notice in 

writing to the employee's employer of the employee's intention to consent to the 

nomination. 

(4) Once notice is given under subsection (3), the employee is entitled to and must 

take a leave of absence from the employee's position with the employer for a 

period that, at a minimum, 

(a) begins on the first day of the nomination period or the date on which 

the notice is given, whichever is later, and 

(b) ends, as applicable, 

(i) if the person is not nominated before the end of the nomination 

period, on the day after the end of that period, 

(ii) if the person withdraws as a candidate in the election, on the 

day after the withdrawal, 

(iii) if the person is declared elected, on the day the person resigns 

in accordance with subsection (7) or on the last day for taking 

office before the person is disqualified under section 52, 

(iv) if the person is not declared elected and no application for 

judicial recount is made, on the last day on which an application 

for a judicial recount may be made, or 

(v) if the person is not declared elected and an application for 

judicial recount is made, on the date when the results of the 

election are determined by or following the judicial recount. 

(5) If agreed by the employer, as a matter of employment contract or otherwise, the 

leave of absence under this section may be for a period longer than the 

minimum required by subsection (4). 

(6) Sections 54 and 56 of the Employment Standards Act apply to a leave of absence 

under this section. 

 



 

 

(7) Before making the oath of office under section 50, an employee on a leave of 

absence under this section who has been elected must resign from the person's 

position with the employer. 

(8) At the option of the employee, a resignation under subsection (7) may be 

conditional on the person's election not being declared invalid on an application 

under section 153 of the Local Government Act or section 115 of the Vancouver 

Charter, as those sections apply to trustee elections. 



 

Division 5 - Election Proceedings 

 
Elections conducted by board 

45 (1) For a trustee election conducted by a board for a school district other than 

School District No. 39 (Vancouver), Part 3 of the Local Government Act, as that 

Part applies to an election of electoral area directors, applies to the trustee 

election except as provided in this Part. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1}, the references in Part 3 of the Local 

Government Act are to be read in accordance with the following: 

(a) a reference to a regional district board or local government is to be 

read as a reference to the board; 

(b) a reference to a municipality or electoral area is to be read as a 

reference to a trustee electoral area; 

(c) a reference to the designated local government officer or to the local 

government corporate officer is to be read as a reference to the 

secretary treasurer of the board; 

(d) a reference to the minister charged with the administration of that Act 

is to be read as a reference to the minister responsible for this Act. 

(2.1) A board conducting a trustee election for a school district other than School 

District No. 39 (Vancouver) must, by bylaw, identify the places that are to be 

public notice posting places for the purposes of section 50 [public notice 

requirements] of the Local Government Act, as that section applies in relation to 

the trustee election. 

(3) For a trustee election conducted by the board of School District No. 39 

(Vancouver}, Part I of the Vancouver Charter applies to the election except as 

provided in this Part. 

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3), the references in Part I of the Vancouver 

Charter are to be read in accordance with the following: 

(a) a reference to the Council is to be read as a reference to the board; 

(b) a reference to the city is to be read as a reference to a trustee electoral 

area; 

(c) a reference to the City Clerk is to be read as a reference to the 

secretary treasurer of the board; 

(d) a reference to the minister charged with the administration of that Act 

is to be read as a reference to the minister responsible for this Act. 

(5) On the application of a board, the minister may, by order, except the board from 

its obligation to hold one or both of the advance voting opportunities that would 

otherwise be required. 

 

 



 

 

(6) In order for a bylaw under this Part, or under Part 3 of the Local Government Act 

or Part I of the Vancouver Charter as those Parts apply to trustee elections, to 

apply to a trustee election, the board must adopt the bylaw at least 4 weeks 

before the first day of the nomination period for the trustee election. 

(7) A board may exercise the authority of a municipal council under section 113 of 

the Local Government Act to establish voting divisions in relation to its trustee 

elections and, if this is done, that section applies. 

(8) For the purpose of harmonizing a trustee election with a local government 

election being conducted at the same time, a board may, by bylaw, provide that 

the bylaws of the local government under Part 3 of the Local Government Act or 

Part I of the Vancouver Charter apply to the trustee election. 

(9) As restrictions on subsection (8), a bylaw under that subsection may not provide 

that a local government bylaw under any of the following provisions applies to a 

trustee election: 

(a) in relation to the Local Government Act, 

(i) section 86 (2) [minimum number of nominators], 

(ii) section 88 [nomination deposits], 

(iii) section 117 [order of names on ballot determined by lot], and 

(iv) section 151 [determination of election results by lot]; 

(b) in relation to the Vancouver Charter, 

(i) section 43 (2) [minimum number of nominators], 

(ii) section 44.1 [nomination deposits}, 

(iii) section 79 [order of names on ballot determined by lot}, and 

(iv) section 113 [determination of election results by lot]. 

(10) Subsection (8) applies even if a bylaw under that subsection has the effect of 

creating differences in election proceedings between different trustee electoral 

areas. 

 
Elections conducted by municipality 

46 (1) Except as provided in this Act, 

(a) Part 3 of the Local Government Act, as that Part applies to an election 

for municipal councillors, applies to a trustee election that is 

conducted under section 37 (1) or (2) by a municipality other than the 

City of Vancouver, and 

(b) Part I of the Vancouver Charter, as that Part applies to an election for 

city councillors, applies to a trustee election that is conducted under 

section 37 (1) or (2) by the City of Vancouver. 

 



 

 

(2) Section 45 (2) and (4) applies for the purposes of subsection (1). 

(3) In the case of a trustee election conducted by a municipality under section 37 (1) 

or (2) at the same time as a general local election under the Local Government Act 

or the Vancouver Charter, except as provided in this Act the trustee election must 

be conducted as if it were part of the general local election. 

(4) In relation to a trustee election referred to in subsection (1), the municipal 

council does not have authority to adopt a bylaw under a provision of the Local 

Government Act or Vancouver Charter referred to in section 45 (9), but, instead, the 

board may adopt bylaws under those sections for the trustee election. 

(5) For a trustee election conducted by a municipality under section 37 (1) or (2), the 

board may give directions to the municipal chief election officer as to the form of 

ballot to be used for the trustee election. 

 
Candidate endorsement by elector organization 

46.1 In order to endorse a candidate in a trustee election, an organization must be 

registered under Division 6 [Registration of Elector Organizations] of Part 2 of the Local 

Elections Campaign Financing Act. 

 
 



 
Election offences 

47 (1) For certainty, Division 18 [Election Offences] of Part 3 of the Local Government Act 

and Division (17) [Election Offences] of Part I of the Vancouver Charter apply in 

relation to the application of those Parts to trustee elections. 

(2) In addition to the offences applicable as referred to in subsection (1), a person 

who contravenes section 39 (5) or 166.14 (7) of this Act commits an offence and 

is liable to the penalties provided in section 166 (3) of the Local Government Act. 

(3) Sections 164 [prosecution of organizations and their directors and agents] and 165 

[time limit for starting prosecution] of the Local Government Act apply in relation to 

offences under this section. 
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