
 

 

 

September 15, 2021 

 

The Honourable John Horgan, M.L.A., Premier of British Columbia 

PO Box 9422 STN PROV GOVT 

Victoria, BC  V8W 9V1  

 

Re. Provincial Safe Return to School fund for 2021/22  

 

Dear Premier Horgan: 

 

As you are aware, school districts around British Columbia are working hard to mitigate COVID-19 in 

our schools. Currently, a more contagious variant of the virus is circulating and causing a fourth wave and 

children under the age of 12 are more vulnerable as there is no vaccine available for this age group. 

 

Last year at this time, your government provided school districts with additional funding to help keep 

schools safe. School District 72 received $462,607 as part of this much appreciated and needed funding. 

 

School District 72 (Campbell River) used these funds wisely to: 

- Provide additional cleaning for all classrooms, worksites and buses 

- Purchase PPE including masks, face shields and gloves 

- Purchase additional cleaning and sanitizing supplies 

- Upgrade ventilation systems 

 

Unfortunately, this year your government has not provided similar funding which will make our COVID-

19 mitigation efforts much more difficult.  We have allocated $170,000 from our unrestricted surplus, but 

this in no way will be able to make up for the lack of a COVID grant this year. 

 

On behalf of the Board of Education for Campbell River, I respectfully ask that you review funding to 

school districts and offer us more financial support to mitigate COVID-19 in our schools and keep our 

staff and students safe. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Kerr 

Chair, School District 72 Board of Education 

 

c: The Honourable Michele Babchuk, MLA , North Island  

 Jeremy Morrow, Superintendent/ CEO, School District 72 

 Kevin Patrick, Secretary-Treasurer, School District 72 
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