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Campbell River School District 72 - Elementary Literacy Framework
Rich Literacy Environments

	
Robust Literacy-Focused Schools Promote:
	
Integral Dynamic School Libraries/Learning Commons Foster:

	
Rigorous Literacy Teaching
Includes:
	
Professional and knowledgeable Literacy Educators:
	
Active Literacy Learners:

	
· A ‘literacy culture’ where language learning opportunities and reading and writing experiences are continually and intentionally emphasized 
· A literacy rich atmosphere which includes: showcasing student work, photos, labels, displays, announcements, performances, presentations, progress recognition, parent and community involvement
· Staff ‘literacy teams’ which collaborate and engage in professional learning
· Strong connections to Indigenous ways of knowing and learning 
· Collections of high quality instructional texts which include decodable books 
· Robust classroom book collections
· A variety of physical areas and spaces throughout the school to engage in whole group/small group/independent literacy learning
· Rich collection of teaching resources and materials
· Collaboration among educators; co-teaching, action research and inquiry, classroom visits within the school and with other schools
· Community participation – visiting readers, story tellers, authors, theatrical performances, films and displays of art gallery or historical items 
· Professional learning opportunities for all staff with a focus on literacy
· Opportunities to establish school-wide literacy goals, reflect on progress and re-visit objectives 
	
· Positive, purposeful atmosphere - an energetic hub that encourages students and educators to read, research, explore, connect, collaborate and create
· Teacher Librarians who have a passion for books, technology, research and ideas with the desire to share them
· Collections of rich literature which support literacy instruction across the curriculum  
· mentor texts for writing
· A wide variety of genre and interest texts (picture books, traditional literature, nursery rhymes, fairy tales, fables, folktales, informational text, books about science and the natural world, realistic literature, early reader books, wordless books, big books, biographies, joke and riddle books, poetry collections, series books or books by the same author/illustrator, art books, participation books, cookbooks and craft books) 
· Diverse collections where all students can recognize themselves and their families
· Books and materials which highlight our local Indigenous cultures and stories
· Events such as spelling bees, book fairs etc.
· Organized and continually refreshed collections with easy to access index databases
· Access to technologies which support literacy learning and engagement 
	
· Employing a gradual release of responsibility (support to independence – I do, we do, you do approach) 
· Differentiation – content, process, product, learning environment
· Direct instruction in reading which includes:
· explicit, systematic and embedded phonological awareness/phonemic awareness and phonics instruction
· reading instruction in small groups & individual reading conferences
· attention to fluency and comprehension strategies
· Direct instruction in writing which includes: 
· direct instruction in spelling – clear progression from invented spelling to conventional orthography
· attention to different types of writing
· use of mentor texts and authorial 
technique and style
· writing fluency
· writing instruction in small group & individual writing conference
· Reading and writing to, with and for students
· Opportunities for student choice 
· Integrated cross curricular approach – literacy instruction in Science, Social Studies, Art etc.
· Providing easy access to learning supports such as graphic organizers, interactive word walls/word folders, anchor charts and technology etc. 
· Access to effective, early intervention and ongoing support
· 21st Century literacies/technology - core competencies such as collaboration, digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem-solving  
· “Theory of mind” – ability to “tune-in” to other peoples' perspectives
· Cognitive flexibility – in reading it is referred to as graphophonological-semantic flexibility
· Access to effective, early intervention and ongoing support
	
· Create safe, caring learning environments which build strong relationships amongst students and with themselves
· Celebrate diversity of culture, ability and individuality
· Weave Indigenous ways of knowing and learning throughout literacy instruction
· Provide strong classroom organization, routine and culture of literacy learning
· Possess knowledge and theoretical understanding of how children learn to read and write 
· Understand the bredth and depth of the British Columbia Education Language Arts Curriculum
· Are motivators who convey enthusiasm for words, sounds, language, books and stories
· Engage in reflective and responsive instruction
· Hold high expectations for every student
· Effectively use both formative and summative assessment tools
· Provide intentional time for student discussion/intentional talk
· Collaborate with colleagues 
· Participate in Professional Learning
· Advocate for students’ literacy needs at School Based Team meetings
· Provide specific and ongoing  feedback for individual growth

	
· Have the basic human right to learn how to read and write
· Have the right to read and write texts that mirror their experiences and languages, provide windows into the lives of others, and open doors into our diverse world
· Have the right to supportive reading and writing environments with knowledgeable literacy teachers and high quality resources
· Have the right to integrated support systems and policies that ensure equitable literacy instruction
· Have the right to access texts in print and digital formats
· Have the right to share what they learn through reading by collaborating with others locally and globally 
· Have the right for opportunities to choose what they want to read and write 
(Adapted from the International Literacy Association’s Children’s Right to Read document)

· Come as they are – with a range of literate experiences and understandings
· Deserve instruction which honours and respects each learner as an individual
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