
ÉCOLE PHOENIX MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 

 

  

 

Friday April 4th, 2025 

Monday Canteen: Chow Mein $6.00 

 

 There will be a Snack Sale today during both breaks in the main foyer courtesy of the 

Student Council. Everything will be $2.00 or less! 

 

 Poetry Contest 

The theme for this year’s poetry contest is Family. 

You may enter any of these contests throughout April.  The deadline for ALL submissions is 

Wednesday, April 30th.  There will be prizes for the best poem in each category. 

All poems must be submitted to Mrs. Parkinson in the LLC.  Please fill in an entry form for every 

poem you are submitting.  Typed poems are preferred over handwritten (except for Blackout 

Poetry). 

Contest 1: 

Family Snapshot Poem Contest 📸 

Challenge: Write a poem that describes a family moment as if it were a photograph. It could be 

a real memory or an imagined scene. 

Judging Criteria: Vivid imagery, emotion, and creativity. 

Contest 2: 

Blackout Poetry: Words from the Past 📰 

Challenge: Use old book pages or newspapers (both of which Mrs. Parkinson has) to create 

blackout poetry about family. Students must highlight words to form a poem and black out the 

rest. 

Judging Criteria: Creativity, originality, and how well the poem connects to family. 

Contest 3:  



Found Family: Poetry About More Than Blood 👫 

Challenge: Write a poem about chosen family—friends, mentors, or pets that feel like family. 

Judging Criteria: Creativity and personal connection. 

 Contest 4: 

Acrostic Family Poetry 🎨 

Challenge: Write an acrostic poem using the word “FAMILY” (or another related word like 

“MEMORIES” or “TOGETHER”… see the bulletin board just inside the LLC doors for more word 

options- they are inside the speech bubbles). 

Example: 

Finding warmth in laughter’s glow 

Always there, through highs and lows 

Memories woven tight and strong 

In every hug, where I belong 

Love that never fades away 

Yesterday, today, and always stay 

Judging Criteria: Creativity and depth. 

Contest 5: 

Reverse Poetry: Two Sides of Family 🌀 

Challenge: Write a poem that can be read two ways—top to bottom and bottom to top, revealing 

different perspectives on family. 

Example Topic: 

 A sibling rivalry that turns into love. 

 A tough family moment that teaches a lesson. 

 Here is a great website to reference:  Reverse Poetry 

Judging Criteria: Creativity and skill in writing a reversible poem. 

Contest 6: 

“Dear Future Me” Family Poem ⏳ 

Challenge: Write a poem as a letter to your future self about what family means to you right now. 

Judging Criteria: Thoughtfulness and emotional depth. 

Contest 7: 

Sensory Poetry: A Family Memory 👃👂🖐 

Challenge: Write a poem about a family moment using all five senses. 

Example: 

 The smell of Sunday pancakes 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fheynatayle.com%2Freverse-poems-your-middle-schoolers-will-love%2F%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOoo3oOpRqUUjvBtTaWUcamrM3P_PAot_QjiXq3nBpVLu5dPmN6k-&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbf5aefe6b813413fe45608dd72fd2203%7C3c39a3a982d448588ea45f9ae56f5386%7C1%7C0%7C638793153698642749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JGdrDAvdas29nkMo%2BBBWt2dUfHC3OU03tc7h5nqYI1Y%3D&reserved=0


 The sound of Dad’s old rock music 

 The warmth of Grandma’s hug 

Judging Criteria: Use of sensory language and vivid descriptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


